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This is going to be BIG. 


Big for this city, big for this state and big for every single Oklahoman who has 
waited so many years to see our big league dream come true. Be a big part of it. 
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History Haooens 


... and we’re saving it tor you in Ponca City 


You can almost hear the drum beat echoing through time. The 
history of Native American people in this area started before 
statehood and is preserved today through pow wows, social and 
ceremonial dances and tribal museums. 

Standing Bear Museum, Monument & Park is the gateway to Native 
American culture, faithfully preserved in this education and outdoor 
interpretive center. 




For information about attractions, festivals and events 
(866)763-8092 Toll-Free www.poncacitytourism.com 





"A great city is that which has the greatest men and women." 

— Walt Whitman 
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THANKS TO YOU. 

WE'VE MADE THE BIG LEAGUES. 



The board of directors and staff of Downtown Oklahoma City, Inc. express our gratitude to all who 
have invested in the dream of a world-class, 24/7 vibrant downtown, including: The City of Oklahoma 
City, Greater Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce, and the Oklahoma City Urban Renewal Authority. 
We would like to express our special thanks to the voters for your continued support, because 
without you, the vision wouldn't have become reality. Finally, we thank the ownership of Oklahoma 
City's NBA team and welcome the team management and players to Oklahoma City. 


Downtown OKC, Inc. » 210 Park Ave. f Suite 230 » Oklahoma City » (405)235-3500 » downtownokc.com 



DOWNTOWN 


OKLAHOMA CITY, INC. 
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Protecting a valuable resource. 

Preserving; a place for generations to ccfrn 
Providing for a better tomorrow, today. 


The Shannon family has a lot to look forward to. They have a new baby girl just learning to walk and 
several acres of newly-restored land for her to grow up on and explore. Site number 8,1 10 is one of nearly 
9,000 abandoned wells that have been cleaned up free of charge, thanks to Oklahoma’s oil and natural gas 
industry. All across Oklahoma, debris from abandoned well sites is being removed at no cost to landowners. 
Restoring the land for future generations - just one more reason we can all be Oklahoma Proud. 








Oklahoma proud 

Advancing our state. Empowering our nation. 


CALL 1 - 800-664- 1 30 1 OR VISIT OERB.COM 
TO REGISTER YOUR ABANDONED WELL SITE 


SHANNON CLAIRE 


Contributors 


I N OCTOBER 1977, at age fourteen, 
senior editor Steffie Corcoran was one of 
30,000 people who gathered downtown 
to watch the demolition of the old Biltmore 
Hotel. The impact of seeing twenty-six stories 
vanish into a pile of rubble has never left her. 
“My dad, who worked downtown, wanted 
us to see the building come down,” says 
Corcoran. “The last thing on my mind was 
Urban Renewal teardowns; the implosion 
was deafening, powerful, and surreal.” More 
than three decades later, Corcoran, who wrote 
“Major League City” (page 78), is amazed at 
how much downtown has changed. “The idea 
that Oklahoma City has an NBA team and 
a thriving downtown scene and is a rowing 
hub for the entire country was inconceivable 
to me as a teenager or young woman. The 
transformation is incredible.” 




AERIAL OKLAHOMA, AN Oklahoma City company owned 
by father-and-son team Tod and Jamin Yeager, 
cializes in aerial photography up to 15,000 feet. The'"^ 
high-flying view of downtown that appears kr^BnajoiL^Z 
League City” (page 78) was taken during a recent flight 
for Oklahoma Today. I WL ~ • • 



A rtistic director for City 

Arts Center in Oklahoma City, 
Clint Stone oversees several educational 
programs and curates a dozen exhibits 
a year, including the forthcoming Our 
Town (page 100). Oklahoma Today com- 
missioned Stone, an accomplished artist 
in his own right, to create a cover painting 
that embodied the energy of Oklahoma 
City. Stone s spirited, cartoon-like style is 
inspired in part by five years living near 
Twenty-third Street and Shartel Avenue. 
“We are fortunate to raise our family in 
such a friendly, beautiful, and bizarre place,” 
says Stone, who lives with his wife, Shan- 
non, and their son, Lucas, in Oklahoma 
City’s Mayfair neighborhood. 
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AERIAL OKLAHOMA 


Editor's Letter 


"There is a light that shines over this city tonight."— Nick Cave 


Western Skyline 

In Oklahoma City, there is more than meets the page. 




WHAT IS 
DOWNTOWN? 

The answer may 
surprise you. 

“As downtown grows 
and expands, so does our 
definition of what downtown 
is,” says Downtown OKC 
president Brett Hamm. 

Indeed. In spring 2007, 
Downtown OKC, the Urban 
Renewal Authority, the 
city, and the chamber of 
commerce revised Oklahoma 
City’s downtown boundaries. 

Today, downtown is 
bounded on the north 
by Thirteenth Street, the 
south by the river, the east 
by Lottie (ensuring that 
the Presbyterian Health 
Foundation Research Park’s 
$1.7 billion annual economic 
impact numbers are included 
in downtown’s), and the west 
by Western Avenue. 

That’s 2,825 acres that 
includes Automobile Alley, 
Midtown, the Arts District, the 
Central Business District, Deep 
Deuce, Bricktown, and the land 
between Interstate 40 and the 
Oklahoma River that will be 
redeveloped as Core to Shore 
plans become more concrete. 

— STEFFIE CORCORAN 



MIDTOWN HITS HOME 

Full disclosure gets personal. 


f 


In an issue devoted to downtown Oklahoma 
City, where I live and work, it would be nearly 
impossible not to write about people I know 
personally. In one story, however, I am even 
better acquainted with the subject matter 
than normal. My husband, Chad Elmore, 
works closely with Greg Banta in real estate 
sales and leasing; Banta, as you will see in 
“Revival!” (page 116), is widely associated 
with the resurgence of Midtown as an 
entertainment, office, and residential area. 

As we embarked on the telling of this downtown transformation, we felt to neglect the 
Midtown revitalization because of my personal association would have been a disservice 
to its comeback and to our readership. We hope you agree. 



homa City into one of the largest 
publicly and privately funded urban 
revitalizations in American history, 
focuses almost exclusively on the 
area defined in the sidebar to the 
left. Downtown, it must be said, is a 
story meriting this kind of ink. 

That doesn’t mean, however, 
that certain segments outside those 
parameters haven’t seen their own 
transformations, namely the Asian 
District, Western Avenue, and 
what some call Chesapeake City. 
In fact, we believe that many of 
these uptown successes are part 
of the overall achievement of 
Oklahoma City. 

In what formerly was called Litde 
Saigon, now the Asian District, Viet- 
namese refugees of the late 1970s 
and early 1 980s found new homes in 
a state often defined by its religious 
benevolence. 


Christian churches sponsored 
immigrants by the thousands, and 
the Oklahoma City newcomers, 
in turn, embraced a downtown 
area blighted by suburban flight 
and invested hard-earned dollars 
there. Today, it is one of the most 
vibrant parts of the city. 

On Western Avenue, in- 
dependent retailers 
and restaurant and 
business owners em- 
braced a joint vision 
in 2001 to become 
the city’s premier 
place to spend time 
and money, buoyed, 
of course, by the 


Oklahoma City artist Romy Owens, 
above right, and editor Louisa 
McCune-Elmore attended their Enid 
High School 20-year reunion in July. 
Owens’ artwork will be featured in 
Town and Country (see page 180). 


nearby neighborhoods of Crown 
Heights and Nichols Hills. Today, 
Western Avenue represents the city’s 
go-to quality-of-life quarter. 

The growth of natural gas and the 
bloodlines of oil man and senator 
Robert S. Kerr helped spur the 
phenomenal building boom up the 
street at Sixty-first and Western, the 
Chesapeake Energy campus. 

Aubrey McClendon, a vision- 
ary CEO that Forbes magazine 
called “one of the top 100 bosses 
in America” and the great-nephew 
of Kerr, hired Oklahoma City’s 
signature architect Rand Elliott to 
design the twenty-eight Georgian- 
style buildings on its fifty-acre 
campus. Today, Chesapeake sets the 
standard for year-round landscape 
magnificence and an employee- 
friendly office culture. 

In Oklahoma City, the measure is 
thA magnitude. Here, we have it. 

s' Louisa McCune-Elmore 

mccune@oklahomatoday.com 
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f HIS SPECIAL ISSUE, 
an homage to the 
men and women 
who transformed 
downtown Okla- 
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JOHN JERNIGAN 


devon 




What counts in business is not only what you do, 
but how you do it. Drive and intelligence are 
important, but without integrity, companies fail. 

This philosophy has guided Devon for more than 
35 years. With deep Oklahoma roots, we have grown 
to be the largest U.S.-based independent oil and 
natural gas producer. 


FORTUNE 

100 BEST 

COMPANIES^ 
TO WORK FOR? 


devonenergy.com 


Commitment Runs Deep 



Letters 


"Keep the circus going inside you ." —David Niven 


Sticks and Stones 

An unforgettable cemetery and the ivhys and wherefores of poetry inspire 
readers’ feedback. 



Educated Guess 

I just received your July/August issue, and 
I believe you’ve crossed another threshold of 
quality, creativity, and change. It’s Oklahoma 
Today , but it’s different, evolving, and im- 
proving. I love the full-page photos on the 
articles and the photo essays accompanying 
the writing. 

Thanks for doing the Martin Park story 
(“City Sanctuary”). Martin Park is indeed 
a sanctuary in the metro madness. 

Also, who wrote the headline, “Home, 
Shalom”? Fantastic. It gets my pick as the 
best in the state in my next Oklahoma Press 
Association column in The Oklahoma Pub- 
lisher , under “Head ’em Up Awards.” 

Terry M. Clark 
Professor of Journalism, UCO 
Edmond 


Poetry Slam 

After my best friend died on April 24, 
2005, 1 wrote a poem to honor him, with 
help from my wife, Delores. Since my 
tenth-grade English teacher convinced me 
that poetry must have rhyme and rhythm, 
I did my best to follow her instructions. 


This is the only poem I ever wrote, and I 
will never write another. 

In the July /August issue, the “poetry” you 
printed on pages 102 and 104 is nothing 
but prose (“Suite: Home Oklahoma” and 
“Storyteller” by Jeanetta Calhoun Mish). 
When did the rules change? Is it proper to 
make a common statement and call it poetry? 
I think that anyone who calls himself a poet 
should adhere to the old rules. 

Geoffrey Chaucer, known as the father 
of English literature, wrote the Canterbury 
Tales poem. It is more than five hundred 
pages long and filled with rhyme and 
rhythm. I believe that all poetry should 
be like Chaucer’s. 

My seven-year-old grandson called me 
from Arkansas last week, and what he said 
to me was some of the most beautiful poetry 
I have ever heard. I hope you will print it 
in your next issue. 

pawpaw my good grandpa down here in 
arkansas promised to take 
me fishen tomorrow 

we are going to fish in his friends pond it 
is real muddy but thats o k 
we will fish for catfish with stinkbait ifi 
catch any 

i will bring you some next time i get 
to come to Oklahoma 

John Lamb 

Tulsa 

He Treasures Us 

This state has many treasures. From Ala- 
baster Caverns and the San Bois and Ozark 
Mountain ranges to Grand Lake and the 
Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge, this 
state has so much to offer and so many 
great places to visit. 

Oklahoma Today has been the key to 
unlock those treasures for more than fifty 
years. It is our duty to protect and preserve 
all of our state’s treasures, and Oklahoma 
Today is no exception. The beauty and 
splendor of the state is second to none, 


and Oklahoma Today captures that beauty 
in both the people and the landscape. 

Thank you for keeping Oklahoma a 
grand ol’ state. 

Kevin Courtney 

Oklahoma City 

Front-Page News 

I love the cover of your July/August issue, 
and not just because I’m a stay-at-home 
mom with four little ones. It is colorful, 
attractive, compositionally great, and really 
leaps off the page. Your covers are always 
good, but this one has some kind of extra 
zing. I can’t wait to read the awesome stuff 
to do with the kids. 

Allison Davis 

Enid 

Elephants Are Remembered 

Being almost Oklahomans (we live just 
south of the Red River in Lamar County, 
Texas), my husband and I often take out- 
of-town visitors to see the Showmen’s Rest 
and Bull Rider’s Reprieve at Mount Olivet 
Cemetery in nearby Hugo. It is little wonder 
we immediately recognized the photo in the 
back of your wonderful magazine (“Last Top,” 
July/August 2008). It is an amazing place to 
visit. Friends often comment that it is one of 
the most memorable places they’ve been to. 
Thanks for letting readers know about this 
interesting site. 

Frankie Jarrell 

Powderly, Texas 
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Give the Simon Pink Ribbon Giftcard, and you’re giving so much more. Not only is it 
welcome at any Simon® mall and wherever Visa® debit cards are accepted, but for every 
Pink Ribbon Giftcard purchased, Simon will pay $1 to Susan G. Komen for the Cure. 
Purchase yours today at Simon Guest Services. 



Jfk 

more choices® LJj 


PENN SQUARE MALL 


simon.com® 


Located on the corner of NW Expressway and Penn. Shopping line® 405.842.4424. 


$3.00 handling fee per card. For every Simon Pink Ribbon Giftcard purchased, Simon will pay $1.00 to Susan G. Komen for the Cure, with a minimum of $250,000 going to 
Komen for each year that Simon sells Pink Ribbon Giftcards. Simon Pink Ribbon Giftcards will be sold during the two-year period September 15, 2006— August 31, 2008. 
Terms and conditions apply, including a $2.50 monthly administrative fee beginning in the 13th month after the month of card purchase. Other fees may apply. Cards may 
expire after 20 months. Complete details available at participating Simon malls, online at www.simongiftcard.com, and in materials that accompany each card. The Simon 
Pink Ribbon Giftcard is issued by MetaBank, Sioux Falls, SD. 




Contest 



Our May/ June barbecue issue on Oklahoma ’cue inspired a high-stakes 
competition among readers. The winning essay would receive the best 
charcoaling machine in the world, a Hasty-Bake oven donated by the 
company’s president, Richard Alexander. Two entries — one a heartstring- 
tugger, the other lighthearted and funny — were so good we couldn’t decide 
between them. Luckily, Alexander agreed to donate another Hasty-Bake, 
and we declared two winners. These are their winning essays. 


Hasty-Bake-Off 


For Pete's Sake 

It started with trips to my uncle Pete’s house when I was very young. Uncle Pete 
is a retired Oklahoma City fireman. Like most firemen, he is an excellent cook. His 
ethnicity is 100 percent Greek, and it showed in the robust flavors he added to all of 
his culinary creations. He layered prominent notes of cinnamon, garlic, and oregano 
in the beef stew he made on most New Year’s Day feasts. Another of my favorites was 
his Greek slaw, heavy with onion, olive oil, oregano, and tons of garlic. 

When it came to material things, Pete only bothered to buy the best. I’m not talking 
about the most expensive; he worked hard for his money and didn’t let go of it easily. 

I mean that he knew quality when he saw it. For example, he had Florsheim shoes, 
Munsingwear shirts, Oldsmobiles, and of course the Hasty-Bake charcoal oven. 

The first Hasty-Bake I ever saw was on his back patio. In my young eyes, it was a 
very industrial and durable-looking piece of equipment, black in color with lighter- 
colored wheels. He used it to sear and then slow cook many legs of lamb over the 
years. He always put buttonhole cuts all over the roast and then stuffed whole cloves 
of garlic into each and every one of them. 

I learned a lot from Uncle Pete over the years, and I always told myself growing up 
that I would have quality things, too. Therefore, I have owned 
and loved Florsheim shoes, Polo and Munsingwear shirts, 
and an Oldsmobile car. Unfortunately, I have not been in 
the position to purchase a Hasty-Bake oven yet. My dream 
is to do that one day. But if I were lucky enough to get 
Uncle Pete’s Hasty-Bake as a hand-me-down, I know it 
would still have more life left in it than any new charcoal 
grill you could get at the home stores today. 

I love and respect my uncle Pete very much for his 
contributions to our family and the city of Oklahoma 
Unfortunately, he is in a nursing home and cant do the 
things were accustomed to, like getting out of bed, putting on his Munsingwear shirt 
and pants, lacing up his Florsheims, getting into his Oldsmobile, and heading down 
to the neighborhood meat market for a thick porterhouse steak and then walking out 
back to the patio and firing up the Hasty-Bake. Perhaps Oklahoma Today can make 
my dream come true so I can do that in his stead and then maybe visit him with some 
photos and a complete play-by-play. 

Carl E. McEntire 

Skiatook 

McEntire, who lives with his wife, Wendy, on three acres in Skiatook with a menagerie 
of cats, dogs, chickens, and a turkey, says, “ When I learned I had won, it was kind of 
surreal and a little too much to accept. I thought I was being tricked at first, but the 
kind words from your editor about my essay sank in. My excitement and happiness 
could hardly be contained as I told Wendy that I had won. ” 


Smoke This 

I believe I should win a Hasty-Bake barbecue oven because I will use it as the 
crown jewel in my campaign to improve education in Oklahoma and thus the 
entire world. That campaign is called “Smoke Out Ignorance.” 

With the assistance of the world-renowned engineers of the Hasty-Bake, I 
will convert the oven into an all-green, environmentally sensitive three-wheeled 
velocipede (think rickshaw with a smoker) that will travel 
the byways of the nation, extolling the virtues of education 
and, among other things, smoked bologna. The importance 
of featuring smoked bologna cannot be overemphasized 
as our Hasty-Bake travels out of state. In a recent survey 
of one hundred Californians, 99.5 of them were unaware 
that bologna was a barbecue meat, and when the same 
people were asked to rank bologna among their favorite 
one hundred barbecue meats, it came in ninety-eighth, just edging 
out Spam and eel. Clearly our educational work is cut out for us. 

The “Smoke Out Ignorance” velocipede will be inscribed with the names of every 
institution of higher learning in the state, not just those in Norman and Stillwater, 
but also the ones in Ada, Chickasha, Edmond, Enid, Lawton, and tons of other 
places I’m too lazy to alphabetize. In homage to our two best-known universities, 
half the Ignorancemobile will be painted orange and black, half red and white. 

With all due respect to the Hasty-Bake folks, there will be nothing hasty about 
the Smoke Out Ignorance tour. We will avoid all interstate highways and instead 
work our way across the state using the old barbecue roads like S.H. 19, U.S. 77, 
the old Texas and Chisholm Trails, and whatever remains of Route 66. 

The success of my Smoke Out Ignorance campaign is assured. When I take 
the smoker out of Oklahoma and into California, I will, to quote Will Rogers, 
“increase the intelligence of both states.” 

Jack Shakely 

Rancho Mirage, California 

A fourth-generation Oklahoman and author ofTEe. Confederate War Bonnet, Shakely 
has donated his prize to the Ryal Public School in Henry etta, saying “ They don’t know 
me, but the school’s website helped me tremendously when I was researching my book. ” 
Shakely, for twenty-five years the president of the California Community Foundation, 
is a senior fellow at the University of Southern California in Los Angeles. 


Oklahoma May welcomes the views of readers. Letters are subject to editing and 
must include name, address, and a daytime phone number. Send letters to: Oklahoma 
Today, Attn: Editor, 1 20 North Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 731 02, or fax 
to (405) 230-8650. Address electronic mail to letters@oklahomatoday.com. 
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Event 

"Good men must die, but death cannot kill their names." —Proverbs 

Passages 

The presence of Paul Lefehvre, who died July 29, continues to be 
felt in the pages of Oklahoma Today. 


B eginning in 1956 and conunu- 

ing for twenty-seven years, Paul 
Lefebvre’s life work was capturing 
the essence of Oklahoma. Oklahoma Todays 
longtime art director, Lefehvre was instru- 
mental in guiding the magazine through its 
first decades. 

Steven Walker of Walker Creative, Inc., 
Oklahoma Todays art director since 1991, says 
Lefehvre was an artist as well as a designer. 

“His focus was illustration,” Walker says 
of Lefehvre, who illustrated the state seal and 
other state emblems for the magazine. “I always 
thought his forte was as an artist.” 


Lefehvre died on July 29, 2008, at age 
eighty-nine. Originally from New Jersey, 
Lefehvre traveled across Oklahoma for years 
with his wife, Irene, showing the life of the 
state through his photographs, many of which 
were published in Oklahoma Today. 

In January 2006, in conjunction with its 
fiftieth anniversary celebration, Oklahoma 
Today presented Lefehvre with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his contributions 
to the magazine, including its transition to 
color printing. 

Louisa McCune-Elmore, editor in chief 
of Oklahoma Today since 1997, says Lefe- 


bvre’s imprint still can be seen today. 

“I had the opportunity to meet with Paul 
a few times over the last decade, and he 
always shared wonderful stories about the 
magazines early years,” McCune-Elmore says. 
“Paul defined our basic visual philosophy: 
gorgeous photography, classic typefaces, and 
high-quality printing. At Oklahoma Today , 
we let great design amplify great imagery. 
He appreciated this and was an instrumental 
force in creating one of the most-decorated 
regional magazines in publishing history. We 
will miss him.” 

— Kristin Hale 


SELLING HISTORY 

Oklahoma Today's ad director 
receives a national award. 

On June 1 1 , MIN/Media Industry News- 
letter named Oklahoma Today advertis- 
ing director Brian Brown a runner-up for 
salesperson of the year in the magazines 
under 500,000 circulation category. Okla- 
homa Today was second to The Atlantic, 
and Brown received the prestigious award 
among other magazines including Martha 
Stewart Living and National Geographic. 

“In a market increasingly affected by 
vanity titles and pay-for-play editorial 
products, Oklahoma Today stands out for its 
integrity and high editorial standards,” says 
Brown, who has helped boost sales more 
than 300 percent since his return to the 
magazine in 2006. 


Oklahoma Today art director 
Steven Walker with Paul Lefehvre 
at the magazine’s fiftieth 
anniversary celebration in 
January 2006 


The May/June 1956 issue, the third in the 
magazine’s history, was Paul Lefebvre’s first 
as art director. Lefehvre also painted the state 
bird, the scissor-tailed flycatcher, for the 
magazine’s Spring 1970 issue. 


18 September/October 2008 





I 

u 

wH 


MEET OKLAHOMA. 


His name is Steve Smith. Married, five kids. Huge 
Dallas Cowboys fan. Reserve Police Officer in Salina. 
Certified First Responder for the Volunteer Fire 
Department in Strang. His background helped to get a 
job as a Dispatcher with a regional emergency services 
organization in 2002. Earned two EMT certifications 
and recently graduated as a Paramedic. Now, he’s Shift 
Supervisor for all operations. Made over 2,000 runs 
during his career ranging from bee stings and nursing 
home transfers to full cardiac arrests and life-saving 
CPR on a three-month old child. 


Steve is just one part of Oklahoma’s most treasured 
resource: our people. Those men and women that make 
our state great. Individuals that exemplify our native 
strengths of tenacity, integrity, and ingenuity. 

Like other economic development organizations 
in Oklahoma, we are tasked with recruiting new 
industries to our state. It’s a complex and difficult job 
trying to convince a business to locate their operations 
here. But, it becomes a whole lot easier when they 
meet someone like Steve. 


MldAmerlca 

OKLAHOMA'S LARGEST INDUSTRIAL PARK 


Mayes County Emergency Services Trust Authority is the ambulance provider for the Mayes County region with six emergency care vehicles and an E-911 dispatch command center. 
The Authority is just one of nearly 80 manufacturing firms and service organizations located at MidAmerica in Pryor Creek. For more information about us, please visit: www.maip.com. 


©2008 MidAmerica Industrial Park 
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Art director Steven Walker drew 
the seven “creatives” for the 
Major League City piece (page 78). 
“Converting from pencils to vector 
forces a decision in black and white, 







whereas pencils give me a gray 
scale and thus more flexibility,” he 
says. “But it’s still fun. I hope I didn’t 
offend anyone!” 



1. Marlee Robertson, Irma’s Burger Shack 17. 

2. Margo Beaumont, Irma’s Burger Shack 18. 

3. Amy Royer, Grateful Bean Cafe 19. 

4. Kyle Fleischfresser, Irma’s Burger Shack 20. 

5. Steven Paizis, James E. McNeil ie’s 21. 

Public House 22. 

6. Greg Banta, The Banta Companies 23. 

7. Andrew Stewart, Studio Architecture 24. 

8. Brian Nault, Nault Fine Art 25. 

9. Scott Smith, Corsair Cattle Company 26. 

1 0. Amy Johnson, Walker Creative 27. 

1 1 . Steven Walker, Walker Creative 28. 

12. Brad Bailey, Studio Architecture 29. 

1 3. Chad Elmore, Banta Realty 30. 

14. Dave Ortenburger, Banta Realty 31. 

15. Taylor Self, Irma’s Burger Shack 32. 

1 6. Bill Brown, Brown’s Bakery 33. 


John McBryde, Prairie Thunder Baking Company 

Audrey Ostrander, St. Anthony Hospital 

R.D. Smith, Corsair Cattle Company 

Marco Chavez, 1492 New World Latin Cuisine 

Arturo Chavez, 1492 New World Latin Cuisine 

Lori Pollard, Subway 

Larry Davis, immigration attorney 

Sister Veronica Higgins, Villa Teresa 

Jennifer Thomas, Midtown YMCA 

Angela Jones, Midtown YMCA 

Katie Brown, Brown’s Bakery 

Malin Phillips, Boulevard Cafeteria 

Ana Davis, Cafe do Brasil 

Eric Herrera, Irma’s Burger Shack 

Kendra Boeckman, Studio Architecture 

Beth Peevyhouse, Midtown YMCA 

Christopher Lee, Walker Creative 



ON THE COVER 


1 . Mickey Mantle statue 

2. Flaming Lips Alley and Joe 
Carter Avenue sign 

3. Trolley and Water Taxi 

4. Ford Center 

5. Plaza Court sign 

6. Colcord sign 

7. Bricktown Canal 

8. Magnolia Building 

9. Gates of Time from the 
Oklahoma City National 
Memorial 

1 0. Chesapeake Boathouse 

11. Oklahoma City skyline 

12. Union Bus Station sign 

13. Kaiser’s sign 

14. Bigfoot 

15. Skirvin Hilton 

16. Wayne Coyne (as bunny) 

17. Pink Robot (from Yoshimi 
Battles the Pink Robots) 

18. Lunch Box sign 

1 9. Crystal Bridge 

20. Beacon of Hope 

21 . Stage Center 

22. Leadership Square and 
sculpture 

23. The Underground sign 

24. OKCMOA’s Chihuly sculpture 

25. Mickey Mantle’s Steakhouse 

26. Bricktown U-Haul 

27. Iguana Mexican Grill logo 

28. Automobile Alley sign 

29. Wiley Post in the Winnie Mae 
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Gaillardia Country Club offers its Members and Clients a luxurious and elegant location to host weddings 
and receptions, business meetings, community and social gatherings. Whether as a Member or Client, our meticulous staff 
will make a triumph of every planned event no matter how large or small. Experience impeccable service surrounded by 
old-world charm and world-class amenities. 


Membership Privileges Include: Golf & Golf Learning Center | Dining | State-of-the-Art Fitness with Wet & Dry Saunas 
Jr. -Size Olympic Pool | Tennis, Basketball & Sand Volleyball Courts | Children’s Playground 

Wedding-Special Event Amenities Include: Indoor & Outdoor Facilities | Formal Lawn with Gazebo 
On-Premise Catering | Wedding & Event Packages | Wireless Internet Capabilities 




Gaillardia 

For membership information: For event information: 

405 - 302-1101 405 - 302-2806 


5300 Gaillardia Boulevard | Oklahoma City, OK 73142 | www.gaillardia.com 

You do not have to he a resident of Gaillardia to be a Member or Client of Gaillardia Country Club. 



WHAT IS THE STORY BEHIND OUR STAR? 



The star symbol you see in all of our ads 
is more than a pretty logo. It is the Cherokee 
star, a seven-pointed star representing the seven 
Cherokee clans. It also symbolizes strengths of the 
Cherokee Nation - honor, achievement and hope. 

Everything we do at Cherokee Casino Resort 
points back to this star. From the luxury hotel, 
to the challenging Cherokee Hills Golf Club, to 
more than 1 ,500 premier table and electronic 
games. Each of our guests receives Cherokee 


Star Treatment, which flows from a spirit 
of mutual respect and a commitment to 
achieving our very best. 

To experience Star Treatment and to live 
your own star story - for an hour, a night, or 
a whole weekend - follow the Cherokee star. 
Visit us today at CherokeeCasino.com 



STAR TREATMENT. 



GreenCountryOK.com TravelOK.com 
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THE EAST 
WITHIN 

The Asian 
District prepares 
for its big-league 
moment, 


PAGE 24 


Hit the Road 


££ It is better to travel 
well than to'arrive.” 

-Buddha 


In 1975, thousands of 

t Hi 

Vietnamese fled to Oklahoma 
City after the Fall of Saigon, 
giving birth to the Asian 
District. The Super Cao Nguyen 
grocery store, shown here, is 
one of the hubs of the area. 
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Hit the Road: EDITOR’S PICK 



The historic and iconic Gold Dome is easy 
to spot along Twenty-third Street. 


The East Within 

O N A SUN- SOAKED sum- 
mer afternoon, a woman 
shielding herself with a green 
umbrella strolls by a cluster 
of stores near the intersection 
of Oklahoma City’s Classen Avenue and 
Northwest Twenty-third Street. 

She walks past Pho Ca Dao Restaurant and 
Hank’s Barber Shop. Not far away, a milk bottle 
sculpture rises above Classen. The small store 
beneath, Saigon Baguette, sells mini-baguette 
sandwiches. Just up the road, the distinctive 
red cup marking the coffeehouse of the same 
name pokes above the roofline. 

Welcome to Oklahoma City’s eclectic Asian 
District — between Northwest Thirtieth and 
Northwest Twenty- third and from Blackwelder 
to Western — formerly known as Little Saigon 
to longtime residents. 

High above Classen Avenue, from the 
twentieth floor of another landmark, Eric 
Dawson gazes out from the panoramic windows 
of his newly renovated penthouse flat at the 
Classen Tower luxury apartments. Dawson 
seems perfectly at home atop this hexagonal 
building that juts from Classen Avenue like 
a gilded needle. 

“When I tell people where I live,” says 
Dawson, “all I have to say is, Tm in Classen 
Tower, next to the Gold Dome,’ and they know 
immediately where I’m talking about.” 

This rapidly evolving enclave of Oklahoma 
City now seems primed to serve as an inter- 
national ambassador of sorts for the nation’s 
newest big-league city now that the NBA has 
come to town. 

Last year, New York Times travel writer 
Matt Gross penned the sort of laudatory piece 
about the Asian District that public relations 
firms spend weeks and months, even years, 
trying to land. 

“I ate — and ate and ate,” wrote Gross. “I 
was crunching through fresh veggies, sear- 
ing my mouth with chilies, and drowning 
myself in fish sauce — deliriously happy in 
the heartland of America.” 

Taste-bud delirium combined with a 
healthy appetite is a common reaction for 
those familiar with the Asian District’s dining 
options. But the flourishing funkiness of the 
district was at risk as recently as 2002, when 
a big-box pharmacy had plans to tear down 
the Gold Dome. 

Oklahoma City’s sanguine take on the 
future is distilled in this glittering moment 


of late 1950s Modernist optimism, once con- 
sidered such a landmark that pilots marked 
their bearings by it. Nowadays, the dome is 
more a burnished silver and amber patina 
than gold, but it still stands and thrives with 
new businesses. 

A printed sign inside announces, “There is 
NO BANK in the Gold Dome,” a reminder 
of the building’s original purpose. Frank 
Sinatra’s voice wafts through the interior, the 
music courtesy of the new Prohibition Room 
restaurant and bar, serving entrees like Kobe 
meat loaf and grilled-cheese sandwiches. 

In 2002, the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation placed the Gold Dome on its 
list of most endangered properties. Thousands 
of local residents signed a petition to save it. 
Enter an unlikely heroine: local optometrist 
Irene Lam, who purchased the dome. Last year, 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation 
honored Lam, Citizens for the Gold Dome, 
and Preservation Oklahoma for their efforts 
with its National Preservation Award. 

As people like Lam have defended the 
historic integrity of the district, others have 
expanded with new enterprises like the Super 
Cao Nguyen grocery store and mall, a location 
with whimsical neon palm trees in the parking 


lot and exotic fare inside ranging from fresh 
duck and live tilapia to the pungent fruit 
called durian. 

When Super Cao Nguyen opened five 
years ago, the store carried foods from more 
than twenty countries. Today, that number 
is fifty nations. The store’s vice president, 
Ba Luong, says it is one of the biggest Asian 
grocery stores in the Midwest. 

“We see customers from all over the region 
coming here to get their fix of Asian food, 
but also other cuisines,” says Luong, who 
says foot traffic has increased in the store 40 
percent over the past five years. “It speaks to 
the city’s growth. Oklahoma City residents 
are proud of their Asian District. We simply 
wouldn’t be here without the broader support 
of the community.” 

The diverse mix of old and new, East and 
West, suits Eric Dawson. The former Austin, 
Texas, resident sees opportunity in this area 
of Oklahoma City like nowhere else. 

“I’m comparing Oklahoma City to 
Austin thirty years ago,” he says. “If I’d had 
the money thirty years ago to invest in that 
city, my rate of return would have been 
enormous. I see that opportunity here now.” 
— Damon Gardenhire 
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A Storied Past. An Inspired Vision* 


arnegte 


CENTRE 


AN ADAPTIVE REUSE PROJECT OFFERING RESIDENTIAL, 
OFFICE, AND RETAIL CONDOS IN DOWNTOWN OKLAHOMA CITY. 


«_^ncorporating the history of Oklahoma City with the vision of Oklahoma’s future, 

Broker/Developer Judy J. Hatfield brings you Carnegie Centre, located at 123 Dean A. McGee Ave. (NW 3rd 
Street at Robinson). This mixed use redevelopment of the former Downtown Library offers you the convenience 
and excitement of living and working in the heart of Downtown Oklahoma City’s Central Business District. 


RESIDENTIAL CONDOS FEATURE: 

Large, private balconies • Second floor parking and storage units • Two elevators and selective access security 
system • Access to the rooftop art garden, overlooking the OKC Skyline • Shared lower-level fitness facility 

All condos have an expected completion date of fall 2009. Preferred condo financing will be provided by Republic 
Bank and Trust of Norman. Pre-selling now. Call Judy J. Hatfield, Broker/Developer: (405) 640-6167. 


EQUITY 

— £*££ | - - — 

PO Box 1763 | Norman, OK 73070 | (405) 364-5300 | equityrealty.net R E A L 1 ^ 
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Ave Maria s 

A longtime Oklahoma City aesthetician hones her craft 
on the smiling faces of her clients. 


O PENING THE DOORS 
of Maria’s Skin Care 
Clinic is an unveiling of 
sorts. Each spa service 
holds a multitude of luxu- 
ries for clients to discover. As they talk 
with owner Maria Sadeghi, it’s a little 
like peeping into a grab bag: They never 
know what interesting tidbit she will 
bring up next. 

“I might just be the first Iranian woman, 
aesthetician, and makeup artist with a black- 
belt in tae kwon do,” Sadeghi says. 

Martial arts aside, Sadeghi’s clinic is a 
one-stop spa utopia, and Sadeghi herself has 
a resume that reveals a lifetime investment 
in skin care and beauty. Sadeghi and her 
staff — two aestheticians, two manicurists, 


and a masseuse — have studied, researched, 
and mastered an impressive range of skin- 
care services. 

Sadeghi’s love affair with skin began 
far from Oklahoma. Raised in Iran, she 
moved to France, and later, England, to 
attend college. Working at a prestigious 
salon as she studied, Sadeghi was exposed 
to makeup and skin-care experts, and her 
passion for the trade began to unfold. 

In 1979, she and her husband Kammy, 
who manages the clinic, moved to Okla- 
homa City. The couple opened Maria’s Skin 
Care Clinic in 1987, eventually settling in 
at their present location in 2006. 

Sadeghi, a Baha’i, brings her spiritual 
beliefs into her beauty practice. Combin- 
ing a nonjudgmental perspective with 
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"A thing of beauty is a joy forever."— Keats 


unconditional love is the heart of Bahai 
and a philosophy that extends to her clients. 
Growing in education and experience is 
another core value. Traveling to Germany, 
Holland, and Los Angeles for skin-care 
and makeup training, Sadeghi continues 
to study and perfect her knowledge of the 
product lines she sells at the clinic. 

Of the many services Maria’s provides, 
the facial is her favorite. After closely 
observing a client’s skin, Sadeghi inquires 
about lifestyle, home regimen, and career 
before deep-cleansing and exfoliating. 
Against a backdrop of calm, soft music, 
Sadeghi softly lays on cool gel eye pads, 
then extracts the pores and applies pure 
vitamin liquid to the skin. 

After a mask and soothing neck and 
shoulder massage, Sadeghi moisturizes 
and gives follow-up skin-care advice. For 
those with specific needs, Sadeghi provides 
a variety of specialized facials including an 
acne treatment, an oxygen treatment, and 
a lifting and rejuvenating treatment. 

“I just love that you are able to see 
immediate results that boost the clients’ 



confidence,” Sadeghi says. 

Lauren Quick has been a Maria’s Skin 
Care client for more than a decade. A law 
student at the University of Oklahoma, 
Quick drives from Norman at least once 
a month for Sadeghi’s services. 

“She truly is a skin-care specialist,” says 
Quick. “I have never had the same facial 
twice. Most aestheticians don’t notice that 
my skin is not the same in the winter as it is 
in the summer.” 

In addition to facials, Maria’s offers massage, 
makeup lessons, threading, foot reflexology, 
and a number of other pampering services, 


all under one roof. 

‘At Maria’s, I get my makeup, nails, facials, 
and every once in a while treat myself to a 
massage, all at one place,” Quick says. 

Twenty years after starting her beauty 
business, Sadeghi’s commitment is as firm 
as ever. 

“People often ask me if I am worn out,” 
she says. “I tell them my work is like wor- 
ship. I am serving people when I work. I 
feel like I am closer to God, and I cannot 
get tired of this.” 

Sadeghi’s dedication is obvious. She 
averages eight to twelve clients per day and 
typically is booked a month in advance. 

The wait is well worth it. Sadeghi and 
the Maria’s Skin Care staff s encyclopedic 
beauty knowledge translates to freshly re- 
vealed skin, a sense of calm, and a renewed 
lease on life. 

— Stephanie Gregory 

GET THERE: Marias Skin Care 
Clinic, 11914 North Pennsylvania, 
Suite B1 in Oklahoma City. (405) 755- 
8444 or mariasdayspa.com. 



OKLAHOMA CITY METROPOLITAN 

ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® 

Buyer's Market, Seller's Market — Either Way It's an I Need A REALTOR® Market. 

Right now rates are low and home choices are plentiful, but no matter 
which way the market is leaning, it's essential to work with a professional. 


REALTORS® have an objective eye and are experienced in seeing things 
from both a buyer's and a seller's perspective. Now more than ever, 


you need a REALTOR® to help you achieve your goals and realize your 


dreams. Every market's different, call a REALTOR® today. © 2008 
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Hit the Road: OVERNIGHT 


ambitions of wealthy land developer and oil 
tycoon William Balser ‘Bill’ Skirvin.” 

At the Skirvin Hilton, decades of luster 
and luminaries, history-shapers and king- 
makers are captured in cloth or held within 
the walls of what arguably is Oklahoma’s 
most famous hotel. 

The original Skirvin loomed large on 
the downtown landscape during the first 
half of the twentieth century. Skirvin 
himself was a larger-than-life character, 
a successful oil man and developer who 
moved to Oklahoma City in 1906. His 
hotel venture was born in 1909, when a 
New York City investor offered to buy some 
of his downtown properties to build the 


H istory nestles 

CLOSE at Oklahoma 
City’s Skirvin Hilton — 

maybe even closer than 
expected. 

“My words have literally been woven into 
the decor there,” says Bob Blackburn, execu- 
tive director of the Oklahoma Historical 
Society, who has written and campaigned 
on the Skirvin’s behalf for years. 

Discreet patterns adorning the gold throw 
on a bed in a guest room prove, upon closer 
inspection, to be Blackburn’s own words. 

“Opened in 1911 to a city caught up in 
the spirit of a new century,” it reads, “the 
Skirvin Hotel made physical the dreams and 


The Skirvin Hilton in Oklahoma 
offers modern luxury in a histo 
setting. After nearly twenty yes 
abandonment, the resurrected 
has become a major downtown 
attraction for the second time. 






After an extensive public-private rehabilitation 
the revived Skirvin Hilton is once again 
Oklahoma City hotel royalty. 
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FOUR CITIES. FOUR HOTELS. 



“biggest hotel” in Oklahoma. Instead, 
the ever-aggressive Skirvin opted to 
undertake the project himself. 

The Skirvin opened its doors in 1911 
and served as a playground for the rich 
until its fortunes fell into decline along 
with the oil industry. It closed in 1988 
and remained boarded up for nearly 
twenty years, barely avoiding the wreck- 
ing ball during the 1990s. 

It rose again as Oklahoma City’s 
Metropolitan Area Projects (MAPS) tax 
initiative fueled a resurgence downtown, 
paving the way for a $55 million top-to- 
bottom renovation aimed at recapturing 
Continued on page 30 



Historic Properties 
Distinctly Modern Accommodations 
Business to Business Amenities 
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Hit the Road: OVERNIGHT 


"Make no mistake. This isn't just another downtown hotel." — Steve Lackmeyer in 

The Oklahoman, February 27, 2007 


Continued from page 29 

the Skirvin’s glory while propelling it into 
the twenty-first century. 

Federal and state rehabilitation tax 
credits would bring down the project’s 
final price tag, but they also meant going 
to extra lengths to maintain the building’s 
historic character. 

“You have to be very careful about what 
you do,” says John Williams, the Skirvin’s 
general manager. 

Planners faced a Skirvin scarred by years 
of neglect, vandalism, roosting pigeons, and 
vagrants seeking shelter. Many windows were 
broken, allowing the elements and rodents 
to creep in and gnaw at the interior. 

“One prominent businessman told me the 
place should be torn down,” Blackburn says. 
“He said the land would be more valuable.” 

But Kirk Humphreys, then Oklahoma 
City’s mayor, saw it differently. 

“He really went out on a limb, getting 
the city involved,” Blackburn says. 

Humphreys put together a cross-section 
of city officials, businesspeople, and com- 
munity leaders to evaluate bids on the 
project. Kahler Slater, a Wisconsin-based 
engineering and design firm, ultimately 
won the role of project “gatekeeper,” as 
Williams puts it. 

Blackburn sat on the mayor’s panel and 
helped sort through the bids. Kahler Slater 
stood out in a field that mostly took a 
piecemeal approach. 

“They set out to do everything right and 
do it right from the beginning,” he says. 

That proved to be no easy task. The very 
bones of the Skirvin’s structure had to be 
replaced, every pipe and every wire, just 
to bring it up to modern standards. More 
than two-thirds of the roof was replaced as 
well, along with nine hundred windows. 
Craftsmen labored to restore some of the 
hotel’s distinctive elements, from the oak- 
paneled front desk, which mixes salvaged 
panels with new, to the plaster ceilings in 
the Venetian Room. 

The revamped Skirvin reopened its 
doors amid Centennial celebrations in 
February 2007. 

Red dominates much of the decor, in 
honor of Skirvin’s daughter, the irrepress- 
ible “hostess with the mostest” Perle Mesta, 
who favored red. Gargoyles look down on 
the lobby where elegant woods meet a dash 
of modern prints in the seating. Arched 
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History Repeats Itself 

THE REFURBISHED SKIRVIN HILTON 
HOTEL CONTAINS A NUMBER OF 
FAMILIAR TOUCHES. 

At the Skirvin Hilton, there’s history at every 
turn. These are but four blasts from the past on 
the property. 

The lobby’s gray and white tile floors date 
to the hotel’s beginnings in 1 91 1 . Thanks to the 
peanut-munching oil men who frequented the 
Skirvin, the lobby sported no rugs for the first 
decade or so. 

One pair of gargoyles above the lobby 
resemble former Governor “Alfalfa Bill” Murray, 
the other the hotel’s namesake, William B. Skirvin. 

One of the Park Avenue Grill’s front doors 
was salvaged during the renovations, and 
a duplicate was made to match. Seasoned 
observers have a hard time telling which is which. 

Five of the nine chandeliers in the Crystal 
Room are original, as are the room’s ceilings and 
the tops of the columns. 


entryways and tile floors date to the 
hotels beginning, but the Skirvin gained 
new elevators, windows, and wiring in 
its rehabilitation. 

Just off the lobby, the Red Piano Lounge 
offers refreshments and jazz seven days a 
week as elephants, nobility, and all man- 
ner of characters hang overhead, caught 
in midflight. 

Wooden chess tables and windows line 
a hallway leading to the hotels restaurant, 
the upscale Park Avenue Grill. Photos 
and memorabilia line another hallway en 
route to the gift shop. There are famous 
faces there — Glenn Ford, Gloria Swanson, 
and Richard Nixon among them. But the 
not-so-famous are represented as well — 
switchboard operators, cooks, and other 
employees of bygone eras who kept the 
Skirvin running smoothly. A bellman’s 
uniform, encased in glass, dominates 
the display. 

Upstairs, a guest room offers relative 
tranquility, though downtown bustles just 
outside. The feeling here is softer, golden 
hues warming the walls and thick carpet 
underfoot. The bed is inviting, swaddled 
in a plump, white duvet with pillows 
piled high and the phone — the important 
connection with room service — within 
easy reach. On the other side is a clock 
Continued on page 32 



BLACKWELL 

Comfort Inn 

Comfort Inn 

at Founders Tower 

1201 N. 44th St. 

5204 Mosteller Dr. 

EDMOND 

Sleep Inn 8c Suites 

Sleep Inn 8c Suites 

12024 North 1-35 

3608 S. Broadway Ext. 

Econo Lodge Inn 8c 

EL RENO 

Suites 

Comfort Inn 

Bricktown 

1202 S.W. 22th St. 

1250 E. Reno Ave. 

GUTHRIE 

Econo Lodge 

Sleep Inn 8c Suites 

8200 W. 1-40 Service Rd. 

414 Heather Rd. 

PAULS VALLEY 

IDABEL 

Comfort Inn 8c Suites 

Comfort Suites 

103 S. Humphrey Blvd. 

400 S.E. Lincoln Blvd. 

PONCA CITY 

MIDWEST CITY 

Comfort Inn 8c Suites 

Comfort Inn 8c Suites 

3101 N. 14th St. 

5653 Tinker Diagonal 

Econo Lodge 

MOORE 

Comfort Inn 8c Suites 

212 S. 14th St. 

1809 N. Moore Ave. 

PRYOR 

Comfort Inn 8c Suites 

NORMAN 

302 Mid America Dr. 

Quality Inn 
100 S.W. 26th Dr. 

TULSA 


Quality Suites 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

3112 S. 29th E. Ave. 

Clarion Hotel Airport 

Near 31st 8c Memorial 

232 S. Meridian Ave. 

Comfort Suites 

Quality Inn Southwest 

Centra 1/1-44 

2800 C.A. Henderson 

8039 E. 33rd St. South 

Blvd. 

Comfort Inn Airport 

Quality Inn Trade Winds 

6230 E. Archer St. 

1800 E. Reno Ave. 

Sleep Inn 8c Suites 

Comfort Suites 

Woodland Hills 

4220 W. 1-40 Service Rd. 

10143 E. 62nd St. South 


Visit Oklahoma and 
save up to 10%* at 
participating Choice 
Hotels. 


With over 25 Choice hotels 
across Oklahoma, you’ll 
always find a room to fit your 
travel plans and your budget. 
Plus, earn nights, flights, amd 
more with our Choice 
Privelages ®** rewards 
program. Call today and ask 
for the Oklahoma Rate to 
save up to 10% or book 
online. If Oklahoma wasn’t 
calling, it is now. 


Ask for the Oklahoma Rate 
or visit 

choicehotels.com/ 

oklahoma-hotels 


We'll see you there. 

CHOICE MOTELS I N T E RNATIONAL* 


* Advance reservations required. Offer cannot be combined with any other discount. Subject to availability at partici- 
pating hotels throughout Oklahoma through 12/31/2008. **For complete details on the Choice Privelages rewards 
program, see choiceprivelages.com. © Choice Hotels International, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Hit the Road: OVERNIGHT 


Continued from page 31 | 

radio, music choices presented clearly with % 
labeled buttons on top. o 

Each room comes with a forty-two-inch 
flat-screen plasma television and a desk 
with two phones, voice mail, and data 
port. Each also comes with a thermostat 
so sophisticated it turns the heating and 
cooling off after a guest leaves, switching 
it back on upon return. A call downstairs 
makes it obvious that those in guest services 
are used to explaining this to people who 
return and think it’s broken. 

In all, the Skirvin boasts 225 guest 
rooms, including 20 Rotunda Suites and 
a presidential suite. It also offers 18,500 
square feet of meeting and banquet space, a 
swimming pool, fitness room, and twenty- 
four-hour room service. 

Guests are within walking distance of 
most downtown and Bricktown attractions, 
including the Ford Center, the Oklahoma 
City National Memorial & Museum, and 
the Oklahoma City Museum of Art. 

Oklahoma City has welcomed the Skirvin 
back with open arms. 




Rooms & Suites 

Fine Dining 
Great Wines • Full Bar 
Yoga Barn • Boutique 
Conference Center 
Ropes Course 

Weekend Getaways 
Receptions 
Meetings 
Weddings 
Corporate Retreats 

Info: 9 1 8.485.1 8 10 

www.thecanebrake.com 
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Fine dining, 
naturally. 


Enjoy a stay in the eco-friendly rooms and suites at The Canebrake, a new 
restaurant and resort in Northeastern Oklahoma. Guests may enjoy daily 
yoga classes, complimentary breakfast, our beautiful hilltop meadows, 
woods and ponds and warm, open, luxurious accommodations. 
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"It is impossible to overdo luxury." —French proverb 
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“Everyone in Oklahoma City has a posi- 
tive feeling and positive recollections of the 
Skirvin,” says Williams. “There were a lot of 
special events here — weddings, first dates. 
A lot of people even lived here.” 

It may also serve as a focal point as 
development continues downtown. The 
Skirvin has long served as a place for 
movers and shakers to congregate and as 
a setting for social events. Geographically, 
it sits almost in the center of an area that 
has seen resurgence in recent years. 

Bob Blackburn agrees. “The Skirvin,” 
he says, “is the crossroads of downtown 
development.” — Dyrinda Tyson-Jones 

GET THERE: Rooms and suites 
at the Skirvin Hilton range from 
$189 to $384 per night. One Park 
Avenue in Oklahoma City. (403) 
272-3040 or skirvinhilton.com. 

A portfolio on the new Skirvin Hilton hotel, 
“The Hotel,” also appeared in the May / 

June 2007 issue of Oklahoma Today. 


The Landmark Experience 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT'S 
ONLY SKYSCRAPER 

m 7 jKm 

Bartlesville, Oklahoma 



EXPERIENCE 

Docent-led tours of Wright's restored interiors. 
Call 91 8.336.4949 for times and reservations. 


EXPLORE 

The impact of upcycled objects in the exhibition 
Imaginative Qualities of Actual Things. Galleries open 
Tuesday through Sunday. 

ENJOY 

Exquisite dining and spectacular views from Copper 





Restaurant + Bar. Call 91 8.336.1 000 for reservations 


r 


i 


and information. 

f Sr 

This National Historic Landmark is located in downtown Bartlesville, just 45 minutes 
North of Tulsa. 

1 

I I ' 

VISIT PRICETOWER.ORG/OK AND SIGN UP FOR OUR BI-WEEKLY EMAIL NEWSLETTER 





510 DEWEY AVE., BARTLESVILLE, OK . 918.336.4949 


PRICETOWER.ORG/OK PRICE TOWER ARTS CENTER 


FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT ARCHITECT 
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Hit the Road: RESTAURANT 


"When a man's stomach is full, it makes no difference whether he's rich or poor . " —Euripides 


It's Greek to Us 



O FTEN, THE KEY to great 
food is simplicity. In a world 
of overprocessed foods 
packed with alien-sounding 
ingredients like lipolyzed 
cream and sodium erythorbate, Zorba’s 
Mediterranean Cuisine is a straightforward 
ethnic alternative. Since 1991, those in the 
know have been filling their plates at this 
Oklahoma City favorite. 

Mark Javidi co-owns Zorba’s with his 
cousin, Ray Bastani, and Ray’s wife, Nina. 
Known as Abadan’s in its infancy, the restau- 
rant’s current name was chosen in a contest 
decided by patron votes in 1993. Zorba’s 
changed locations in late 2007, moving 
north on May Avenue to larger digs. 

“We needed a bigger place and more 
parking,” says Javidi. “And a lot of people 
wanted a bar.” 

Ask and ye shall receive. Now housed in a 
hard-to-miss Mediterranean-style building, 
the 7,000-square-foot eatery comfortably 
seats 130 and includes a full bar and curbside 
to-go service. While the old location was 
basic in decor, the new space is stylish and 
modern, with booths and tables scattered 


throughout a caramel-hued interior. The 
atmosphere inside is loud and lively. An 
attentive staff rushes to fill orders amid the 
chatter of diners who eagerly keep watch 
for the approach of their food. 

“We’re a family business, and we treat 
our customers like part of the family,” 
says Javidi. 

He’s true to his word. Anyone who steps 
inside Zorba’s should be prepared to be fed 
like they’ve just returned from battle. The 

Continued on page 36 
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Andrew Black 


Skirvin Hilton • One Park Avenue • 405.272. 3040 • Free Valet Parking 




PARK AVENUE GRILL. V* 

THE TASTE OF THE CITY. 


downtown's most exciting dining 
At Park Avenue Grill, Chef 
is ready to serve you a signature 
meal, and our free valet parking means you 
won’t wait long to start dining in style. 





Hit the Road: RESTAURANT 



Continued from page 34 

extensive menu doesn’t include a bad choice. 
Every plate is a star, including the appetizers. 
Some make a meal out of the dips and small 
dishes, while others consider them a tasty 
gateway to the entrees. Menu choices like 
tzatziki (yogurt sauce) and baba ghannouj 
(eggplant dip) may seem suspicious to those 
unaccustomed to Mediterranean fare, but 
one dollop of either slathered across pita 
bread will put those worries to rest. 

Javidi estimates that about 95 percent 
of diners order hummus, which consists of 
mashed chickpeas, sesame seed paste, olive 
oil, and spices. Spanakopita (spinach pie) 
and tiropita (cheese pie), both made with 
feta cheese and crispy phyllo dough, sound 
exotic but quickly earn the favor of any 
finicky eater, along with more mainstream 



Mark Javidi, co-owner of Zorba’s, is the 
lace of the restaurant. “Most people know 
me,” he says. x / - 


GREEK SPEAK 

A Guide to Zorba’s Mediterranean Food 



Chicken bendarr. chicken thighs in a 
tomato-garlic sauce with basmati rice 
Dolma: rolled grape leaves filled with rice 
and sometimes meat 
Lentil stew: a vegetarian dish of lentil 
beans, potatoes, and rice 
Moosaka\ an entree of eggplant layered 
with meat, cheese, bread crumbs, and 
potatoes 

Pita: a flatbread that can be loaded with 
dips, salad, and meat or enjoyed by itself 


staples like artichoke spinach dip, calamari, 
and even French fries. 

There’s no shortage of entrees to choose 
from. Herbivores will prefer the salads (al- 
though several contain chicken and beef), 
while carnivores can sink their teeth into 
a smorgasbord of meaty main courses. The 
gyro is in top form at Zorba’s, along with 
lamb shank, kebobs, and several varieties of 
chicken. Javidi recommends the weekend 
special paella, a traditional Spanish dish 
made of rice, meat, and vegetables. 

Last but not least is dessert. Words don’t 
do justice to the cream-filled churros ac- 
companied by chocolate and raspberry 
dipping sauces, and, of course, baklava is 
a staple confection always on hand. 

From appetizers to dessert, the cuisine 
at the popular eatery inspires enthusiasm 
among patrons. 

“I love Zorba’s, and the new building is so 
inviting,” says customer Randi Brown. “The 
spanakopita is the cheesiest in town.” 

Zorba’s may have gone uptown in terms of 
location, but the price, quality, and friendly 
service remain the same. 

— Megan Rossman 

GET THERE: Zorba s Mediter- 
ranean Cuisine , 6014 North May 
Avenue in Oklahoma City. (403) 
947-7788 or zorbasokc.com. 
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More Than Just a 
Part of THEiSfewfe 


At SandRidge, we use experience, 
creativity and the latest in cutting 
edge technology to discover the 
natural resources hidden beneath 
the surface. Similarly, the people of 
Oklahoma City are finding innovative 
ways to bring a new era of prosperity 
and excitement into our community. 


Although energy exploration is what 
we do, playing a positive role in the 
ongoing development of our local 
communities is what defines us. We 
believe the key to true success lies in 
the active participation of enhancing 
the quality of life for those around us. 


SandRidge is proud to be more 
than just a part of the Oklahoma 
City skyline, but a partner in our 
community’s ongoing renaissance 


www.SandRidgeEnergy.com 
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Discovering Beneath 


Exploring Beyond 



Hit the Road: RESTAURANT 

Super Nova 



This Western Avenue restaurant is a star of the Oklahoma City dining scene. 



A 


WALK THROUGH the 
gray porthole door — 
the sounds of Western 
Avenue fading in the 
background — brings din- 
ers into a stylish juxtaposition of worn 
brick and rustic stag heads with sleek 
lines of marble, brick, and tile. Cafe Nova 
is where Los Angeles meets Oklahoma 
City — and where meat and potatoes get 
a face-lift. 

“It’s traditional but unique,” says Edmond 
resident Allen Blankinship. “They’ve put 
their own spin on some classics.” 

The bar is the hub of the restaurant 
and is reflected throughout the space by 
strategically placed mirrors and glass. 
Sharp, white lights amplify the perfectly 
placed liquor bottles, which seem to 



OUR PROMISE IS SIMPLE..., 

GREAT STEAK! 




1309 South Agnew ■ 1st Light South of 1-40 

405 . 236.041 6 

www.CattlemensRest aurant.com 

Open 6am Every Day 


WORLD RENOWNED FOR OUR CHARCOAL-BROILED STEAKS! 

OVER 90 YEARS IN THE SAME LOCATION IN HISTORIC STOCKYARDS CITY! 
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"The preparation of good food is merely another expression of art."— Dione Lucas 


float on translucent shelving. A refresh- 
ing mojito is a favorite to usher out the 
Indian summer. 

Cafe Nova, which celebrates its third 
anniversary in September, has earned a 
reputation for an inventive menu and 
thriving night scene. In the early evening, 
the covered patio provides a pleasant 
dining ambiance, with Western Avenue’s 
eclectic street scene serving as a backdrop. 
Inside, diners enjoy intimate conversation 
diluted by unobtrusive music. Whether 
inside or out, Cafe Nova’s attentive wait 
staff offer wine suggestions and discreetly 
top off beverages. 

Nova serves lunch, dinner, and weekend 
brunch — with $18 buying bottomless 
mimosas and an entree — and stays up 
late for drinks and live music. 

“You never know what kind of weekend 
it’s going to be: a SoCo weekend? A Jager 
weekend? An Apple Pucker weekend?” says 
Kim Dansereau, Cafe Nova’s general man- 
ager, of the everchanging cocktail trends. 

The restaurant is more than merely sleek 
decor. Diners won’t find boring salads here 



but will discover interesting combinations 
that make vegetables enticing. Take the 
SuperNova, for instance: mixed greens, 
gorgonzola, walnuts, and dried cherries 
topped with pomegranate vinaigrette. The 
Tournedos Oscar — whipped potatoes topped 
with filet medallions, lump crab, and fried 
spinach drizzled with bearnaise sauce — make 
for a love affair with the plate. 

In the mood for something exotic? 
How about shrimp atop grits mixed with 
cheddar cheese, honey-chipotle butter, and 
bacon? Regardless of the entree choice, 
it’s wise to save room for the Sambuca 
Vanilla with Almonds, a sponge cake 
soaked in anise liqueur and topped with 
citrus-almond icing. 

“The ingredients are what make it special,” 
says diner Tracey Long of Kansas City. 
“They’re fresh and delicious. And all the 
deliciousness combined is just mmm.” 

— Tricia Dameron 

GET THERE: Cafe Nova is located at 
4308 North Western in Oklahoma City. 
(403) 323-6682 or cafenovaokc.com. 
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Hit the Road: CHEF 


"I want Oklahoma to have a modern cuisine, and I want to be part of it."— Kurt Fleischfresser 

Leader of the Pack 

Few would dispute that Kurt Fleischfresser is Oklahoma’s most influential chef. 

A glance at our Q&A with him tells why. 


I F GREAT CHEFS are artists, Kurt Fleischfresser is a master. The Shawnee resident had a hand in some of the metro areas most 
prestigious and popular restaurants — including Iguana Lounge, the Museum Cafe, and Deep Fork Grill — before setding in at the 
Coach House in Nichols Hills Plaza, where he serves creative seasonal dishes for sophisticated palates. Fleischfresser’s roster also 
includes partnerships in the Western Concepts restaurants and Irmas Burger Shack’s two locations. Bon appetif. — Steffie Corcoran 


What dish best exemplifies 
Oklahoma? After a lot of 
research and discussion with 
colleagues, I would have to say 
chicken-fried steak. Oklahoma 
is basically a melting pot inside 
a melting pot, and that is the 
only semi-unique dish that 
everyone knows. 

What advice would you give 
beginning cooks or chefs? Learn 
the basics first. You can do a lot 
of good cooking with a solid 
foundation of cooking skills. I 
get young cooks who want to 
make a charred cherry bitter 
chocolate creme brulee before 
they have even tried to make a 
simple perfect custard. 

What ingredients should most 
people avoid but don’t? Hydro- 
genated oils and fake butter. 

What one ingredient do most 
people avoid but shouldn’t? 

Real butter. 

Anything you refuse to cook or 
eat? Fake canned cheese. 

What would your last meal be? 

Deviled rabbit from Louis 
XIII in Paris; the pate assort- 
ment from the old Le Francais 
in Wheeling, Illinois; veal 
kidneys with mustard from Le 
Vichyssoise in Chicago, where 
I trained to be a chef; St. Mar- 
cellin cheese; and Chocolate 


Fauvet with Raspberry Sauce 
from the Coach House. If I 
can’t have that, I would have 
my mom’s goulash and my 
mother-in-law’s fried chicken. 

How do you come up with such 
creative dishes? I surround 
myself with products that are 
fresh and seasonal, and it starts 


the juices flowing. The smells, 
colors, and textures tend to 
show me what combinations 
should work. Sometimes this 
happens standing in the middle 
of our walk-in refrigerators. 

What’s the most creative dish 
you ever conceived? The most 
creative thing I’ve ever come 


up with was probably the worst 
received. Usually a solid dish 
with a little bit of creativity is 
always well accepted. 

Do you have a cooking philoso- 
phy? First, make it taste good. 
Second, make it look good. 
Third, make it sound good. 
And it needs to be done in 
that order. 

Your name in German means 
“carnivore.” What is your 
favorite kind of meat to eat and 
COOk? It actually means eating 
meat by ripping and tearing 
like a wild animal. When I go 
to Germany, people think it’s 
a joke. I love to cook and eat 
almost all meat. 

What are your favorite Okla- 
homa restaurants besides your 
own? La Baguette Bistro in 
Oklahoma City and Paul’s 
Place in Shawnee, which is 
close to my house. 

What wine complements most 
everything? Oklahomans should 
drink more dry roses. This wine 
fits our climate and takes me 
to the south of France in the 
summer. 

What is your favorite thing to cook 
at home? Simple roasted organic 
chicken with whipped potatoes 
and vegetables from the garden 
or the farmers market. 
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Your collection. Our passion. 

Your collection is personal. Whether you are investing or divesting, we appreciate your items as if they were 
our own. Our knowledgeable staff, from the owners to auction experts, ensure exceptional service and a 
trustworthy relationship with each of our clients. The world is our market place where maximum values are 
realized. Discover Dallas Auction Gallery, where it's simple and personal, like no other auction house. 



2008 Fall Auctions, 6 p.m. GST, September 10, October 15, November 19 

European and American 19th and 20th century furniture, decorative arts, fine art, 
silver, ceramic and art glass 


Antiques & Fine Art 


DAG 


DALLAS 

AUCTION 

GALLERY 


2235 Monitor Street Dallas, Texas 75207 | 2 1 4.653.3900 or 866.653.3900 | dallasauctiongallery.com 
Catalogs are available on our website, call to request a copy, or email us at info@dallasauctiongallery.com 
Consignments invited for all auctions. Live on-line bidding available at ebayliveauctions.com for every auction. 


Auctioneer, Jerry Holley #10262, TX Department of Licensing and Regulation. 1 7 . 5 % Buyers Premium. 






The new Moore Warren is 
Oklahoma’s largest movie theater. 
With 14 screens, a diner, and a 
’s more than the typical 


lounge, 

popcoritand-a-movie experience. 


Popcorn Palace 

Old Hollywood meets state-of-the-art technology at the Warren Theatre in Moore. 


HILE CONTEMPO- 
RARY THEATER 
patrons often equate 
going to a movie with 
a trip to the shopping 
mall, one metro-area complex is striving 
to recapture the grandeur of Hollywood’s 
Golden Age, when names like Clark Gable 
and Bette Davis were immortalized on the 
marquees of the majestic movie palaces that 
dotted the American landscape. In April, 
Warren Theatres, based in Wichita, Kansas, 
unveiled the latest addition to its growing 
chain of luxury theaters: a magnificently 
appointed fourteen-screen megaplex in 
Moore, the Moore Warren. 

Even before entering the 145,000-square- 
foot theater, movie-goers will know they’re 



in for an exceptional cinematic experience. 
As visitors pass below a classic bullnose 
marquee embellished with bright neon 
tubing and art deco finials, a white-gloved 
usher beckons them to enter the polished 
chrome and etched glass entryway that 
opens into a three-story atrium. 

This grand presentation is the vision of 
Warren Theatres’ namesake and owner, Bill 
Warren. Warren, who began his theater 
career as a ticket-taker in high school before 
forming his own enterprise, was inspired 
by visionary theater moguls of the early 
twentieth century. 

No expense was spared in making the 
Moore Warren Oklahoma’s premier movie 
venue. Originally planned with twenty 
screens, the complex was scaled down to 
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STILL STANDING 

While many of Oklahoma’s 
historic movie theaters have been 
demolished, closed, or converted, 
these twelve have survived to screen 
films into the twenty-first century. 

ALVA Rialto Theatre, 1929. (580) 327-0535. 

ANADARKO Redskin Theatre, 1947. Reflecting 
Oklahoma’s native heritage, this single-screen 
theater features an American Indian motif. 

A headdressed chief adorns the vertical 
signpost, and the auditorium walls are covered 
with Indian murals. The theater also has an 
old-fashioned cry room. (405) 247-5333 or 
redskinmovies.com. 

ANTLERS Phoenix Theatre, 1946. (580) 298- 
3927 or phoenixtheatre.biz. 

CARNEGIE Liberty Theatre, 191 5. The Liberty 
is the oldest theater in the state that still shows 
movies. Its elaborate metal ceilings and original 
ticket booth remain intact. (580) 654-1776 or 
libertytheatres.com. 

FAIR VIEW Royal Theatre, 1924. (580) 227-351 1 . 

OKEMAH Crystal Theatre, 1 921 . (91 8) 623-1 253. 

OKMULGEE Orpheum Theatre, 1920. Originally 
called the Cook Theatre, the Orpheum was built 
in a Spanish baroque style and has a number of 
terra cotta accents throughout the building. The 
twin-screen Orpheum currently shows first-run 
movies. (91 8) 756-2270. 

PONCA CITY Poncan Theatre, 1927. (580) 762- 
0857 or poncantheatre.org. 

PRYOR Allred Theatre, 1917. (91 8) 825-2021 . 

SALLISAW Sequoyah Theatre, 1951 . (918) 
775-5752. 

SHAWNEE Hornbeck Theatre, 1947. (405) 275- 
0963 or jonestheatres.com/hornbeck-theater/. 

TULSA Circle Cinema, 1928. The Circle Cinema 
is one of the few Oklahoma theaters listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. It has 
undergone many restorations over the years 
and briefly functioned as an adult movie house 
during the late 1970s. The Circle now primarily 
shows art-house and independent films. (918) 
592-3456 or circlecinema.com. 



fourteen so the auditoriums could ac- 
commodate more spacious seating and 
larger screens throughout. 

“Our whole approach is quality versus 
quantity,” says Warren. “Our fourteen- 
plex is about the same size as someone 
else’s twenty-five or thirty-plex.” 

Indeed, the $33 million project is the 
most expensive cinema built in Okla- 
homa, and the proof is in the details. 
Every surface is opulently decorated, 
from the marble accents and granite 
countertops to the stylish hand-painted 
murals that grace the walls of the lobby 
and corridors. 

“We thought that if we provided a 
theater with a little different atmosphere, 
it would encourage some folks that have 
quit going to movies to come back,” 
Warren says. 

Since its grand opening, the Warren 
has had the highest-grossing box office 
in the state — no small feat considering 
that its strongest competitor operates 
twenty-four screens. 

Two of the theater s screens are located 
in grand auditoriums with traditional 
theater-style seating and screens four stories 
tall and eighty feet wide. The grand audi- 
toriums’ balcony sections, with reserved 
seating to patrons twenty-one and older, 
are popular. The price of a balcony ticket 
is eighteen dollars, and regular tickets sell 
for nine dollars each. 

For the extra cost, balcony ticket 
holders can lounge in deluxe heated 
Continued on page 44 


A I E T T E ft TO 

AMERICA 



A Letter to America 

By David Boren 
A Letter to America boldly fac- 
es the question of how long 
the United States, with only 
6 percent of the world’s pop- 
ulation, can remain a global superpow- 
er. Boren explains with unsparing clarity 
why the country is at a crossroads and 
why decisive action is urgently needed. 
$14.95 CLOTH 

978-0-8061-3944-9 • 120 PAGES 

Saving Jack 

A Man’s Struggle 
with Breast Cancer 
By Jack Willis 

Sometimes heartbreaking, 
sometimes hilarious, and al- 
ways personal, Savingjack offers a unique 
viewpoint on a terrifying illness while giv- 
ing testimony to the issues of faith, love, 
and family that touch us all. 

$16.95 PAPER 

978-0-8061-3895-4 • 208 PAGES 

Mack to the Rescue 

Byjim Lehrer 

Mack to the Rescue is the 
latest ofjim Lehrer’s success- 
ful “One-Eyed Mack” novels. 
Set in Oklahoma and tracing 
the exploits of a fictional lieutenant gov- 
ernor, Lehrer addresses contemporary 
national issues with a unique blend of 
humor and insight. 

$24.95 CLOTH 

978-0-8061-3915-9 • 200 PAGES 
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Does People Do It? 

A Memoir 
By Fred Harris 

Fred Harris faced life’s chal- 
lenges with the same resolve 
as a favorite uncle: “Does 
people do it? If people does it, I can do 
it.” Fred Harris, one ofOklahoma’s most 
famous native sons, presents an engag- 
ing recollection of his life and political 
career during the 1960s and 1970s. 
$24.95 CLOTH 

978-0-8061-3913-5 • 248 PAGES 

Oklahoma Rough 
Rider 

Billy McGinty’s Own Story 
Edited with Commentary and 
Notes byjim Fu I bright 
and Albert Stehno 
Largely untold, until now, Oklahoma 
Rough Rider recounts Billy McGinty’s ex- 
ploits on the battlefield as one ofTeddy 
Roosevelt’s Rough Riders and later on as 
a world champion bronco buster. 

$19.95 PAPER 

978-0-8061-3935-7 • 232 PAGES 
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Hit the Road: SPOTLIGHT 



NOTHING YOU’RE EXPECTING 


THE GRAFFITI BRIDGE COLLECTION 

One-of-a-kind pieces sculpted 
from the remnants of Graffiti Bridge 

Bracelets • Necklaces • Earrings • Keychains 

Most items in the collection $25 - $35 


ROUTE 66 

AT FIFTY PENN PLACE 



Continued from page 43 

love seats and summon a waiter to take 
drink and food orders with the press of 
a button. Oscar’s Lounge, the theater’s 
second-story restaurant and bar, has 
full liquor service and meal selections 
ranging from penne alfredo to chicken- 
fried steak. The theater also includes a 
1940s-style diner and soda fountain on 
the first floor that serves old-fashioned 
milk shakes, burgers, and fries. 

“I love the idea of sitting in the balcony 
and ordering drinks and food delivered 
to your seat. It’s pretty classy,” says Gene 
Triplett, entertainment editor for The 
Oklahoman. “The grand auditorium 
even has a crying room, if anybody 
remembers what those were.” 

Located in the back of each grand 



1 900 N.W. Expressway • Oklahoma City • 405.848.6166 
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auditorium, the cry rooms are soundproof 
chambers outfitted with one-way glass and 
speakers so that parents can pacify an upset 
child without distracting the audience. 

Despite the lavish amenities, the most 
important aspect of any theater is the 
quality of the feature presentation. Here, 
the Warren excels again. It is the only 
theater in the world that utilizes all-digital 
THX-certified sound systems in every 
auditorium. Using the latest digital pro- 
jection equipment and high-gain screens, 
the Warren delivers an exceptionally bright 
and clear picture. 

Eliminating the burden of thirty-five- 
millimeter film in favor of movies stored 
digitally on hard drives also gives the theater 
3-D capabilities. In July, a 3-D presenta- 
tion of Journey to the Center of the Earth 


was the state’s biggest ever in terms of 
screen size. 

At a time when modern innovations 
often clash with antiquated values, the 
Warren Theatre in Moore manages to 
seamlessly blend the two into a complete 
experience. 

“The Warren gives the X and Y gen- 
erations a taste of what the movie-going 
experience used to be like in the early days, 
when people got dressed up for the occa- 
sion,” says Triplett. “It makes going out to 
the movies a special event again.” 

— Jake Adamson 

GET THERE: The Moore 
Warren, 1000 Telephone Road in 
Moore. Call (405) 703-3777 for 
showtimes. warrentheatres.com. 
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Hit the Road: ADVENTURE 


"Water and air, the two essential fluids on which all life depends."— Jacques Cousteau 



U NLIKE CHARLIE 
BROWN, a few extreme 
athletes in Oklahoma City 
have mastered the art of 
kite flying. These renegades 
are making kiteboarding an increasingly 
popular sport at Lake Hefner. 

In kiteboarding, a rider launches a huge 
kite — anywhere from six-and-a-half to sixty- 
five-and-a-half feet long — while holding on 
to the handles as the wind drags him along 
on a board similar to a wakeboard. 

Veteran kiteboarder David Fudge of 
Oklahoma City says it’s obvious why the 
sport is taking off. 

“Once you get it figured out, it’s a 
straight-up addiction,” he says. “I’ve never 
done drugs before, but this is what it has 
to be like.” 

Fudge, who has been kiteboarding for six 
years, loves the feeling his hobby evokes. 

“You’re sailing along, and it’s calm and 
peaceful,” Fudge says. “It’s quiet because 
there are no motors, nothing but you and 
the wind, and then you think, ‘Hey, let’s 
do a jump.’ The next thing you know, 
you’re forty feet up in the air and more 
adrenaline is pumping through your veins 
than you’ve ever had before.” 


BOARD BASICS 

These kitehoarding safety tips 

ensure you don't ride out of Lake 

Hefner in an ambulance. 

° Take lessons from a Professional Air 
Sports Association (PASA) or International 
Kiteboarding Organization (IKO) certified 
instructor. 

° Never launch alone or when the wind is 
blowing straight on shore. 

° Always wear a life jacket. Helmets are 
recommended as well. 

° Do not use a board leash. It can make the 
board hit you in the event of a crash. 

° Kite lines are dangerous. Never tie or loop 
lines around any part of your body. 



Daniel Nicholson of Noble also flies 
regularly. Nicholson is deemed “the mayor” 
by his fellow kiteboarders because, Fudge 
says, “He keeps an eye out on everything 
at the lake.” 

The wind is an alluring mistress Nicholson 
just can’t give up, even when the weather 
gets rough. 

“Some days, I’m rolling around in my 
lines, my kite is torn, and I wonder why I 
waste my time,” he says. “Then, a week later 
I think, ‘Man, I wish it’d blow!”’ 

Although the sport hasn’t rooted com- 
pletely in Oklahoma yet, both Fudge and 
Nicholson say most kiteboarders on Lake 
Hefner would be happy to help beginners 
learn the basics. 

Despite their small numbers, every time 
the wind blows, a new generation of thrill 
seekers launch their colorful kites into the 
blue sky and take off like the Red Baron in 
a wetsuit. — Kristin Hale 

GET THERE: To reach the 
kitehoarding launch point at Lake 
Hefner ; take Interstate 44 to Brit- 
ton Road and turn west toward the 
lighthouse. Turn north and drive 
until the road ends. 
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Mesmerizing and engaging, the OG&E Lightscape “TOGETHER” illuminates the Oklahoma River 
with its reflective beauty. For more than 100 years, OGE Energy Corp. has been committed to 
the progress of our state. Nowhere is this progress more evident than in the development of 
the Oklahoma River as an innovative and world-renowned sports venue. 

Using “green lighting” technology, the luminous OG&.E icon over the Oklahoma River 
demonstrates the best in lighting beauty and energy efficiency. 


The fixtures are capable of 16.7 million possible colors 

Lifespan of the lights in the Lightscape is 100,000 hours or 34 years 

Lincoln Bridge pillars are illuminated by 360 feet of highly efficient LED light 

The LED lighting is up to 90 percent more energy efficient than incandescent lighting 

Lights can be programmed to change colors every 1 .5 inches, creating an 
infinite combination of visual effects * 


OGE Energy Corp. continues the commitment to power the river. 

Its an investment for the future of Oklahoma and our future is looking bright. 




Hit the Road: ADVENTURE 


"You really climb for the hell of it."— Sir Edmund Hillary 



C OLORFUL, MISSHAPEN 
ROCKS march up ninety- 
foot walls and across the 
ceiling. Echoes of encour- 
aging shouts mix with the 
thud of feet against rock. 

This is Rocktown Climbing Gym, the 
tallest rock climbing gym in the state. 
Rocktown — formerly known as OKC 
Rocks — operates in a cavernous Oklahoma 
City grain silo visible from Interstate 40. 

Aaron Gibson, who co-owns the gym with 
his wife Lisa and Touchstone Youth Project, 
bought Rocktown in November 2007. Climb- 
ing gyms, says Gibson, have become a big 
draw in cities all over the country. 

“People are looking for new ways to ex- 
ercise and be active closer to home so they 
don’t have to drive three hours,” he says. 
“Companies love us because they can tell 
employees they bring here that there is fun 
stuff like this in Oklahoma City.” 

The fun starts in the training room, 
where beginners learn to climb and belay 
with their partners before moving on to the 
higher and harder routes, including ones 
that traverse the outside of the silos and 
rise ninety feet. 

“It feels more real when you’re outside,” 
Gibson says. “And of course you get people 
honking at you from the interstate, which 
is always cool.” 

Even more exciting than the outside routes 
for Gibson is the new, more family-oriented 
wing of the gym under construction in the 
second half of the silo, which should be 
completed by the end of the summer. It 
will have a group room for parties and slab 
walls, which are more slanted and easier to 
climb than the vertical walls. 

No matter how difficult a route, the 
motivation pulling the person up the 
wall remains the same. Lisa Gibson, who 
has climbed with her husband in several 
states and a couple of countries, knows 
that drive well. 

“It is a less competitive sport because you 
are only trying to improve yourself,” she 
says. “You and your partner are only trying 
to encourage each other to do your best and 
push yourself further.” 

— Kristin Hale 


GET THERE: Rocktown Climbing 
Gym, 200 Southeast Fourth Street in 
Oklahoma City. (405) 319-1400 or 
rocktown gym. com. 
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Join Acres for Nature today. 


Your gift to the Acres for Nature program 
protects and conserves some of Oklahoma's most 
extraordinary and highly threatened ecoregions. 
This is a call to action to invest in the critical 
conservation work done in our state, now and for 
future generations. 


Please visit nature.org/oklahoma for details about 
participating in Acres for Nature. Help us 
safeguard Oklahoma's wondrous diversity of life 
for our children and grandchildren. 


Oklahoma's eight ecoregions are color-coded on the above map. The Nature 
Conservancy preserves on this map represent the scope of conservation work 
being done in our state in the number of acres preserved, restored and protected' 
- that's over 70,000 acres! Visit nature.org/oklahomafor more information 
about our preserves and the ecoregions of Oklahoma. 


Thc Nature 

Conservancy 

Protecting nature. Preserving life 


2727 East 21st, Suite 102 1001 N.W. 6 3rd, Suite 260 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74114 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma73ii6 
(918)585-1117 (405)858-8557 

nature.org/oklahoma 


Cucumber Creek Preserve, Photo taken by Mike Fuhr, The Nature Conservancy 
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How 

Smart" is 


Syneron LipoLite 


VASER 


Smarthpo 


Lysonics 


Liposuction options 
can be confusing. Let 
Dr. Love help you decide 
which approach is best 
for you with his 20 
years of experience in 
all techniques. 



405.751.L0VE (5683) 


11101 Hefner Pointe Drive, 
Suite 104 

Oklahoma City, OK 73120 
www.d rt i m love.com 

CareCredit welcome 


Certified 

American Board of Plastic Surgery 
Fellow 

American College of Surgeons 

Member, American Society 


of Plastic Surgeons 


Q 

American Society for 
7y\ Aesthetic Plastic Surgery 



Emerald City 

OKC Beautiful makes pretty a priority. 


A YEAR AGO Janie Deupree, 
executive director of OKC 
Beautiful, got a call asking 
when she was going to do 
something about the area in front of 
Penn Square Mall. 

Not long after, Deupree received a 
second call, this time from Glenn Ash- 
more, a dentist at the Dental Depot on 
Northwest Twenty- third in Oklahoma 
City, wanting to help with the beautifica- 
tion of the city. 

“I take great pride in the landscaping 
around my building, and I’d like that 
to translate to the rest of the city,” says 
Ashmore. 

As part of the Landscapes program, 
OKC Beautiful and the Dental Depot 


worked together designing, planting, and 
maintaining the Northwest Expressway 
median just south of Penn Square Mall. The 
formerly bare median is now planted with 
Red Rocket crape myrtle, Nellie Stevens 
holly, Vitex, Andorra juniper, and Shantung 
maple trees. 

Landscapes efforts by Glenn Ashmore and 
others aren’t the only programs in OKC Beau- 
tiful’s bag of tricks. The thirty-seven-year-old 
organization’s mission, which encompasses 
several programs, is to improve the image 
and appearance of Oklahoma City. 

In the Adopt-A-Park program, busi- 
nesses and individuals contribute money 
and man-hours to keep more than a 
hundred metro parks clean with the help 
of one thousand-plus volunteers. During 
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"Deep in their roots, all flowers keep the light — Theodore Roethke 



the LitterBlitz program in April each year, 
more than six thousand volunteers pick up 
trash. The effects are noticeable in the com- 
munity far past April. On a recent visit to 
Memorial Park, one of the sites blitzed this 
year, Deupree saw kids with trash bags out 
picking up litter on their own. 

“Everyone can jump on the beautification 
bandwagon,” she says. 

OKC Beautiful wants to reach even more 
kids. The Mother Earth educational program 
encourages third and fourth-grade students 
to respect and protect their environment. 
Professional actors engage students in an 
interactive play, teachers integrate environ- 
mental studies into their lesson plans, and 
kids can participate in a poster contest, 
making litter into art. 


ALL ABOARD! 

The idea train boards at 
Beautification Station. 

Mary, Mary, quite contrary, how does your garden 
grow? Each year, OKC Beautiful partners with the 
Neighborhood Alliance and the Oklahoma City 
Community Foundation to present beautification 
station, a networking event that shows off 
beautification projects. 

The event kicks off Saturday, September 6, at 
Will Rogers Park’s Garden Exhibition Center. Charter 
buses take participants on a tour of neighborhoods 
that have completed beautification projects. The tour 
is followed by lunch and the opportunity to browse 
booths sponsored by Keep Oklahoma Beautiful, the 
Oklahoma City Parks and Recreation Department, and 
the Tree Bank, among others. 

“We’re trying to spread the word about how 
positive and contagious these beautification projects 
can be,” says Shana Keith-Ward, OKC Beautiful 
program manager. 

Beautification Station is September 6, 8:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Buses leave from the Will Rogers Park 
Garden Exhibition Center at 3400 Northwest Thirty- 
sixth Street. Free. (405) 525-8822. 


Everybody loves a nice walk. In 1989, 
at the inception of the Oklahoma City 
Trails project, OKC Beautiful worked to 
raise funds to build the Lake Hefner trails. 
Since, OKC Beautiful has donated park 
benches along Lake Hefner, South Grand 
Boulevard, and the Oklahoma River Trails 
and planted wildflowers on the south side 
of the Oklahoma River. 

Through nine programs and thousands 
of volunteers, OKC Beautiful and its 
sponsors are doing their part to challenge 
citizens’ complacency and spur them 
towards beatifying action. 

“They’re doing a great, great service,” says 
Ashmore. “I’m tickled to be a sponsor, and 
I wish more people would be, too.” 

— Kassy Nicholson 

GET THERE: OKC Beautiful, 
(405) 525-8822 or okcbeautiful.com. 



Shaping 


the landscape 


of a new 


Oklahoma City. 


One project 


at a time. 


• • * 


Elliott + Associates Architects 
www.e-a~a.com 


OklahomaToday.com 
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80TH ANNIVERSARY 

GUERNSEY ENGINEERS • ARCHITECTS • CONSULTANTS 

Ce(e6rating 80 Ofears of 
Service in Offafioma 

environmental architecture power engineering 
wastewater civil engineering design/build 
renewable energy mechanical engineering water 
interiors electrical engineering privatization 
economics master planning petroleum security 

C. H. GUERNSEY & COMPANY • 5555 NORTH GRAND BOULEVARD • OKLAHOMA CITY • OKLAHOMA • 73112 

405.416.8111 • SOLUTIONS@CHGUERNSEY.COM 
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■ ■ I am so happy" 
with who I am. I am* 
an artist who lives in 


Oklahoma, 

-Joe Bohrer 
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GOINjwiTH THAT NAIL 
GUN IN YOUR HAND? 

This fall \ “Utopia” Joe Bohrer brings 
art , craft, music, and personality to 

the small screen. PAGE 54 


TOOL TIME 

Armed with power saws and 
paintbrushes, the stars of the 
new Oklahoma City-based 
OETA series Utopia Joe are 
creating an Oklahoma brand 
of reality television. Along with 
art, the show will feature local 
musical acts and a taste of 
red-dirt culture. 


OklahomaToday.com 


53 



Okies: right now 



Hey, Joe... 

T O JOE BOHRER, or Utopia 
Joe as he is known in the 
art world, anything is a 
canvas. His latest creation? 
His life. Bohrer’s new tele- 
vision series is part reality TV and part 
art show, mixing power tools and local 
music to create something Bohrer hopes 
will be as unique as his art. 

Although he was applying flames on 
cars and spray-painting refrigerators 
from an early age, Bohrer’s first calling 
was to the ministry. After growing up in 
southern Missouri and earning degrees in 
art, religion, and a master’s in theology, 
Bohrer started preaching to the masses 
at the age of nineteen. 

His sermons packed them in, but the 
career wasn’t a good long-term fit for the 
free-spirited, creative Bohrer. 

In 1998, Bohrer came to Oklahoma to 
take a job at United Design, a now-defunct 
wholesale company in Noble. 

“I used to make fun of a good friend 
who was a really big OU fan,” he says. “I 
ended up moving to Norman and plopped 
down right in the middle of OU-ville, 
parking cars in my yard during football 
games, and I got hooked.” 

In 2001, Bohrer left his position as 
product designer for United Design and 
moved to Oklahoma City. A few years 
later, his friends encouraged him to apply 
to a call for artists by shelter television 
network HGTV. He applied and got a 
segment on the show That’s Clever. There, 


he made a funky chair, and the idea for 
his new show was born. 

Utopia Joe , airing this fall on OETA, 
Oklahoma’s PBS affiliate, shows the How- 
ard Stern-esque Bohrer, his wife Tiffany, 
and several sidekicks embarking on a quest 
to capture the creative side of Oklahoma. 
Bohrer hopes the show eventually will be 
picked up by a major network. 

“To use a cheesy word, I just think that 


this is my ministry now, my mission, and 
Utopia Joe is a platform,” he says. 

The first show will feature Bohrer restoring 
a piano into an instrument he describes as 
“the Flintstones meets the Jetsons.” 

“When I finished, my sixteen-year-old son 
came up and said to me, ‘Dad, that is the sick- 
est thing I have ever seen,”’ he says, laughing. 
“But I knew it was a compliment.” 
Continued on page 56 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Five Oklahomans play themselves in Utopia Joe. 




Joe Bohrer: an artist who 
makes urban creations 
using materials found in a 
lumberyard 



Tiffany Bohrer: an artist 
who is Joe’s wife, assistant, 
and muse 



Jason Holste: Known as 
“Editor Boy,” he’s a hot-shot 
video editor often teased by 
other cast members 


Bruce Buckner: a wise 
carpenter who works wonders 
with tile and cracks jokes 


Madison Belanger: director 
of photography who operates 
the cameras and is never seen 
but often heard 
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Oklahoma CITY 



Big League 


Many will say that reaching the milestone 
of one billion dollars in total assets 
makes Coppermark Bank a player in the 
“big leagues.” In fact, Coppermark Bank 
already ranks in the top 4% of banks in 
Oklahoma and among the top 8% 
nationwide. 

Numbers don’t tell the whole story, 
though. We’ve grown with Oklahoma 
City by focusing on commercial and 
personal banking through our 
customers’ eyes. Delivering what’s 
important to them. 

To be sure, Coppermark customers have 
access to big league financial resources. 
But it’s our brand of local, one-to-one 
banking that makes banking with us all 
the more appealing. And all the more 
exceptional. 

Is it time you went big league? Let’s talk 
about reaching your next milestone. 


MEMBER FDIC 


1 


Co ppermark 


BANK 


Oklahoma City I Edmond I Norman 
Dallas I Plano 


coppermarkbank.com 


405.945.81 00 


Player 


The Bank You Trust 

for life. 
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Continued from page 54 

While Bohrer is sanding and painting, 
local bands including the Oh! Johnny 
Girls and the Hosty Duo will perform on 
the shows set. 

“Sometimes a song will relate to a project, 
and sometimes a song will be so completely 
opposite that it really works, too,” he says. 
“We might have Mike Hosty singing, C I met 
you in a truck stop shower stall,’ at the same 
time we have fine art going on over here. It’s 
really a nice, wonderful balance.” 

Tiffany Bohrer is Joe’s wife — the two 
married in July — and acts as his assistant 
on the show. An artist in her own right, 
Tiffany Bohrer, who came to Oklahoma 
City from Midland, Texas, thirteen years 
ago, creates in several media but specializes 
in metal art with a spiritual vibe. She, too, 
has a finger on the pulse of Oklahoma City’s 
creative side. 

“When I came here, I fell in love with 
Oklahoma and thought it was absolutely 
beautiful,” she says. 

Tiffany now hopes that through Bohrer’s 
art and the local music that accompanies 
each segment, more people will discover 
what made Oklahoma so special to her. 

OETA is providing the canvas for Bohrer’s 
utopian creations. 

“Bohrer is presenting an engaging half-hour 
series that shows some new, inventive creativity 
in our state,” says Bill Thrash, station manager 
at OETA. “We think our statewide viewers 
will find it different and interesting.” 

Descriptions like different and interesting 
are what Bohrer’s art usually inspires, as his 
methods and materials aren’t typical in the 
art world. 

“Ninety percent of all my materials I 
get out of hardware,” he says. “The lum- 
beryard is where I get my inspiration. I do 
everything — dry wall, plumbing, carpentry, 
designing full-body tattoos. I use springs and 
nuts and bolts, and I never know what I 
am going to do.” 

What he does is use power tools to 
shape his masterpieces in living rooms 
across the state. Bohrer hopes the show 
will charm viewers. 

Says “Utopia” Joe Bohrer, “We’re trying to 
make building materials and tools sexy again.” 
— Kristin Hale 

GET THERE: The first episode of 
Utopia Joe premieres October 20 at 
10 p.m. on OETA. utopiajoe.com. 
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The Banta Companies offer historic, 
architecturally unique properties to 
businesses and residents relocating to 
Midtown. Our fully refurbished, fully 
remodeled properties are home to 
offices, restaurants, retail outlets and 
residential living space. Located in the 
heart of Midtown's entertainment and 
restaurant district, our properties offer 


chic urban living and upscale amenities 
for a variety of businesses. 

The Banta Companies are committed 
to the vision of a world-class Midtown. 
And by the look of things, that vision 
is becoming a reality. Visit one of our 
properties today and experience the 
excitement on the buzzing avenues of 
Oklahoma City's Midtown. 


IT'S A VISION YOU WON'T SOON FORGET. 


B 


WWW.THEBANTACOMPANIES.COM 

(405) 840-1600 





Okies: okt profile 


"I'm not always as serious as I appear to be."— Ed Kelley 


On the Record 

He covers the news, and now he is the news. 

The city’s highest-ranking newspaperman lets us 
behind the scenes. 

Ed Kelley, editor of the state’s largest and oldest daily newspaper, The Oklahoman , 
started working at the publication as an intern in 1974. Now in his sixth year as editor, 
Kelley, a Perry native, was inducted into the Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame in 
2003. He and his wife, Carole, recently moved into one of downtown Oklahoma City’s 


newest urban residential complexes. 

Who’s the greatest Oklahoman who ever lived? 

Pretty hard to argue against Will Rogers, 
who seven decades after his death still is an 
ambassador for us. Rogers was a multimedia 
giant — in newspapers, radio, and film — 
whose passing reportedly prompted the 
greatest outpouring of grief in this country 
since the death of Abraham Lincoln. 

Who is the greatest living Oklahoman? Clara 
Luper was a thirty-five-year-old school- 
teacher and mother of three when she 
launched the lunch counter sit-ins fifty 
years ago this summer. She made Oklaho- 
mans uncomfortable, telling uncomfort- 
able truths about segregation. The courage 
it took is unimaginable to most of us. A 
hundred years from now, she’ll still be a 
giant in Oklahoma’s history. 

What’s your favorite thing about living down- 
town? The diversity of meeting more and 
more people who don’t look like me. 

What’s your favorite haunt within walking 
distance? The AT&T Bricktown Ballpark, 
a near-perfect place to wile away a warm 
summer night. 

If you could change one thing about the state, 
what would it be? That more Oklahomans 
put more value in a college education. 

What is the best advice you ever got? My dad 
must have said it a thousand times: “Do 
the best you can with what you’ve got.” 
Good advice, as it turned out, for life as 
an editor. 

What do you believe with your whole heart? 

That good journalism, serving its com- 
munity, will always matter. 


What do you refuse to believe? That Okla- 
homa, full of smart, caring people, has to 
take a back seat to other places. 

If you could travel back in time, what his- 
torical Oklahoma event would you like to 
see? The enthusiastic reception Gover- 
nor Henry S. Johnston received in my 
hometown of Perry when he got off the 
train following his impeachment by the 
legislature in 1929. 

Who is your favorite Oklahoma politician? 

Henry Bellmon and his family were church 
friends of ours when I was growing up, so 
we Presbyterians in Perry had close pew 
seats when he was a young governor the 
first time around. He’s honest, hard work- 
ing, stubborn in a good way, and willing to 
risk criticism if he knows he’s right. More 
than anyone else, he made Oklahoma a 
two-party state. 

‘Do the best you 
can with what 
you’ve got.’ 

—Ed Kelley 

What is in your pockets right now? Just 
basics — billfold, comb, keys, and forty-two 
cents in change. 

What are people surprised to discover about 
you? That I’m not always as serious as I 
appear to be. 



What’s the secret to a successful journalism 
career? Having the good luck to be sur- 
rounded by caring owners, great publishers, 
and a talented news staff. 

When you were The Oklahoman's Washington 
correspondent, what did you miss most about 
Oklahoma? The innate kindness of hearing 
people simply say, “please” and “thank 
you.” And no traffic, relatively speaking. 

What’s the best story you ever wrote for The 
Oklahoman? In 1979, photographer J. Don 
Cook and I teamed up for a series on pov- 
erty in rural Oklahoma. Once we ventured 
off the beaten path, it didn’t take us long 
to find plenty of impoverished folks. We 
didn’t bother much with statistics or quotes 
from bureaucrats. We just wanted faces and 
their stories. 

What Oklahoman story written by another 
is your favorite? Our coverage of the first 
seventy-five days after the Oklahoma City 
bombing was wide ranging, passionate, 
factually accurate and, I think, represented 
the city and state to the world’s media. 

What can you not go a day without doing? 

Reading a newspaper. 

Describe yourself in ten words or fewer. A 

guy who’s about family and his profession. 
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EXPERIENCE EDEN. 

Our prestigious team of massage therapists will help you balance both mind 
and body. This soothing environment is enriched with custom blended essences 
just for you. At Eden, we listen. Visit us at one of three Oklahoma City locations. 


AVEDA 

the art and science of pure flower and plant essences 



E 1ST 

salon & spa 


EdenSalon.com | 12200 Warwick Dr. 405.722.3336 


4200 N. Western 405.525.6110 | 500 W. Main 405.231.4772 


Okies: expert advice 


"More than any one person, Ron Norick stuck his neck out and had the political courage to move MAPS forward." —Mayor Mick Cornett 
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In 1993, former Oklahoma City mayor R< 
Norick spearheaded MAPS project, 
whidh created mndWw attractions, 
breathing life into a downtown crippled 
by the oil bust of the 1980s. 


Former Oklahoma City Mayor Ron Norick 
knows all about how to put a city on the MAPS 
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T HE AT&T BRICKTOWN Ballpark, 
the Ford Center, an iconic canal, and a 
downtown library with his name on the door: 
Oklahoma City’s horizon was forever altered 
in no small part due to the vision of Ronald J. 
Norick, Oklahoma City’s mayor from 1987 
to 1 998 and the man who made MAPS hap- 
pen. Norick, controlling manager at Norick 
Investment and a lifelong Oklahoma City 
resident, will be inducted into the Oklahoma 
Hall of Fame in November. Here, in his own 
words, he gives tips on how leaders can create 
dream cities of their own. 

y A mayor must be believable in presenting 
a plan for the future. The plan needs to be 
easily understood and presented in plain 
English, not legal terms. 

y if s the city’s responsibility to provide 
public facilities such as performing arts 
venues, sporting events, zoos, and conven- 
tion facilities. Without pubic facilities, 


we would not have the quality of life that 
our citizens deserve. 

y Elected officials need to develop the 
plans and programs to meet those 
quality-of-life issues. 

y A mayor must put his duty to office 
over politics. 

y A mayor must be willing to take risks when 
needed. I was willing to risk the whole 
MAPS vote on a single up or down 
vote. The ballot had one proposition. 
You either supported the idea or not. 

y Public/private partnership is key to any 
successful city. To date, the private sec- 
tor has invested more than $2 billion 
since MAPS. MAPS alone was a great 
success, but the private participation 
has been exceptional beyond any of 
our dreams. 


y A mayor should be available to the citizens 
and care about their needs. I accepted 
speaking engagements with any group 
who wanted me. I also never had an 
unlisted telephone number. 

y Joe Citizen should tell his or her elected 
official not only the things they don’t like 
but the things that are right about their 
city. If the citizens didn’t tell us they liked 
the results of the MAPS projects, there 
would have been no MAPS for Kids or 
upgrades to the Ford Center, which is 
bringing us the NBA. Someday, I’m sure 
there will be a MAPS 3. 

y Joe Citizen must care enough about his 
city to voice his or her opinion at the 
ballot box — in other words, vote. 

y r m a born optimist. I truly believe that 
optimism is contagious and the citizens 
of Oklahoma have caught it. 
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MILLION DOLLAR HAND 


It takes your breath away. The moment that reveals your destiny. The 
anticipation of the turn. The intensity of faces around the table. The 
win. Suddenly, your night gets shifted into overdrive. Osage Million 
Dollar Elm Casino. Go all in. 

Make it a Million Dollar Night T 

Tulsa Sand Springs Hominy Pawhuska Bartlesville Skiatook Ponca City 

Tisdale Pkwy. Keystone Expy. Hwy. 99 Hwy. 99 Allen Rd. West of Skiatook Hwy. 6D 

(a) 36th St. N. (a) 129th W.Ave. 3.5 miles North @ 15th St. @CR2145 on Hwy. 2D East 

MillionDollarElm.com 918.699.7777 
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TravelDK.com 


Green Country. 

Marketing Association' 

GreenCountryDK.com 


Gambling problem? Call 800.522.4700. 


An economic enterprise of the Osage Nation. 


Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma 
Tourism & Recreation department. 
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Okies: essentials 


"Saturday night's the night I like."— Elton John 


A Spot in the Dark 

Some of Oklahoma City's finest share their favorite places to be after the sun sets. 



Fritz Kiersch, filmmaker: 
“The AT&T Bricktown 
Ballpark is truly a great 
anytime spot. I love relax- 
ing at a game on a hot 
summer evening, enjoy- 
ing hot dogs, families, 
baseball drama, and all 
the other activities that 
go on during the game. 
It’s a great time.” 


Willa Johnson, county 
commissioner: “At the 
Civic Center Music Hall, 
I can enjoy my love for 
the performing arts. It is 
a beautiful facility with in- 
comparable acoustics. My 
other favorite spot is the 
canal. Following that, I 
enjoy a casual stroll along 
the walkway at night.” 


DavidWalters, Oklahoma 
governor, 1 9 9 1 T 9 9 5 : “La 
Baguette Bistro. Its a great 
restaurant that looks and 
sounds like Europe with- 
out the currency exchange 
weakness. This restaurant, 
bakery, and cheese and 
caviar shop make an 
unexpected appearance 
on May Avenue.” 


Amy McRee, news an- 
chor: “Lake Hefner is one 
of my favorite spots. There 
are a variety of restaurants 
to choose from, the scen- 
ery is hard to beat, and as 
an avid walker and runner, 
I can’t find a better place 
to get in a ten-mile trek 
than the trails that outline 
the area.” 


Drew Braum, CEO 

of Braum’s: “I really 
like Red Rock Canyon 
Grill’s ambience inside 
and outside. I especially 
enjoy sitting on the patio 
near the water because 
it’s so relaxing. And the 
food is delicious.” 




Q2|rtl0Q\#jll0 *' r Bartlesville Convention and Visitors Bureau 

^ TI^FOR EXPLORING, PO Box 2366 • Bartlesville, OK 74005 • 877.273.2004 • 918.336.8708 • VisitBartlesville.com 


OKLAHOMA INDIAN SUMMER 

Bartlesville Community Center 
09/12-14/2008 


WOOLAROC’S COW THIEVES 
& OUTLAYS REUNION 

Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 
09/13/2008 


FALL TRADERS ENCAMPMENT 

at Crystal Lake/Woolaroc 
10/3-5/2008 


WESTERN HERITAGE 
WEEKEND 

Downtown Dewey 
09/20-21/2008 


TOM MIX FESTIVAL 

Downtown Dewey 
09/20/2008 


| WILD WEST SHOW 

I Prairie Song Pioneer Village, Dewey 
■ 09/21/2008 
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WHEN SOMETHING HAPPENS AROUND HERE, 
YOU’RE BETTER OFF WITH AN 
INSURANCE COMPANY FROM AROUND HERE. 
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Okies: spotlight 



In Oklahoma City, Ridley Motorcycle 
Company makes stock and custom 
motorcycles available at dealer 
locations across the country. 


Ridley motorcycles keep it simple but 
crank up the fun. 



A MOTORCYCLE WITH 
an automatic transmission? 
Few had heard of such a 
thing until 1995 , when 
Clay Ridley opened 
Ridley Motorcycle Company in 
Oklahoma City, where every Ridley 
cycle still is built today. 

“He’s been an inventor since age 
twelve,” says Jay Ridley, vice presi- 
dent of Ridley Motorcycles and Clay 
Ridley’s son. “He built his first car 
at fifteen.” 

This spirit of inventive- 
ness is what led Ridley 
to try his hand at 
building automatic 
motorcycles for his 
kids to ride. Since 
he started selling 
his bikes thirteen 
years ago, they 
have picked up 
steam, especially 
with women. 


“My husband and brother rode mo- 
torcycles,” says Kathy Hill of Edmond, 
owner of a Ridley Classic, “but I’m ver- 
tically challenged, and the Harleys are 
so heavy. I was left sitting on the front 
porch watching them ride off into 
the sunset.” 

That changed in 2006 when 
Hill’s husband bought 


her a black Ridley adorned with pink flames 
for Mother’s Day. With a seat height of 
only twenty-four-and-a-half inches and 
weighing about a hundred pounds less 
than most Harleys, the Ridley is perfect 
for the smaller rider. Now the Hills can 
tour the nation’s byways together. 

“My Ridley Classic will keep up with 
my husband’s Harley Fatboy all day long,” 
says Hill. 

Some might think giving the motor- 
cycle an automatic transmission would 
take away some of its macho appeal. Clay 
Ridley scoffs at that idea. 

“Macho is winning,” 
he says. “If you 
can win without 
shifting, auto- 
matic will be- 
come the new 
macho.” 
Kathy Hill 
isn’t concerned 
about machismo, 
but she does see 
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"Like a true nature's child, we were born, born to be wild —Stepp enwolf 




the Ridley as an equalizer between 
the sexes. 

“The wives are tired of riding on the 
back,” she says. “One of my greatest 
pleasures is to see little girls realizing 
that this isn’t just a man’s sport. You 
just need the right gear.” 

Ridley Motorcycles currently produce 
seven models, all with the same engine 
and transmission. The body styles vary, 
and each motorcycle is available in a 
wide number of color combinations 
to reflect the unique personality of its 
rider. Prices range from $13,995 to 
$36,000. Typically, custom orders take 
six to ten weeks to complete, depending 
on options and time of year. 

What’s next for Clay Ridley? “I’m 
creating newness all the time,” he says. 
“That’s where I get my thrills.” 

— Kassy Nicholson 

GET THERE: Ridley Motor- 
cycle Company , (405) 525-5400 
or ridleymotorcycles.com. 


GO GREEN! 

Atomic Brown Scooter Shop 
offers fuel-efficient, cost-effective 
vehicles. 

“We took a chance on this scooter store,” says 
Pam Hudson, co-owner of atomic brown scooter 
shop in Oklahoma City. “For a couple of years, we 
weren’t sure we made the right decision.” 

Thanks in part to rising gas prices, slow sales 
are no longer a problem. This year, the store blew 
through its summer sales goal by mid-May. 

Scooters provide an eco-friendly option, getting 
85 to 1 05 miles per gallon of gas. With price tags 
of $1 ,850 to $6,200, they also save drivers some 
green up front. Even commuters with a need for 
speed can get in on the action; some models can 
attain speeds of up to 120 miles per hour. “Not 
that we recommend going that fast,” says Hudson. 

Atomic Brown can’t keep scooters in stock, 
they’re selling so fast. Their ease is part of their 
appeal. “It’s like riding a bicycle,” says Hudson, 
“except you don’t have to pedal.” 


Atomic Brown Scooter Shop, 4415 North 
Western in Oklahoma City. (405) 605-3789 or 
atomicbro wnscootershop. com. 
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Improving the image and 
appearance of Oklahoma City 
for over 35 years. 

Learn How You Can Help: 

(405) 525-8822 1 okcbeautiful.com 
3535 N. Classen Blvd., Oklahoma City 
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Band 

Together. 

March around 

WITH US ON AN 
ENTERTAINING 
GUIDED TOUR! 
RESERVATIONS 
AVAILABLE. 


405.282.8687 (tour) 

330 W. OKLAHOMA AVE. 
GUTHRIE, OK 73044 


WWW.GUTHRIEHISTORICTOURS.COM 


ON SH EL 



GAYLORD -PICKENS 

Oklahoma Heritage Museum 


"A book is like a garden carried in the pocket." — Chinese proverb 


Miller Time 

One of Oklahoma s most popular literary leaders 
adds a memoir to her busy to-do list. 


B elieve it or not, 

Teresa Miller’s life isn’t 
all about books, writing, 
and interviewing famous 
authors. She does sneak 
in a round of golf from time to time — 
albeit on her Nintendo Wii. 

“I never was an athlete,” she says in a 
distinctive Tahlequah twang so familiar 
to Oklahomans who watch her weekly 
program showcasing authors, Writing Out 
Loud , on OETA. “But I enjoy playing 
games like this.” 

Miller, however, isn’t playing games 
with her latest book, Means of Transit: A 
Slightly Embellished Memoir. Published in 
September by University of Oklahoma 
Press, the book chronicles Miller’s literal 
and metaphorical journeys through 
life, from young bibliophile, aspiring 
actress, and rising literary star to creator 
of Writing Out Loud and the biennial 
Celebration of Books. 

By turns humorous and bittersweet, 
the memoir allowed Miller to make 
peace with the past while setting the 
stage for her future. 

“Why a memoir?” she asks. “A lot of 
things happened in our family that we 
should have addressed head-on and found 
the words for, but we didn’t. So this was 
about owning my words. I think by the 
time you get to be a middle-aged person, 
it’s easier to embrace your words.” 
Writing wasn’t Miller’s first ambition. 
But after bombing out of a New York 
City acting school as young woman, she 
began putting pen to paper. Her career 
got off to a fast and fortuitous start when 
a New York agent randomly plucked her 
manuscript, Remnants of Glory, from a 
literary slush pile. Many drafts later, she 
was a published author at age twenty- 
eight and celebrated as one of America’s 
up-and-coming young writers. 

But the book also shines light into 
some of the painful recesses of Miller’s 
life, including the loss of her mother 
at age two, abuse at the hands of her 



HOOKED ON BOOKS 

A biennial event brings literary 
luminaries to Tulsa. 


Want to rub elbows with your favorite 
author? It’s possible at the celebration of 
books in Tulsa, scheduled for September 26 
and 27 on the campus of OSU-Tulsa. 

Started by Teresa Miller in 1 994, the event 
features dozens of authors who gather to share 
their passion for writing, love of books, and the 
pleasure of one another’s company. 

“The whole thing about Celebration of Books 
is that it’s a very relaxed atmosphere,” Miller 
says. “It’s simply about loving books and getting 
to visit with authors in an informal setting.” 

This year’s event will feature Mitch Albom 
of Tuesdays with Morrie fame, 2008 Pulitzer 
Prize-winner and Oklahoma native Tracy 
Letts, and his mother Billie Letts, author of 
the bestseller Where the Heart Is, and many 
other writers. 

“The event shines with excitement,” says 
Oklahoma City mystery writer Carolyn Hart, who 
will be attending. “It gives readers and writers a 
chance to be exposed to each other.” 

The Celebration of Books is September 26 
and 27 at OSU-Tulsa. Tickets are $45. 700 
North Greenwood in Tulsa. (918) 594-8215 or 
poetsandwriters. okstate. edu/miller. html. Tickets 
also are available for An Evening with Tracy 
Letts and Mitch Albom on September 26. $20. 
(918) 596-71 1 1 or myticketoffice.com. 


66 September/October 2008 


EVAN TAYLOR 








stepmother, and a father seemingly more 
concerned about small-town gossip than 
his daughter’s well-being. Throw on top of 
that a monumental case of writer’s block 
and a terrifying ordeal with a stalker, and 
you’ve got the ingredients of a compelling 
memoir that highlights the transcendent 
role books have played in her life. 

“I had to look at other means of transit 
to get me to the places that I wanted to go 
to make my life richer and fuller,” she says. 
“One way I did that was through books, 
and they became the means of transit for 
me to reach beyond the boundaries in my 
life when I couldn’t do so literally.” 

With her writer’s block behind her (after 
an eighteen-year drought, she published 
another book of fiction called Family Cor- 
respondence in 2000) and her thriving career 
as the state’s unofficial literary ambassador, 
Miller stays busy teaching literature and 
fiction classes at OSU-Tulsa and running 
the Oklahoma Center for Poets and Writers. 
Over the years, she has earned the admi- 
ration of authors throughout Oklahoma 
and nationwide. 

“Teresa is one of the most skilled inter- 
viewers I’ve ever known,” says Oklahoma 
City mystery author, Carolyn Hart, who 
has appeared on Writing Out Loud sev eral 
times. “She’s always extremely well pre- 
pared, well read, and enthusiastic and has 
this wonderful way of talking about books 
in a lively and entertaining fashion.” 

Not only that, Hart says Miller is a 
champion of 
Oklahoma au- 
thors. 

“She is a com- 
manding figure 
on the Oklahoma 
literary scene. She 
promotes writing 
in every way she 
can, and she’s so 
unselfish and so 
enthusiastic about 
what other writers 
are doing.” 

Oh, and by the way, Miller is cranking 
out copy for her next book. 

“The memoir unlocked a lot of 
doors for me, allowing me to move 
forward with my fiction,” she says. “The 
novel that I always wanted to write and 
needed to write, I’m finally working on.” 
— Scott Wigton 






They 

SAY 

BEAUTY 
IS IN 
THE EYE 
OF 
THE 
BEHOLDER 


we say, Behold. 


Discover a new kind of beauty. The living 
painting that reflects a Native dance. 

The brilliance of a sunset mirrored in Clyde 
Lake. The majesty of a buffalo as he roams 
the wild plain. Witness the allure of history as 
it lives and breathes through period 
art, cultural relics and 
untouched countryside. 

Surround yourself with 
the beauty of a world 
that many have forgotten, but still exists 
in a place called Woolaroc. 


WELCOME HOME. 


Bartlesville, OK 74003 
Phone: (918) 336-0307 
Toll free: 888-WOOLAROC 

www.woolaroc.org 
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"We come here to remember."— from the Oklahoma City National Memorial's mission statement 




Favorite Things 

Kart Watkins , executive director of the Oklahoma 
City National Memorial & Museum, takes a walk 
through her personal and professional history 
along the avenue of her most treasured items. 


This collection of LIMOGES 
BOXES represents several special 
moments in my life and several of my 
passions. Each of these boxes was given to 
me by family or friends. 


When I was an intern and later a news producer at Channel 4, this 
STANDBY LIGHT acted as a signal over the studio door. When 
it flashed on, we needed to be ready. Learning to be ready was one of the 
most important things I learned from the newsroom — a philosophy that still 
serves me well. 


The AMERICAN GIRL 
DOLL represents our daughter 
Caroline, who has learned the little 
girl’s love of a doll. The COWBOY 
GEAR , vests, chaps, and cowboy gun 
represent our son Ford. He has learned 
the art of imagination and dress up and 
truly believes he is a good Oklahoma 
Sooner cowboy. 


This CAMPAIGN POSTER is 

from my grandfather, Jo O. Ferguson’s, 
run for governor in 1950. He lost the 
race to Johnston Murray in what history 
books describe as a “razor-thin” victory. 



THE PEARLS given to me by my 
aunt Sissy on the day I received my MBA 
represent a family tie that will last forever. 

I wore them on my wedding day to remind 
me of my large family and their influence 
on my life. They are now often a part of my 
daily wardrobe. 



In 1999, my husband Hardy and I were in the back of a truck 
driving through a rock quarry between Poteau and Ft. Smith, 
Arkansas, choosing the stones for the Memorial. I looked down 
and saw the state of Oklahoma. When we returned to the office, 
we asked the owner if we could purchase it for a table. Today, the 
OKLAHOMA SANDSTONE sits on our patio and is a 
focal point of our guests as we dine around Oklahoma. 


Continued on page 70 
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SIGN, POSTER, PEARLS, DOLL, AND COWBOY GEAR, KYLE GANDY; LIMOGES, RAMSEY CONWAY-WALCHER; SANDSTONE, MEGAN ROSSMAN 






There’s More Within Reach 



Ardmore 


Ardmore offers one of the state’s newest neighborhoods to meet the affordable 
housing needs of a constantly expanding workforce. Featuring some of the 
nations largest technology corporations and distribution companies, Ardmore 
is Southern Oklahoma’s fastest growing economy 

And with great parks, a wealth of restaurants, diverse shopping, and one of the 
clearest lakes in the Southwest, Ardmore offers an enviable quality of life. 



Ardmore Chamber of Commerce 8c Visitors Bureau 

410 West Main Street • (580) 223-7765 • www.ardmore.org 
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I grew up in Cleveland, Oklahoma, 
and Billy Vessels was an icon. This 
AUTOGRAPHED FOOTBALL 
represents two of my favorite things in life, 
OU football and Billy Vessels. 


Continued from page 68 


"Every man's memory is his private literature."— Aldous Huxley 


OKLAHOMA CITY 
STANDARD 

The Oklahoma City National 
Memorial & Museum draws 
more out-of-state tourists than 
any other state attraction. 

On April 1 9, 1 995, the day of the Alfred P. 
Murrah Federal Building bombing, Oklahoma 
City was defined for an entire nation. Today, 
a reflecting pool and 168 empty chairs stand 
watch in downtown Oklahoma City, while 
nearby, a museum’s exhibits illustrate the 
events of that day and those that followed. 

On April 1 9, 2000, the fifth anniversary 
of the Oklahoma City bombing, the symbolic 
outdoor memorial was dedicated by President 
Bill Clinton. Less than a year later, the Memorial 
Museum was opened to the public. 

The OKLAHOMA CITY NATIONAL MEMORIAL & 
museum is a place of hope and resilience and a 
constant reminder of the senselessness of violence. 

Bill Scheihing, chairman of the board of 
trustees, says, “It is a historically important place 
that sends the world a message of hope.” 

—KRISTIN HALE 

620 North Harvey in Oklahoma City. (405) 235- 
331 3 or oklahomacitynationalmemorial.org. 
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THE BIBLE is my book of knowledge 
and strength. This Bible, given to me by 
my brother Rusty, has been a source of 
strength for years. The CROSS was given 
to me by a young friend, Lindsey Rahhal, 
and is inscribed on the back, “Pray without 
ceasing.” My personal motto: Prayer can get 
you through anything. 


In 2005, I was fortunate enough to 
have been selected the JOURNAL 
RECORD'S WOMAN OF 
THE YEAR. This honor is very 
special to me, because so many 
of my mentors had previously 
won this award. It is also a 
reminder of how good a staff 
can make their boss look, 
and I know I share this award 
with so many of them. 


The GIRL SCOUT PIN 
I earned as a young girl is now 
part of a larger collection of 
hundreds of pins that include 
presidential visit security 
pins, special event and travel 
destination pins, and badges. 
The collection is evergrowing 
and reminds me of the 
wonderful opportunities I 
have been given. 


The FLANAGAN 
CHRISTENING 
GOWN was worn by our 
grandfather and his brothers 
and sisters and then my mother 
and her siblings. Years later, my 
sister, brother, and I all wore 
the dress for our christenings. 
The dress, now more than a 
hundred years old, has been 
worn by our two children for 
their dedications. 


This SHOVEL AND 
HARD HAT are keepsakes from the 
groundbreaking and construction of 
the Oklahoma City National Memorial 
& Museum. In October 1998, we 
turned the dirt that today stands as the 
Oklahoma City National Memorial. 

It has been my honor to see this site 
rise from what was one of the worst 
terrorist attacks on American soil to a 
place of hope. 


KYLE GANDY 
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is now offering stay and play packages. 
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By Louisa McCune-Elmore 


City Slickers 

On the streets where we live, Oklahoma City comes alive. 


T HE beautiful know it well. They understand 
that aging can be nothing short of fabulous, 
that growing into your own skin brings ir- 
resistible confidence, and that crow’s-feet 
are to be exalted as a happy-to-pay price 
for at last understanding great design, clean lines, and 
the timeless mixing- and-matching of ensemble pieces. 
Youth, then, is not so much alluring as it is instructive. 
We race, we stumble, we fall, and then we learn. Good 
genes can go a long way toward upping an attraction 
quotient, but for commanding good looks, there is 
never a worthy substitute for studied 
appreciation of past masters and, per- 
haps the greatest mark of real beauty, 
embracing who you really are. 

Oklahoma City has figured this 
out. The wallflower has become the 
beautiful woman. 

The nice thing about this particular 
coming-of-age story is that it has no 
one lead character except the city -__J 
itself, now an elegantly dressed figure 
decorated with a ring of pearls called 
MAPS. Lets not forget, too, that 
this modern urban persona is loved, 
adored, even heralded, a heroine once 
oblivious to her wiles but now owning her beauty with 
great charm. Eliza Doolittle, if you will. 

Despite this one marquee star — our city of Oklahoma 
City, the phoenix on the prairie — a cast of many gets the 
credit for the shapely transition from underwhelming urban 
sprawl in 1980 s to a city on the verge of something great 
in the late 1990 s to the major-league metropolis we call 
home today. Oklahoma City? It is the most rapid urban 
revitalization in history, transforming its fortunes in a 
mere fifteen years from forgettable to fantastic. 

First, we listened to the bureaucrats and policymakers, 
and enough of us took a chance at the polls on their ideas. 

City on the Verge, Oklahoma Todays July/August 2000 
special issue on Oklahoma City 


No one was sure what the changes would bring, but to 
those willing to trust the plan, the signs were hopeful and 
impressive. The eccentric artists and progressives were 
embraced later, once it became universally understood 
that to have greatness you must have variety Why not, 
we seemed to say: Oklahoma City has room for us all. 

Adding these supporting characters to the rolling 
credits gave a richer patina to the whole incredible story 
A few mayors, a billionaire or two, and a rock band 
combined with two unlikely bodies of water, a stampede 
of fiberglass bison, and more than three billion dollars: 
In Oklahoma City, the beauty has 
always been in the unexpected, the 
incongruous, and the bizarre, much 
like this photograph to the left. 

For those who were able to learn 
the green-grass lesson early on — that 
mere desirability is a false lure; it’s reality 
that’s so compelling — Oklahoma City 
became a blank slate on which to write 
the city of our imagination. The earliest 
of these leaders even had a name for it: 
Visions of a New Frontier. 

My favorite part of living here these 
last eleven years has been watching our 
people happily fill perceived voids. It’s a 
theme I return to again and again: In Okla- 
homa City we have something few great cities have to 
spare, space to create. It’s all around us — in the build- 
ings, the businesses, the artwork, the vegetable garden. 
If the individuals who were coloring in the lines of our 
city were visionary enough to dream it and ambitious 
enough to make it happen, they were big enough to 
deserve our applause. 

Want to grow tomatoes? Want to build a canal? Want 
to make an old grain elevator a stand-in for a Martian 
stronghold? Do it with vigor and grace. Just don’t let any 
of us stand in your way That’s the Oklahoma City way 

Louisa McCune-Elmore is editor in chief of O klahoma 
Today. She lives near downtown Oklahoma City. 



OklahomaToday.com 


73 



VISIONS OF A NEW FRONTIER 
In an era when men ruled the work force, 
Edith Kinney Gaylord created her own 
possibilities, paving the way for generations 
of women to come. 






BY EMILY JERMAN 


BEYOND 

WORDS 

YEARS BEFORE BETTY FRIEDAN AND GLORIA STEINEM 
MADE THEIR MARK ON HISTORY, AN OKLAHOMA CITY 
WOMAN, EDITH KINNEY GAYLORD, BLAZED HER OWN TRAIL 
AS A JOURNALIST IN A DECIDEDLY MAN’S WORLD. 


W HEN THIRTY-SEVEN-YEAR-OLD JOURNALIST 

Edith Kinney Gaylord welcomed a Kansas reporter 
to Washington, D.C., in the fifties, she gave him and 
his wife their first taste of Chinese food — and used 
chopsticks. Just a decade before, she’d planted herself in the nations 
capital and in a profession deemed the realm of men. 

The daughter of Oklahoma City publishing magnate E.K. Gaylord, 
Edith Gaylord — reserved yet fearless in speaking her mind; liberal in 
a politically conservative family; a lover of language who voiced dry 
humor; wealthy, but quietly so — went her own way, ahead of and 
in spite of her time. 

Independent? “Very, always,” says her attorney and longtime friend 
Bill Ross. Born March 5, 1916, in Oklahoma City, Gaylord grew 
up as the country faced the Depression. But like her family, wealthy 
from its publishing empire, she strove to help, according to friends. 
Graduating from Classen High School, she “conned her dad” into 
funding a yearbook, Ross says. After attending Colorado College and 
graduating from Wells College in New York, she headed home to 
learn to write at her father’s paper, now The Oklahoman. 

She fit journalism well: Childhood bedtimes often frustrated 
her, she told Oklahoma Publishing Company biographer David 
Dary, because she always felt she was “missing something.” 


“I was born into the newspaper business,” she said. “I will die a 
newsperson no matter what I’m doing. That happens to be my deep- 
est love and concern.” 

The profession, however, belonged to men. From 1 933 on, in an 
effort to undo the career constraints on women, First Lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt held women-only press conferences, forcing newspapers to 
hire women. World War II also opened more doors as men vacated 
positions. Gaylord applied with the Associated Press. 

“She wanted to prove she could do it on her own,” says Dary, former 
University of Oklahoma journalism school director. 

Hired to the AP’s New York branch in 1942 and transferred to 
D.C. shortly after, the dark-haired twenty-something hit her AP beat 
the only woman on the Washington general news staff. She knocked 
out stories in the 1940s traveling the country with Madam Chiang 
Kai-Shek, wife of China’s generalissimo, and covered topics ranging 
from the Coast Guard women’s reserve uniforms to the nuances 
of women’s vote. The biggest news she covered, she said later, was 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s death. 

After only two years with the AP, the twenty-eight-year-old became 
president of the Women’s National Press Club. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
for whom Gaylord served as go-between with the press as part of 
her duties, gave an inaugural speech on behalf of her young friend. 
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It would be 1971 before the National Press Club welcomed women 
into its ranks. 

By the time Allan Cromley, the Daily Oklahomans new Washington 
correspondent, arrived in 1 953, Gaylord was freelancing and entertaining 
high-ranking D.C. journalists in her roomy, high-ceilinged apartment 
across the street from the owner of the Washington Post , her digs the 
only clue to her wealth, Cromley said. When an extremely conservative 
relative visited Cromley, he invited Gaylord along, purposely seating 
his left-leaning friend next to the man. She gave Cromley a single 
comment afterward: “I hope I performed well for you.” 

After two short-lived marriages, by the early 1960s, Gaylord had 
returned home and helped found Oklahoma City’s American Civil 
Liberties Union. The often anonymous philanthropy characterizing 
the rest of her life, Ross says, spanned all. 

“She wanted to help the masses, and she was very, very adamant 
about helping women,” he says. “She wanted them out of their 
second-class citizen role she’d seen in her own life. I think that is why 
she and Mrs. Roosevelt hit it off so well.” 

In 1982, Gaylord established the Ethics and Excellence in Journalism 
Foundation, which provides millions of dollars in grants nationwide, 
and the Inasmuch Foundation, to support mainly Oklahoma efforts 
in education, social needs, the arts, historic preservation, and more. As 
she predicted, she remained keen for information — and accuracy — 
until her death in 2001. 

Before her nightly ritual of Tanqueray and tonic, “She’d listen to 
three or four newscasters and be critical of all of them. Or she’d find 
some kind of a misprint, and it would drive her crazy,” says Ross. 
“She was far from perfect. She could be temperamental and lose her 
patience,” he says, attributing that to debilitating arthritis. “But she 
did not let it stop her. And that was the way she was with everything 
in her life.” 
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OU - Oklahoma’s Academic Flagship 



• OU ranks number one in the nation among all 
public universities in the number of National Merit 
Scholars enrolled per capita. 

• OU’s Campaign for Scholarships has reached 
the $130 million mark, allowing the university to 
double new scholarships for students in just four 
years. 

• OU is one of the few public universities in the 
nation to cap the class size of first-year English 
composition courses at no more than 19 students. 

• The University of Oklahoma Libraries has added 
its 5 millionth volume, continuing a commanding 
lead as the state's largest research library and 
claiming one of the top two spots in size among 
Big 12 libraries. 

• OU is among the top universities in the nation 
in Goldwater Scholarship winners, with 12 in the 
past four years, and OU student Andrea DenHoed 
was named OU's 27th Rhodes Scholar in 2007. 


• OU has the academically highest ranked 
student body at a public university in Oklahoma. 

• OU has over a $1 .5 billion impact on the state's 
economy each year. 

• OU ranks first in the Big 1 2 and at the top in 
the nation in international reciprocal exchange 
agreements with countries around the world. The 
University has 174 student exchange agreements 
with universities in 66 countries. More than 

1 ,500 students from almost 1 00 countries are 
enrolled on OU's Norman campus. 

• OU's debate team is one of the first in decades 
to win the tournaments at Harvard, Northwestern 
and Wake Forest, in addition to the National 
Intercollegiate Debate Championship. 

• The University has created an Honors College 
with one of the largest honors programs among 
public universities in the United States. More 
than 2,600 students participate in small classes of 
19 or less. 


The University of Oklahoma is an equal opportunity institution. 


Qj - The Impact of Excellence 
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LESS THAN A GENERATION AFTER MAPS, DOWNTOWN OKLAHOMA 
CITY’S DRAMATIC RESURGENCE HAS MADE A BELIEVER OF 
EVERYONE FROM JOE Q. CITIZEN TO A MU LTIBILLION- DOLLAR 
GLOBAL BRAND, THE NBA. 
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N GHT VISION 


Downtown Oklahoma City is lit up in more ways 
■ than one. Tfi years after t|e first MAPS project was 
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completed, the $356 millioh in public spenffig for MAPS 
has spurred more than $2 billion in private investment, a 


downtown resurrection whose converts inc ude the NBA 
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ON THE LINE 

We asked seven of 
Oklahoma City's 
innovators a simple 
question. Why OKC? 



STEVE STURGES, 

creative director ; 
Visual Image 
Advertising 

Oklahoma City offers the best of 
all worlds: A city that dreams big. 
Handshake deals. Great sunsets. 
People. For nearly twenty years, 
Visual Image has been inspired 
by our home, even without 
mountains, theme parks, and 
movie stars. In marketing and 
advertising, it’s essential to 
attract great minds. Visual Image 
has found talent capable of not 
only sustaining business in this 
marketplace but winning business 
regionally and even nationally. 

We learned early on that there 
is no creative compromise in 
calling Oklahoma City home. In 
our business, innovative thought 
trumps beachfront property and 
roller coasters. 


FOR THIS END, 
WE MUST he knit 

together, in this work, 

as one man We 

must uphold a fa- 
miliar commerce together. ...We must delight in each 
other; make others conditions our own; rejoice together, 
mourn together, labor and suffer together, always hav- 
ing before our eyes our commission and community 

in the work, as members of the same body For we 

must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill. 
The eyes of all people are upon us. ” 

In 1630, when Puritan leader John Winthrop 
delivered this sermon to hundreds of Pilgrims aboard 
the Arbella during the long, storm- tossed journey 
from England to the New World, it’s a sure bet the 
land upon which downtown Oklahoma City would 
one day rest was the furthest thing from his mind. 
Nearly four centuries later, substitute plain for hill, 
and this excerpt from the Colonial era becomes an 
improbably apt description of the remarkable res- 
urrection of Oklahoma’s Capital City fifteen years 
after the first MAPS initiative narrowly passed in 
December 1993. 


Vision never has been in short supply in 
Oklahoma City. After all, it led the city to hire 
illustrious architect and planner I.M. Pei in 1964 
to develop a plan to revive downtown, which was 
falling victim to blight and the exodus of many 
residents to the sparkling allure of the suburbs 
springing up in every direction from the capital’s 
center. City leaders and the new Urban Renewal 
Authority soon took dramatic, and controversial, 
steps. Faster than residents could say, “Check out 
the size of that wrecking ball,” dozens of buildings 
had fallen to make way for the Pei Plan. 

A slowdown in construction and the oil bust of 
the eighties prevented the grand downtown city 
leaders envisioned from ever quite coming together. 
Historic buildings like the Biltmore Hotel came 
down; modern ones like the Myriad went up, but 
Pei’s plan for a central shopping mall he called Tivoli 
Gardens — a plan that permanently displaced most 
of downtown’s retailers — eventually was reduced to 
a parking garage. 

Today, a very different Urban Renewal Authority — 
much smaller in size, with more city oversight, and 
whose five volunteer commissioners are community 



“WHEN I CAME BACK, WHAT 
I SAW WAS THE BEGINNING 
OF SOMETHING THAT WAS 
POTENTIALLY VERY BIG.” 


For when the topic is Oklahoma City’s downtown, 
lofty sermonic concepts like sacrifice, diligence, 
unified purpose, and another keystone, vision, 
have placed this city on the plain squarely in a 
central position on the national stage. Oklahoma 
City has arrived. 

UZZWORDS LIKE VISION are tossed around with 
impunity in metropolitan areas everywhere, 
and Oklahoma City is no exception. But 
here, the constant interplay between a generative 
idea like vision and the stakeholders who execute 
it has created the smooth-functioning machine of 
downtown Oklahoma City. Call it a big economic 
engine that could. 


heavy-hitters handpicked by the mayor and approved 
by the City Council — has a hand in a majority of 
downtown developments of note. Among its star 
projects are the Presbyterian Health Foundation 
Research Park, the Oklahoma City Museum of 
Art, and the Skirvin Hilton hotel. 

“We purchase land and we acquire land. We hold land 
and we sell land. But we don’t just sell it,” says Urban 
Renewal Authority real estate administrator Bill Eudy. 
“We sell it and enter into contracts with redevelopers 
who agree to redevelop the property in ways that fulfill 
the mission of the Urban Renewal Authority.” 

That mission? To encourage public and private 
development that enhances Oklahoma City’s qual- 
ity of life. 
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Rand Elliott of Eliott + Associates 
Architects gave a modern look 
to the Underground (formerly the 
Conncourse), a series of subterranean 
tunnels and bridges that connect 30 
downtown Oklahoma City buildings. 
The Underground received a special 
achievement award in 2007 from the 
International Downtown Association. 
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With 14 nightclubs and 



23 restaurants, Bricktown ' 
is downtown’s go-to 
entertainment district. 
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The revival of Midtown, spearheaded by St. 
Anthony Hospital’s campus improvements 
and the efforts of developers like Greg Banta, 
includes new restaurants, shops, and soon, 
living spaces. 
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One city leader on the frontlines of commu- 
nicating downtown’s quality of life is chamber of 
commerce president and CEO Roy Williams. He 
lived and worked in Oklahoma City between 1989 
and 1992, left the state to pursue other opportuni- 
ties, then returned in 2002. Ten years’ difference, 
Williams says, was like staggering out of darkest 
night to blink back the light of a bright, bright 
sunshiny day. 

“When they called me in 2002, 1 had absolutely no 
desire to come back here,” Williams says. “When I 
was in Oklahoma City before, downtown was dead. 
My office was up on Sixty-third and Broadway, I 
lived at Sixty-third and Villa, and in the four years 
that I lived in Oklahoma City, I probably didn’t 
come downtown more than half a dozen times. 
There was no reason to. There was nothing going on. 
When I came back, what I saw was the beginning 
of something that was potentially very big.” 

No one disputes the sheer heft of MAPS, former 
mayor Ron Norick’s plan to publicly fund the revi- 
talization of Oklahoma City, primarily downtown 
Oklahoma City. This is the city that MAPS built, 
and MAPS is the one factor every person who 
knows anything about downtown points to as the 
progenitor of its present success. Without MAPS, 
there’s no rhapsodic city upon the plain; it’s just 
plain old Oklahoma City. 

By 2002, the year Roy Williams returned to 
Oklahoma City, most of the $35 6 million worth 
of taxpayer-funded MAPS projects — including the 
Bricktown Ballpark, improvements to the Civic 
Center Music Hall and Cox Business Services Con- 
vention Center (formerly the Myriad), and Ford 
Center — had come to fruition, and private invest- 
ment in Bricktown and other parts of downtown 
had taken hold like a clamp on wood. 

That investment has led to a total of 1,616 hotel 
rooms (there were 395 as recently as 1993), improve- 
ments to existing buildings, new construction, a 
high-concept boathouse and rowing activities on the 
renamed Oklahoma River, a burgeoning downtown 
residential scene, and new restaurants and retail. 
All told, since passage of the original MAPS vote 
in December 1993, downtown Oklahoma City 
has enjoyed public and private development to 
the tune of a staggering $3.14 billion. That figure 


MAPS IS THE ONE FACTOR 
EVERY PERSON POINTS 
TO AS A PROGENITOR OF 
DOWNTOWN’S SUCCESS. 


grows bigger almost by the day. 

Mick Cornett is the third Oklahoma City mayor 
to ride the MAPS wave. 

“You want a city that your own citizens are proud 
enough of that they want to invite their family and 
friends from other parts of the country to come see 
it,” he says. “We didn’t have that before MAPS.” 

Every piece of the post-MAPS pie adds to the 
quality of life of downtown Oklahoma City’s most 
important stakeholder group, the people who live, 
work, and play there. National publications have 
taken notice. 

In February 2008, Bizjournals, an online division 
of American City Business Journals, publisher of 
dozens of business newspapers around the country, 
ranked Oklahoma City fourth in its survey of the least 
stressful metropolitan areas in the country. A month 
later, the group said it was the number-one market 
in the United States for affordable housing. 

In the last year, Forbes magazine has singled out 
Oklahoma City for accolade after accolade. Forbes 
ranks Oklahoma City fourth on its list of best cities 
for commuters, seventh among America’s cleanest 
cities, and nineteenth on best cities for jobs. The 
coup de grace? In April, the prestigious business 
publication named Oklahoma City the most 
recession-proof city in America, citing its increas- 
ing home prices and decreasing unemployment in 
the face of a nationwide economic downturn that 
is ravaging other parts of the country. 



M 


APS HAS BEEN a downtown genome of sorts, 
containing the urban material necessary to 
create and sustain economic development, 



EASTERN PROMISES 

The American Indian Cultural Center & Museum 


Good things, they say, happen to those who wait. 
Once completed, the American Indian cultural 
center & museum (AICCM), under construction on 
a 300-acre site at the intersection of Interstates 
35 and 40, will be a world-class addition to 


downtown Oklahoma City. The $150 million 
project, which includes the museum, a visitor 
center, and future commercial development, 
will be complete by 2012, barring funding and 
construction delays. (405) 239-5500 or aiccm.org. 


HUGH MEADE, 

art if actor 

We had lived in Atlanta for ten years and 
were looking for somewhere different, 
and frankly, less expensive. When my wife 
first suggested we consider Oklahoma 
City, I was less than enthusiastic. I was 
certain Oklahoma had nothing to offer 
someone like me. Then I visited in June 
2002 and saw the Dale Chihuly exhibit 
at the Oklahoma City Museum of Art; 
a locally produced independent film, 
Making Arrangements, at the movie 
theater; and a local independent stage 
production of The Blue Room in a 
warehouse. We moved to Oklahoma City 
in April 2003. My son goes to Wilson 
Elementary, a public school with an arts 
curriculum, down the street from a house 
we could never have afforded in Atlanta. 
We frequently are at the new downtown 
library, and we recently watched the 
Oklahoma RedHawks win a game at 
the Bricktown Ballpark on a beautiful 
Oklahoma summer day. But most 
importantly, and strangest of all, really, 
was that we just had a feeling that this is 
the place to be. And we were right. 
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JULIA KIRT, 

executive director of the 
Oklahoma Visual Arts 
Coalition 

We have so many talented 
artists, forward-thinking donors, 
enthusiastic volunteers, and 
motivated organizations. Artists in 
Oklahoma City are especially 
collaborative, offering each other 
resources, sharing opportunities, 
mentoring up-and-coming artists, 
and presenting each others’ artwork. 
Also, I am amazed that I am able 
to discuss ideas with city leaders 
and directors of foundations and 
the state’s arts organizations. They 
return my phone calls! In what other 
community could you have such 
access as a young person? 


amenities for citizens and visitors, and an improved 
infrastructure for years, perhaps even generations, to 
come. Much of that is in the form of near-constant 
construction, whether it’s landscaping in Bricktown’s 
pedestrian areas, dirt work south of Bass Pro Shop 
for a portion of the realignment of Interstate 40, or 
private-sector improvements to the First National 
Center and Bank of Oklahoma Plaza. 

Steve Mason, who owns Cardinal Engineering, 
has spent a significant amount of money hiring 
his own construction crews in Automobile Alley. 
In March, Cardinal moved from the Nichols Hills 
area to the top floor of 1015 North Broadway, a 
circa- 1908 structure once home to a Pierce- Arrow 


since 1995. From her birds-eye view, downtown’s 
comeback is easy to understand. 

“If you look at cities that are successful and 
continue to thrive, their vision goes on,” she says. 
“You’ve got to have that vision and people believ- 
ing in it and moving forward. In the leadership 
of Oklahoma City — elected officials, appointed 
officials, chamber folks, downtown folks, and 
neighborhood folks — we all get along and work 
together. That cooperative effort sets us apart from 
other cities.” 

Brett Hamm, president of Downtown OKC, a 
nonprofit that promotes and develops downtown, 
says that symbiosis is the difference-maker that has 


“EVERYBODY KEEPS ON TRACK 
OF THE VISION AND DOESN’T 
HAVE THEIR OWN AGENDAS. 
THE AGENDA IS THE VISION.” 


dealership and later to the city’s first air-conditioned 
ice skating rink. Mason bought the 30,000-square- 
foot building three years ago for $419,000 and has 
rehabbed it to the tune of $3.7 million. 

Mason points with pride to the original wood 
and steel he’s repurposed into elements of Cardinal’s 
interior design and shows off his ground-floor retail 
tenants, Bicycle Alley and Coffee Slingers. The 
building, he says, “is 100 percent leased.” 

Why go to all the trouble and expense? 

“Cardinal’s future is our young people,” he says. 
“And you have to think about where young people 
will want to be. This area’s becoming more desir- 
able every day.” 

In addition to 1015 North Broadway, Mason 
owns four buildings immediately east of Broad- 
way on Northwest Ninth. The $1 million Iguana 
Mexican Grill, a reconceived spin on the popular 
Western Avenue restaurant that shut its doors in 
2003, opened in late July, and a specialty bakery, 
Sara Sara Cupcakes, should be up and running next 
door to Iguana sometime this fall. 

Like nearly everyone involved in maintaining and 
growing downtown, Mason talks about what he calls 
“spheres of influence,” or public and private entities 
that, independently but in concert, keep the vision 
top of mind and the momentum humming. 

Ann Simank has served as councilwoman of 
Ward 6, which encompasses much of downtown, 


taken downtown where it needs to be. 

“Oklahoma City’s vision transcends the current 
occupant of the mayor’s office,” he says. “We’re 
fortunate to have visionary leadership in Oklahoma 
City and a city and chamber that can work closely 
together with all the stakeholders.” 

“Everybody keeps on track of that vision and 
doesn’t have their own agendas,” says Downtown 
OKC marketing director Kim Searls. “The agenda 
is the vision.” 

M APS MAY HAVE made a big footprint on the 
urban DNA of downtown Oklahoma City, 
but few could have predicted that it would 
provide seed money for two private-sector investments 
with price tags greater than all the MAPS projects 
combined. Both — one almost immediately, one in 
the not-too-distant future — will add big numbers 
to downtown’s economic impact ledger. 

Who knew the NBA would be making a fast 
break to Oklahoma City, much less that it would 
happen twice in three years? Sometimes tragedy is 
the spark for a tipping point, and that’s just what 
Hurricane Katrina provided in summer 2005. 

After hearing that the New Orleans Hornets would 
be displaced by devastating flooding, Mayor Mick 
Cornett quickly invited the team to play its home 
schedule at the Ford Center. Oklahoma City fans 
rolled out in droves, packing the Ford Center and 
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City officials say the next MAPS initiative 
will include a mass transit component: 
Citizens ranked it at the top of their MAPS 3 
wish list in a recent survey. 


Created by Oklahoma City Community College 
students, staff, and volunteers, the Devon^entennial 
Mosaic Mural on the northwest end of the Bricktown 
Canal was dedicated on October 3, 2007. 









FILM ROW 

Chip Fudge is redeveloping 
this portion of downtown 
near Sheridan and Lee, 
one of only two historic 
film exchanges in the 
nation with most original 
buildings intact. 


RONALD J. NORICK 
DOWNTOWN LIBRARY 

The final MAPS project cost 
$21.3 million and opened in 
August 2004. 


MYRIAD 

GARDENS 


COX BUSINESS SERVICES 
CONVENTION CENTER 

MAPS refreshed this convention 
center to the tune of $60 million. 


FORD CENTER 

Starting this fall, Oklahoma 
City's new NBA team will 
play here. 


INTERSTATE 40 

This portion of the highway will 
be downtown s boulevard after 
the relocation of 1-40. 







MIDTOWN 


PRESBYTERIAN 
HEALTH FOUNDATION 
RESEARCH PARK 

With a $1.7 billion annual 
impact, it's the biggest economic 
engine in downtown. 


BUSINESS 

DISTRICT 


AT&T BRICKTOWN 
BALLPARK 

The first completed MAPS 
project had a price tag of 
$34 million. 



BRICKTOWN 

itaffn 

It's the undisputed enter- 


tainment hub of downtown. 
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deco masterpiece is in the midst of a $9 million 

___ 

renovation, with additional improvements to 

elevators, bathrooms, and upper floors to come. 
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SHANE BROWN 


“THE NBA VALIDATES ALL THE 
EFFORTS THAT HAVE GONE IN 
TO CREATE THIS GOLDEN AGE 
WE’VE ENTERED INTO.” 


enthusiastically supporting their adopted team. The 
Hornets played the majority of their home games 
in downtown Oklahoma City for two seasons, and 
sad as fans were to say goodbye, it was something 
of a foregone conclusion when the team returned 
to New Orleans Arena to start the 2007 season. 

Backtrack to July 2006, when an Oklahoma 
City-based ownership group with deep pockets 
purchased NBAs Seattle SuperSonics. The own- 
ers said their preference would be for the team to 
remain in Seattle, contingent upon securing public 
funding for a new arena. The money never came, 
and the Sonics’ owners, led by chairman Clayton 
Bennett, took steps to relocate them in Oklahoma 
City as soon as feasible, but no later than fall 2010, 
when their KeyArena lease was up. 

On March 4 of that year, Oklahoma City voters 
overwhelmingly passed yet another temporary sales 
tax — its fourth since the original 1993 MAPS vote — 
to generate $121.6 million to pay for Ford Center 
upgrades and a state-of-the-art practice facility. In 
the Pacific Northwest, meanwhile, Bennett was 
embroiled in a contentious federal lawsuit against 
the City of Seattle. The owners wanted to buy out 
the remainder of the team’s lease; the city wanted to 
force the team to stay until 2010, hopeful — some 
might say desperate — that they could somehow 
rescind the sale. 

It didn’t happen. On July 2, Bennett announced 
that the owners had settled with Seattle and that the 
team would be relocated to Oklahoma City. The 
move, he said, would begin the next day. Preseason 
training begins in September. 

Mayor Cornett, for one, isn’t worried about the 
short time frame for the team’s move. 

“We’ve already proven we can ramp up and take 
a team early,” he says. 

Chamber president Roy Williams sees the team’s arrival 
as evidence of Oklahoma City’s newfound cachet. 

“It continues the momentum that we have been 
on now for well over a decade,” he says. “This is 
another block that we put on top of that block that 
says, ‘Hey, Oklahoma City has its act together and is 
going down a road that is really cool and really good 
for the citizens and for this community.’” 


Back when the Hornets were in town, a chamber 
of commerce study indicated that the team had an 
annual economic impact of $66 million in downtown. 
Williams predicts an even greater windfall from a 
permanent team. 

“Certainly the NBA adventure we’ve been on is 
the biggest thing to happen in modern Oklahoma 
City history,” Cornett says. “This validates all the 
efforts that have gone in to create this golden age 
we’ve entered into. We knew we’d arrived, but until 
the NBA came in, the rest of the country might not 
have known it.” 

The implications, Williams says, are significant 
and transcend the sizable economic benefits to 
downtown. 

“The even greater benefit is how it repositions 
Oklahoma City in the eyes of not only the United 
States but the world,” he says. “A third party called the 
NBA has put their stamp of approval on Oklahoma 
City as a market where a major-league franchise can 
be successful. That’s a clear message to a lot of cor- 
porate executives that we are a very viable market in 
North America. If they do not have a presence here 
and they’re looking to expand their presence, maybe 
we’re one of the places they need to look.” 

A homegrown corporate executive recently made 
a big announcement of his own, and it’s a tall order. 
Larry Nichols, chairman and CEO of Oklahoma 
City-based Devon Energy Corporation, plans to 
build a new, skyline-changing corporate headquar- 
ters immediately north of the Myriad Gardens that 
will in all likelihood become downtown’s tallest 
structure. The petroleum industry has fared well 
in recent years, and Devon’s constantly increasing 
roster of employees are now scattered among five 
downtown sites. The new Devon Center would 
move them all under one roof. 

Shortly after the March 2008 announcement, 
Nichols estimated that the building would include 
at least a million square feet, rise thirty-seven stories, 
and cost at least $350 million. 

Wipe those numbers off the board. As plans for 
the Devon Center have firmed up, Nichols says, 
“Those numbers are no longer good numbers. It’s 
so much higher. We think the building will be 
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O'KEEFE, 

co-owner and art 
director of Red 
House graphic design 
company 

Oklahoma City has become the 
new frontier once again and 
is working hard to develop the 
“New Renaissance,” cultivating 
art, community, and creativity. 

Over the past ten years, the city 
has invested in ways to offer the 
essential entertainments of any 
large metropolis while maintaining 
the comfort of a small, laid-back 
city. After we decided to locate 
Red House here, we discovered 
its central location was prime for 
conducting not only national but 
international business. 
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JIM TOLBERT BELIEVES TWO THINGS 
REVIVED DOWNTOWN. ONE WAS MAPS. 
THE OTHER WAS DEVON ENERGY. 



RYAN 

CUNNINGHAM, 

artist 


I am living proof of all that 
Oklahoma City has to offer artists. 
In a few short years, my paintings 
have gone from the walls of my 
house to the walls of galleries and 
private and corporate collections 
across the country. Of course, all 
of this might have happened had 
I been living in another city. But 
from knowing artists in larger 
cities with so-called “better” 
arts communities, I know that 
Oklahoma City artists have access 
and opportunities that simply 
don’t exist in those cities. From 
City Arts Center and the Oklahoma 
Visual Artists Coalition to countless 
restaurants, businesses, and 
galleries that generously offer their 
wall space to artists, Oklahoma 
City offers its artists the ability to 
gain a foothold in the art world 
from which they can springboard 
to any aspiration. 


significantly bigger because our employee head 
count keeps growing.” 

The murky details about the building’s size, height, 
and price will be clearer after Devon presents its 
proposals to the Urban Renewal Authority, which 
owns the site, on August 20. Downtown Oklahoma 
City may soon be home to a building unlike anything 
ever seen here; Nichols has said he’s looked to the 
megascrapers of Dubai for inspiration. 

“If Larry Nichols hadn’t made the decision that 
he could build a big oil company in Oklahoma City 
instead of in Houston and hadn’t been determined to 
be downtown, all the things we did with public funds 
would have been a little bit academic,” says Jim Tolbert, 
a longtime Urban Renewal Commissioner. 

Tolbert believes two things revived downtown. 
One was MAPS. The other was Devon Energy. 

“The stimulus of Devon’s potentially $400 mil- 
lion headquarters changes the entire dynamic of 
downtown,” Tolbert says. “It creates a new stabil- 
ity and confidence for investors. If that kind of 
investment is made by the private sector, I think 
it will be followed by additional investment, major 
investment, from the private sector.” 

Jim Tolbert’s involvement in downtown Oklahoma 
City spans forty-nine years, and his First Oklahoma 
Corporation has officed in Bricktown since 1985. 
What has become downtown’s go-to entertainment 
district was then home to few. “There weren’t even 
any derelicts,” Tolbert says. 

Another of Jim Tolbert’s many hats is chairman 
emeritus of the Myriad Gardens Foundation. 

“The Myriad Gardens is very near and dear to my 
heart,” he says. “Put 2,500 Devon employees next 
door, and all of a sudden, it’s a different world. Part 
of what Larry Nichols wants to do as he develops 
his building is stimulate a dramatic enhancement 
of the gardens as his front yard.” 

Nichols expects construction on Devon Center to 
begin in summer 2009. If everything goes according 
to plan, it will open in 2012. Meanwhile, SandRidge 
Energy’s ongoing renovations of its downtown head- 
quarters, the former Kerr-McGee tower, and the 
relocation of the company’s five hundred employees 
to that building by late 2008 or early 2009 brings 
another energy sector player into the city’s center. 
Company officials say it may be the biggest corporate 
relocation downtown in history. 


“Tom Ward is very committed to his home state of 
Oklahoma and to Oklahoma City in particular,” says 
Marsha Wooden, SandRidge Energy’s vice president 
of administration. “Almost immediately after moving 
the company’s headquarters here from Amarillo, we 
began searching for a permanent location, look- 
ing in several areas around the metro, including 
downtown. When the opportunity to acquire the 
former Kerr-McGee tower arose, the significance 
of occupying such an important building — both in 
terms of its history and its future potential — were 
not lost on us. It was a natural fit.” 

T HE NBA, ANNOUNCEMENT of a skyline-changing 
corporate tower, billions of dollars in develop- 
ment, committed leaders, and citizens who 
buy into the vision. Where does Oklahoma City 
go from here? South. 

Turns out Devon Center isn’t the only big 
downtown happening scheduled for 2012. That’s 
also the year a $557 million realignment of the 
four-and-a-half-mile elevated portion of Interstate 
40 between May Avenue and Interstate 235 is 
expected to be complete. A few blocks south of 
the current alignment, the new ten-lane highway 
will be a combination of depressed and street- 
level roadway. The impact on downtown will be 
significant. 

“To move an interstate highway is almost unheard 
of,” says Larry Nichols. “We have an opportu- 
nity to move it out of the way of the growth of 
downtown, to have instead of an elevated bridge a 
below-grade facility that is less a blocking feature 
and a barrier to growth.” 

Moving the elevated portion of the Crosstown 
Expressway was necessary, says project engineer 
John Bowman of the Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation. The aging roadway was not built 
to sustain its current traffic flow or accommodate 
speeds greater than sixty miles per hour. The road’s 
relocation, Bowman says, “is the highest-cost 
project ODOT has ever undertaken.” 

In this case, size is everything, because the 
ongoing realignment project has given rise to 
downtown Oklahoma City’s newest and perhaps 
most ambitious vision yet, Core to Shore. 

In a nutshell, Core to Shore is a comprehensive, 
long-term city plan to extend downtown development 
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IN LESS TIME THAN IT TAKES A SHOT CLOCK TO EXPIRE, FIND 
OUT HOW OKLAHOMA CITY'S NBA TEAM CAME TO BE. 


April 18, <.vvo 

The NBA Board of Governors votes 
28-2 to relocate the Sonics to 
Oklahoma City. 


July 2, 2008 
In a settlement of their federal 
trial just hours before the judge’s 
ruling, Professional Basketball 
Club agrees to a minimum $45 
million payout to allow the team 
formerly known as the Sonics 
to relocate to Oklahoma City 
immediately. 


July 20, 2008 
KOCO-TV in Oklahoma City 
reports that the team’s name will 
be the Oklahoma City Thunder. 
The team’s spokesperson, Dan 
Mahoney, neither confirms nor 
denies the report. 


July 21, 2008 
The NBA announces that it has 
registered six nicknames for the 
Oklahoma City team: Energy, 
Thunder, Marshalls, Barons, 
Wind, and Bison. 


August 6, 2008 
The NBA announces 
Oklahoma City’s 
2008-2009 
schedule, which 
includes 41 home 
games and an 
opener against 
the Milwaukee 
Bucks at the 
Ford Center. 


August 2008 
After Oklahoma Today goes 
to press, the team name is 
announced. 


October 31, 2006 

Sale of the SuperSonics and Storm 
is finalized and approved by the 
NBA. 


April 13, 2007 
The Hornets play their final game at 
the Ford Center, losing to the Denver 
Nuggets 105-107. 


August 29, 2005 

Hurricane Katrina hits New Orleans 
and the Mississippi coast. 

September 20, 2005 

Oklahoma City and the NBA make 
an agreement for the New Orleans 
Hornets to play most of their home 
games at the Ford Center. 


November 1, 2005 

The Hornets play their first 
game at the Ford Center, 
beating the Sacramento 
Kings 93-67. 


July 2006 

Eight Oklahoma City 
businessmen — including 
Dorchester Capital chairman 
Clayton Bennett, Chesapeake 
Energy CEO Aubrey McClendon, 
SandRidge Energy CEO Tom 
Ward, and MidFirst Bank CEO 
Jeff Records — form Professional 
Basketball Club LLC. 

July 18, 2006 
Seattle SuperSonics owners 
announce that they are selling 
the team and the WNBA Storm to 
Professional Basketball Club for 
$350 million. 
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January 2008 
A Seattle group buys the 
WNBA Storm from Professional 
Basketball Club. 

March 4, 2008 
Oklahoma City voters approve 
a temporary penny sales tax 
to fund $100 million in Ford 
Center improvements to bring 
the facility up to NBA standards 
and a $20 million stand-alone 
practice facility. 


March 10, 2008 

For the fourth year in a row, 
Washington legislators refuse 
to authorize taxes for a 
KeyArena upgrade. 


November 2, 2007 

Clay Bennett notifies the NBA of 
his intent to move the team to 
Oklahoma City. 
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SECOND TIME AROUND 
Nightlife in Bricktown, here seen from a 
familiar vantage point, is thriving, thanks in 
part to downtown’s more than $3 billion in 
public and private investments — much of it in 
the form of restaurants, clubs, and hotels — 
that has occurred in the area since MAPS. 
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MELISSA 

SCARAMUCCI, 

program director of the 
deadCENTER Film 
Festival 

Oklahoma City is at a really 
interesting place right now; it is 
a very easy place for a creative 
person to live. The cost of living 
is low, the arts organizations are 
accessible, and the interest in 
various programs is on the rise. 
With the boom of downtown, 
more people are wandering 
into established galleries, and 
artists are thinking about new 
ways to get their work in front 
of a concentrated audience. In 
film, I credit the Oklahoma Film 
and Music Office, the Oklahoma 
City Museum of Art, and the 
deadCENTER Film Festival 
with making independent film 
available to everyone. Art is 
meeting commerce in downtown 
Oklahoma City, and magic on 
screen is the result. 


from the current alignment of Interstate 40 more 
than a dozen blocks south to the Oklahoma River, 
a total of 750 acres. The elevated portion of 1-40 
would be converted to a grand, six-lane boulevard at 
street level between Walker and Oklahoma avenues 
that would become downtown’s main thoroughfare 
and virtual front door. The entire area would be 
pedestrian-friendly, with scooters and bikes, already 
seen more and more often downtown, and foot 
traffic the primary means of transportation. 

Russell Claus, an Australia transplant who first 
came to Oklahoma City in the aftermath of the 
Oklahoma City bombing to coordinate the city’s 
recovery programs, is the director of the Oklahoma 
City Planning Department and project manager 
for Core to Shore. 

“Downtowns are the indicator, the canary in terms 
of their communities,” he says. “Urban areas should 
continue to get better and better over time. We’re 
laying the foundation for that to happen.” 

Much of Core to Shore’s development — which 
may take up to thirty years to complete — would 
be mixed use, a combination of housing at vari- 
ous price points, high-end retail anchoring the 
new boulevard, river development (“The river is 
going to become our major recreational resource,” 
Claus says), and significant new public spaces and 


publicly funded projects, which is where the Tier 
II study — a joint project of the city, chamber, and 
State Fair of Oklahoma — comes in. 

Officials estimate that downtown Oklahoma 
City already has eight million visitors per year, 
but they’re not content with that figure. Urban 
tiers are all about a city’s ability to accommodate 
various sizes of conventions, and convention busi- 
ness and the outside dollars conventioneers spend 
is powerful economic fuel for any downtown. 
Oklahoma City’s Tier II study is the first step in 
moving from its current Tier III status to the next 
level. To put all this tier talk in context, Tier III 
cities include Albuquerque, New Mexico; Little 
Rock, Arkansas; and Tucson, Arizona. Tier II cit- 
ies Oklahoma City hopes to compete with in the 
future include Austin, Texas; Nashville, Tennessee; 
and Indianpolis, Indiana. 

The Cox Business Services Convention Center, all 
agree, has done a great job given its size limitations, 
but snagging bigger and more lucrative conven- 
tions will require investment in a new, much larger 
convention center and, says the just-completed first 
phase of the Tier II study, an adjoining convention 
hotel that could be funded through a public/private 
partnership similar to the one that was so successful 
in bringing back the Skirvin Hilton. 



City planners hope the public components of Core to Shore — including a convention center, convention hotel, 
and park — attract significant private-sector and residential and retail development, as this map shows. 
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litious project yet. These drawings 
ie future, wfiose boundaries will extend south to 
SIMRSfioma River. Oklahoma City Planning Department director Russell 
[Claus says, “You can live, work, play, do whatever you want within walking 
distance. That is extremely appealing to a growing sector of the population. ^ 


It’s proven successful everywhere else around the world. Europe’s been doing 
it for 500 years, and there’s no reason to say it can’t succeed here. We have 
good bones, and what we’re trying to do now is put some muscle on it.” 
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GUS TIETSORT, 

specialty glass designer 


The response I get when I am 
traveling for work has changed 
over the last couple of years. 

In the past I would always get 
the comment, “You’re from 
Oklahoma? Why do you stay 
there?” Now the comment I 
get is, “I’ve heard good things 
about Oklahoma.” Oklahoma is 
great. I love the people and the 
direction we are rapidly heading 
in. Due to our steady economy, 
our architectural and design 
community is getting to spread 
its wings, so to speak, and I feel 
fortunate to be involved with 
many of these projects at the 
ground level. 



The glass-fronted, twenty-one-story Leadership Square is 
downtown Oklahoma City’s largest and newest skyscraper. The 
distinctive building, completed in 1984, will move to the number- 
two position in both categories once Devon Energy builds^femev 
corporate headquarters nearby. 
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In the Core to Shore plan, the new hotel and 
convention center are located across from the Ford 
Center on the south side of the new boulevard. The 
convention center itself, and an eight-square-block 
public park to the west across Robinson, would 
likely be central components of a MAPS 3 public 
funding project. 

City officials are trying to determine the ideal 
timing and components of that MAPS 3 vote, as 
well as its cost. Conceivably, it could start right 
after the one-penny sales tax that’s funding NBA 


improvements lapses in early April 2010. 

More citizen buy-in for the long term, in other 
words, is absolutely critical, says Claus. 

“This project, in this form or some modified form, 
is absolutely essential to the future health of this city,” 
he says. “Some people may complain about the in- 
vestment, but what we have to understand is that it 
flows through the entire community. It attracts more 
employers. It attracts more creative people. It keeps 
people here. Downtown is the heart of the community. 
If the heart is healthy, the body will be healthy.” 
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Larry Nichols scoffs at the nay sayers, 
having once been one of them. He 
remembers hearing city leaders in the 
early 1970 s discuss how someday the 
central business district of downtown 
would merge with the medical area east 
of Lincoln. 

“I remember looking over that large 
slum that existed between downtown 
and the medical center and thinking 
those guys were crazy,” he says. “If 
you sat in the same seat now, however 
many years later, and looked across, 
it’s happened.” 

W HEN JOHN WINTHROP delivered 
his sermon to a boatload of 
seasick Pilgrims almost four 
centuries ago, he articulated a Puritan 
worldview and Protestant work ethic 
that helped define a nation, and a state, 
yet to come. 

Downtown in the capital city, a city 
upon the plain has introduced its own 
version of salvation for this lifetime. 
A series of ambitious public-private 
improvements and a host yet to come 
have led to an unprecedented urban 
success story, and the eyes of a nation 
are watching it happen. 

It’s no longer necessary for Oklahoma 
City officials or residents to hold their 
breath about downtown’s future. The 
next big things have happened, are hap- 
pening, or loom so large on the horizon 
they’re already three-dimensional in the 
mind’s eye. 

Rubbing elbows with some of the 
NBA’s brightest young stars, watch- 
ing progress on a new skyscraper as 
it reaches toward the stars, and play- 
ing, shopping, and residing along the 
banks of a first-class urban river would 
have been inconceivable to all but the 
most forward-looking Oklahoma City 
residents a mere fifteen years ago. For- 
tunately, visionaries are as organic to 
this place as red dirt. 

“Things are really, really good right 
now,” says the city’s mayor, Mick Cornett. 
“I look at what our city leaders, chamber 
of commerce, business leaders, and previ- 
ous mayors have done. We took some 
risks and made some right decisions, 
and our citizens have supported a lot 
of really key decisions. And I say, ‘You 
know what? We deserve it.’” 
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BizQuarters 


111 Harrison - 4,000 square foot "signature" suite - only suite left at Downtown OKC's 
gateway, includes AIA award winning lobby/conference area. 

- Bert Belanger 405.823.1089 


Barbour Energy Building 
corridor of North OKC. 


10,000 feet for Sale or Lease in red-hot Quail Springs 


BizQuarters at Lakeside - one of several unique offerings in The Village, a "come-back 
community" in the shadow of Nichols Hills. 

— Tom Butcher 405.923.5721 or Billy Woodring 405.922.8764 


.davidcobbphbtography-com 

405 . 722.2158 
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don't just make a deal... 

make a statement 

p.o. box 14467 | Oklahoma City I 405.605.7575 I urbanworksok.com 
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CITY Sayers 


A group of artists interpret Oklahoma 
City for an upcoming show, Our Town. 


I f you want to understand the future of a place, take a look 
at its artists. Van Gogh, a post-impressionist, and Picasso, 
at the end a cubist, did nothing to portend the once and 
always greatness of Paris, but their decisions to live and create 
in that singular city undoubtedly enlivened the citys important 
art movements. Known or unknown, celebrated or defeated, 
artists give a place its verve. 

Oklahoma City, a rightful haven for western and American 
Indian masters, recently has given rise to a new class of talent, 
sentimentalists who embrace a nostalgia stemming from their 
love of place and time, a group we'll dub the Oklahomists. 

In November, twenty- seven artists, many in this very tradition, 
are coming together in a show called Our Town to share their 
individual views of Oklahoma City, each representing a specific 
neighborhood. Taken together, the exhibit coalesces these varied 
visions into a redefinition of home. — Louisa McCune-Elmore 

The Our Town exhibit is November 13 through December 20, 2008. The opening recep- 
tion is November 13, 3:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at City Arts Center. 3000 General Pershing 
Boulevard. (403) 951-0000 orcityartscenter.org. 


"My work is influenced by art history and pop culture," says Oklahoma City 
artist Nick Bayer, 29. "Nostalgia and sentimentality are feelings I try to evoke in 
viewers, to remind them of a time when life was simple and less complicated." 
Bayer will be representing the Adventure District in the Our Town exhibit. 



BAYER 
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“We Stayed With the Hummingbirds 


Denise DUONG 

"I live in Oklahoma City because my life here is amazing," says mixed-media artist Denise Duong, 
27, who works from her studio in the Gatewood neighborhood. "We've created a home that caters 
to our lifestyle, which is full of nature, beauty, and appreciation." Duong describes her art, created 
from acrylic paint, paper, and other materials, as "a whimsical and light-hearted glimpse through 
life's telescope" in which "the destructed mind is asked to return to more innocent times." 


102 September/October 2008 








“Cycle of Life” 


“Organic Form #1 


“Iron Eater” 


Gary HICKERSON 

"All things are made up of like compounds, and in 
nature, there is perfect harmony between elements as 
they coexist with one another," says Gary Hickerson, 
37, a former sculptor with renowned New York 
artist Jeff Koons whose work will represent Western 
Avenue. "My objects reflect life while maintaining 
an industrial, man-made character." 
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Ryan CUNNINGHAM 

Representing the Brookhaven/Belle Isle area is painter Ryan Cunningham, 
38, whose work reflects themes of modern life and the American West. 
"Rather than approach this Western work in a traditional way, I attempt 
to present my work with innovative choices of color and composition," 
he says. "I am commenting on how the myth of the American West 
continues to be relevant, vigorous, and evolutionary." 




“Look to the Sky” 



“ Going Continental” 



“Jill’s Cowboy” 


“Rolling on Western” 
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“Feeliri It” 
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Amanda WEATHERS-BRADWAY 

Plaza District artist Amanda Weathers-Bradway, 25, substitutes wood for canvas for her 
intricate acrylic and graphite paintings that depict female characters in what she refers 
to as "the natural world blended with elements of ancient western culture." "I never want 
to leave Oklahoma," she says. "There is so much you can start here and be a part of." 
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A BIG LEAGUE UNIVERSITY 
FORA BIG LEAGUE CITY 



Oklahoma City University officially traces its roots to Epworth University, which was incorporated 
in Oklahoma City on September 2, 1903. The first classes were held in 1904, and OCU established 
its now nationally-recognized law school in 1952. Our ideals remain the same more than a century 
later: challenging curriculum, small class sizes and a well-rounded approach to teaching and 
learning help OCU graduates become stars everywhere they go, from the Oklahoma Su 
Court to Broadway stages from boardrooms to civil service. 


WWW.OKCU.EDU 


Stars of the Bench & bar: 

• J. William Conger, General Counsel and Distinguished 
Lecturer in Law at OCU, is the president of the Oklahoma 
Bar Association 

• OCU Law alumni, James R. Winchester JD 77 ( I ), 

Marian Opala JD ’53 & ’57 and Yvonne KaugerJD ’69 (2) 
serve on the Supreme Court of the State of Oklahoma 

• Historian, writer and lawyer, Bob Burke JD 79 


Stars on Broadway & the Stage: 

• Tony Award winning musical theatre, film and 
television actress, Kristin Chenoweth ’91 & ‘93 (3) 

• Tony Award nominated actress, singer and 
songwriter, Kelli O’Hara ‘98 (4) 

• World famous operatic soprano, Leona Mitchell 71 (5) 

• Television personality, Chris Harrison ‘93 

Stars in Oklahoma: 

• Oklahoma legend, Ray Ackerman ‘51 

• Former Mayor Ron Norick ‘64 (6) 

• Teleflora, Inc. Founder Herman Meinders (7) 

• Dedicated nurse, Margaret Freede Owens JD ’84 & ‘98 (8) 

• Executive & philanthropist, Martha Burger ‘92 

• JaneJayroe ‘67 Susan Powell ‘81 and Shawntel Smith ’98 
all won Miss America as Miss Oklahoma 

• 27 Miss Oklahomas including 2008’s OCU Dance 
Performance Major, Kelsey Cartwright ‘09 

• 4 Miss Black Oklahomas including 2008’s OCU Dance 
Performance Major, Ashton Joseph ‘1 1 


Stars of the Game: 

• OCU holds 34 NAIA National Championship titles 

• 46 All-Americans 

• Pittsburg Pirate, Freddy Sanchez (9) 

• 2008 Olympic Rower, Cory Lowry ‘07 

• 2008 Pan American Junior Women’s Wrestling 
Championship title winner, Nicole Woody ‘1 1 


OCU pledges to recruit, select and promote diversity by providing equality of opportunity for all persons. AD22708 
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Formerly a blemish on Oklahoma 
City’s landscape, the newly 
redeveloped Oklahoma River has 
evolved into a hotbed of activity 
in Oklahoma City, creating new 
development opportunities and 
giving rise to a robust aquatic 
sports community. 



From mowing to rowing, how Oklahoma City became a river city. 


W ITHIN the last few years, the Oklahoma River in down- 
town Oklahoma City has become one of the city’s most 
prominent attractions and a world-class destination for 
Olympic-style water sports. Considering that the Oklahoma River 
couldn’t even be found on a map prior to 2004, this fact may come 
as a surprise to even longtime Oklahoma residents. 

A $54 million makeover has transformed part of the North 
Canadian River into a thriving aquatic haven known as the Okla- 


homa River. The river, once a problematic eyesore for Oklahoma 
City, has become a beacon of inspiration and an emblem of the 
city’s rapid evolution. 

Since Oklahoma City’s infancy, the North Canadian River has 
been a significant feature of the local landscape. Until recently, 
however, its presence was seen as a liability rather than an asset. 

Catastrophic flooding of the North Canadian devastated down- 
town Oklahoma City in 1923. Subsequent flooding throughout 
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the 1920s and ’30s prompted city leaders 
to take action. In the 1930s, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers was brought in to re- 
route, widen, and straighten a mile-long 
section of the river between Eastern and 
Byers into a drainage ditch to curtail any 
future flooding calamities. 

The drawback to the flood control ditch 
was simply that it worked too well. The 
section of the North Canadian River that 
divided Oklahoma City, once fearfully 
unpredictable, had been effectively reduced 
to a mere trickle. 

In the 1 960s, when architect I.M. Pei was 


of the city’s Metropolitan Area Projects 
(MAPS). At the forefront of the plan 
was the redevelopment of the North 
Canadian River. 

Ray Ackerman, a lifelong civic leader 
and a vocal proponent of the rivers rede- 
velopment, was chairman of the chamber of 
commerce during the “Visions” meetings. 
He understood why people were under the 
impression that not much had changed in 
Oklahoma since the Joads headed out West 
in The Grapes of Wrath. 

“The city has always been thought of 
as dry and dusty. It’s a lingering effect of 


“WHAT WE’VE DONE IS RECREATE SOME 
WETLAND AND BOTTOMLAND HARDWOOD 
AREAS TO HELP RETURN SOME OF THOSE 
AREAS ALONG THE RIVER TO A NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT.” 


called upon to develop a plan to revitalize 
downtown Oklahoma City, he didn’t even 
acknowledge the North Canadian as a river, 
referring to the trench as the Oklahoma 
City Floodway. For decades, it remained 
little more than a dry ditch overgrown 
with weeds. The North Canadian was 
jokingly referred to as “the only river in 
the world that needs to be mowed three 
times a year.” 

Although the river sat neglected for 
years, the crusade to bring water downtown 
continued for many who wished to change 
the city’s Dust Bowl image. In 1980, the 
city approved a development plan called 
“String of Pearls.” The idea was that a 
twenty-two-mile series of man-made river 
lakes would be interconnected via the North 
Canadian River. Sadly, the oil crash of the 
early ’80s soon followed, and the plan was 
put on hiatus indefinitely. 

In 1991, a national survey conducted 
by the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 
of Commerce showed that 71 percent of 
out-of-state respondents felt Oklahoma 
City had a negative or nonexistent national 
image. They began to devise a renaissance 
plan. Called “Visions of a New Frontier,” 
the development concept included many 
suggestions that would later become part 


Steinbeck’s book,” says Ackerman. “When 
people would get off the airplane and 
drive over a dry ditch with a sign reading 
‘North Canadian River,’ it just reinforced 
the stereotype.” 

Ackerman, who grew up near Pittsburgh’s 
Ohio River, knew that a riverfront could 
breathe new life into the city, and he wanted 
Oklahoma to finally be recognized for its 
abundance of fresh water. For years, Acker- 
man led the charge to rename a 747-mile 
stretch of the North Canadian River the 
Oklahoma River. 

“I was in favor of changing the whole 
river, from where it enters the state at the 
New Mexico border all the way to Eu- 
faula,” says Ackerman. “Illinois, Missouri, 
Colorado; all these states share names with 
their rivers. Why should Canada get all 
the publicity?” 

The North Canadian is already known by 
different names along the course of its eight 
hundred-mile span. The river’s source is just 
east of Des Moines, New Mexico, where it 
is called Corrumpta Creek. From there, it 
enters the Oklahoma Panhandle near Boise 
City, where it becomes the Beaver River. After 
uniting with Wolf Creek just south of Fort 
Supply, it takes the name North Canadian 
and runs generally southeast before joining 



The Oklahoma River Trails’ thi£teen-mile 
span gives residents a healthy recreation 
option complemented by scenic views. 




Kids eight and older can participate^^ 
in youth kayaking at the ChesapeSmT ' 
Boathouse, yyhite Junior Crew rowing is 
available for teens. 
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INAUSPICIOUS 

BEGINNINGS 

The movement to transform the 
Oklahoma River into a viable 
resource has roots that extend 
into prestatehood. 

Shortly after Oklahoma City was established 
in 1 889, city founders Henry Overholser and 
Charles “Gristmill” Jones sought to harness the 
north Canadian river in order to power Jones’ 
planned flour mill and produce electricity for other 
downtown industries. 

The Oklahoma City Ditch and Water Power 
Company was formed and charged with the task of 
diverting water from the river into a six-mile canal. 
Unfortunately, the channel’s sandy bottom was 
prone to leaks, and adequate water levels could 
not be sustained. The canal dried up, and the water 
power project was abandoned in 1 891 . 

Although the river’s potential remained untapped 
as the downtown area expanded, it became a 
geographical focal point for new developments 
such as parks, zoos, and entertainment venues at 
the turn of the century. 

However, intermittent flooding eventually 
became unmanageable for many downtown 
attractions like the Delmar Garden amusement 
park, which was forced to close in 1 91 0. Eventually, 
the river’s capricious nature motivated future 
developers to steer clear of the river and look for 
more suitable land elsewhere. 
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the Canadian River at Lake Eufaula. 

While Ackerman thought that renaming 
the North Canadian River would help drum 
up the awareness and support needed to pass 
the city’s MAPS proposal, the idea was met 
with resistance from historical purists who 
wished to leave the original names intact. 
In 1993, a bill was introduced to the state 
legislature with the intent of renaming the 
river, but it never got off the ground. 

When MAPS successfully passed in late 
1 993, riverfront redevelopment remained one 
of the nine projects to be funded. The plan 
called for the construction of three dams to 
impound water through a seven-mile stretch 
of Oklahoma City between Southeast Seventh 
and Eastern and Southwest Fifteenth and 
Meridian. While there was much speculation 
over how the river would be utilized, some 
members of the community immediately 
saw the potential for water sports. 

At the time, Mike Knopp, an assistant 
district attorney for Oklahoma County and 
avid rower, was leading a grass-roots effort 
to establish a community rowing program 
on the North Canadian River near Lake 
Overholser. In 1999, Knopp and his wife 
formed the Oklahoma Association for Row- 
ing (OAR) in hopes of making the sport 
accessible to the public. 

“When the river project really started to 
take steam, we wanted to plant in every- 
one’s minds that it’s one thing to develop a 
river; it’s another thing to make it a vibrant 
waterfront with activity that draws people 
to the city,” says Knopp. “On the day they 
broke ground on the first dam, it had rained 
the night before, and there was just enough 
water to put in a couple of boats.” 

Knopp’s rowing demonstration at the 
1999 groundbreaking ceremony prompted 
a flurry of interest from city leaders, and 
turning the downtown river into a rowing 
facility quickly became a priority. Realizing 
future possibilities, local universities began 
to consider expanding their sports roster to 
include rowing. 

In 2000, Oklahoma City University 
established the city’s first varsity rowing 
program, naming Knopp as head coach. The 
University of Oklahoma and the University 
of Central Oklahoma soon followed with 
programs of their own. 

By then, the full scope of the river project 
was beginning to materialize. In addition to 
filling the channel with water, the Oklahoma 
City Riverfront Redevelopment Authority 
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STRAIGHT AND NARROW 

The Oklahoma River offers a 

number of watery wonders. 

This guide will keep visitors 

on the right path. 

What to do: 

• Grab a skateboard, bicycle, Rollerblades, or 
your favorite walking shoes and explore the 
Oklahoma River Trails system. 

• Stop by the Mat Hoffman Action Sports Park 
at Southwest Seventeenth and Robinson and 
take a shot at the eleven-foot half-pipe. 

• Sign up for rowing or fitness classes at the 
Chesapeake Boathouse. 

• Get a group of friends together for a dragon 
boat or kayak excursion. 

• Take a themed cruise on the Oklahoma 
River Cruises or book a cruiser for a private 
party or business meeting. 

• Public boat ramps are available at Regatta 
Park, Southwest Fifteenth and Portland, 
and Exchange Avenue. 

• Grab a rod and reel and drop a line in 
the water. A state fishing license and city 
permit are required. 

• Load up a basket full of goodies and have 
a waterside picnic at Wheeler Park, Wiley 
Post Park, River Park, or Regatta Park. 

• Bring a pair of binoculars to the wetland 
areas and check out the native wildlife 
and waterfowl. 

What NOT to do: 

• No boats are allowed in the wetland areas. 

• Fishing is prohibited within a hundred feet 
of dams and locks. 

• Swimming, diving, waterskiing, parasailing, 
kiteboarding, windsurfing, and tubing are 
not allowed on the river. 

• No motorized vehicles are allowed on the 
trails (except mobility aids). 

• Noodling and seine fishing are prohibited. 

• Motor boats are required to operate at slow 
speeds to avoid creating wake. 

• Pets must be leashed at all times. 


made painstaking efforts to beautify and 
restore the environment surrounding the 
river. Thirteen miles of scenic paved trails 
were constructed along both banks of the 
river to accommodate walking, skating, and 
biking, and eighteen pedestrian bridges were 
installed along the trails. More than 8,000 
trees native to the area were planted, and the 
waterfront was extensively landscaped. 

In addition, five wetland habitats were 
established, the river and wetlands were 
stocked with fish, and nearly twenty miles 
of irrigation lines were installed. 

“Prior to channelization in the 1950s, the 
river was a natural riparian environment 
where fish and other wildlife flourished,” says 
Pat Downes, development director for the 
Oklahoma City Riverfront Redevelopment 
Authority. “What we’ve done is recreate some 
wetland and bottomland hardwood areas to 
help return some of those areas along the 
river to a natural environment.” 

In 2004, as the project was nearing comple- 
tion, Ray Ackerman’s renaming proposal 
was revised so that only a seven-mile stretch 
of the waterway — from Meridian Avenue 
to Eastern Avenue — would bear the name 
Oklahoma River. This time around, when 
the bill came through the state legislature, 
it passed with minimal opposition. 

Meanwhile, as the aquatic sports move- 
ment gained more traction, Martha Burger, 
Chesapeake Energy Corporation’s senior vice 
president of human and corporate resources 
and an avid rower, approached Aubrey Mc- 
Clendon, Chesapeake’s CEO, about funding 
a new boathouse for the rowing club. Their 
discussions resulted in the formation of the 
Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation, 
a nonprofit organization led by Knopp, 
McClendon, and local business magnate 
Clayton Bennett. McClendon and Bennett 
also are the majority owners of the former 
Seattle SuperSonics NBA franchise, which 
will relocate to Oklahoma City in time for 
the 2008-2009 season. 

The foundation chose a prime riverfront 
location for the new building at Regatta Park 
just south of Bricktown and hired acclaimed 
Oklahoma City architect Rand Elliott of 
Elliott and Associates Architects to design 
the building. McClendon, through personal 
and corporate contributions, financed the 
majority of the $3.5 million Chesapeake 
Boathouse’s construction. 

“I thought this needed to be a bold, 
modern boathouse,” says McClendon. “I 
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“THE DESIGN OF THE BOATHOUSE IS 
INSPIRED BY THE RACING SHELL ITSELF. 
IT HAS A SHAPE THAT CONNECTS 
VISUALLY TO THE SPORT.” 


thought it would have looked silly to have 
a boathouse that looked like it belonged 
in Princeton or Philadelphia. I knew that 
Rand would come up with something 
iconic, and he did.” 

“The design of the boathouse is really 
inspired by the racing shell itself,” says Elliott. 
“It has a shape — an abstracted shape — that 
connects visually to the sport. It has two 
ends that are sharp and dynamic, and the 
roof feels like it’s floating above the ground 
as if it might be a shell itself moving through 
the water, suspended above it.” 

Complementing the building’s racing 
shell design is a series of sixteen vertical 
pillars, each symbolic of a rower’s oar. Since 
the largest rowing sculls hold eight rowers, 
the sixteen elements represent two teams 
in competition. 

The facility, which opened in 2006 with 
Knopp as executive director, was the first 
property to be developed on the new riv- 
erfront. The 14,500-square-foot building 
houses offices, a conference room, a fitness 
center, and storage bays large enough to 


accommodate 124 boats. Visitors to the 
boathouse can participate in rowing, kayak- 
ing, and dragon boating as well as fitness 
classes and bicycle rentals. 

The neighboring dock at Regatta Park is 
one of two landing points for the city’s new- 
est transit system, Oklahoma River Cruises. 
Through a partnership with Devon Energy, 
three river taxis operated by the Central 
Oklahoma Transportation and Parking 
Authority ferry up to forty-nine passengers 
each between downtown’s Regatta Park and 
Meridian Landing to the west. 

Since its debut, the Chesapeake Boat- 
house has played a vital role in establishing 
the Oklahoma River as a world-class rowing 


facility. In 2007, the Oklahoma Centen- 
nial Regatta Festival combined OCU’s 
annual Head of the Oklahoma Regatta 
with the USA Rowing World Challenge, 
an event held in collaboration with the 
U.S. Olympic Committee. 

The event drew Olympic teams from eight 
foreign countries and pushed the Oklahoma 
River into the international spotlight. The 
road to the 2008 Beijing Olympics passed 
through the Sooner State once again when 
the Olympic Committee selected the river 
to host the U.S. Olympic trials for sprint 
canoe and kayak last April. 

“Norm Bellingham, the chief operating 
officer for the U.S. Olympic Committee, 
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was a gold-medalist in flat-water sprint 
canoe/kayak. He’s been in places all over 
the world, and he says that this is truly 
world class,” says Knopp. “The reason 
for it is that we have this straight, pro- 
tected section of water, but what makes 
it unique is that it’s in the middle of an 
urban area. The second element that 
has really solidified our position is that 
intangible hospitality that is so natural to 
Oklahoma, which you just can’t duplicate 
somewhere else.” 

At least three more multimillion dol- 
lar boathouses also designed by Elliott 
will soon join Chesapeake’s in an area of 
Regatta Park now informally known as 
Boathouse Row. By spring 2010, the $ 1 0 
million Devon Energy boathouse will be 
home to OCU’s varsity rowing teams, 
and UCO and OU have announced 
that their teams will also eventually 
make their homes on Boathouse Row. 
Oklahoma City is actively working to 
bring a USA rowing training facility to 
the river as well. 

The impact of the river extends far 
beyond the realm of aquatic activities, 
however. The area has already become a 
boon for economic development, with 
an estimated $788 million worth of 
projects that have either been completed 
or announced with full funding, includ- 
ing diverse cultural amenities like the 
Mat Hoffman Action Sports Park and 
the American Indian Cultural Center 
and Museum. 

In fact, the Oklahoma River is a crucial 
component of the new downtown master 
plan known as Core to Shore. The much- 
talked- about Core to Shore project, in 
conjunction with the relocation of several 
miles of the Interstate 40 Crosstown 
Expressway, calls for extensive develop- 
ment of the blighted lands immediately 
south of the downtown business core all 
the way to the shore of the river. 

Besides providing the opportunity for 
countless new business enterprises to 
set up shop downtown, Core to Shore 
also will result in expansive residential 
developments and upmarket riverfront 
properties, greatly amplifying Oklahoma 
City’s downtown living prospects. 

“The river project is more than just 
economic development,” says Downes. 
“The whole idea is that it offers something 
for everyone.” 
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A GATHERING OF FORCES COMES TOGETHER 
AT THE RIGHT PLACE AND RIGHT TIME 

TO RESURRE&'O^IDTOWN. 
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With his Midtown Renaissance vision, 
real estate developer Greg Banta 
is often credited with the rebirth of 
Midtown, which he began in 2005. 






K W * 






HE LATEST DREAM field staked out by the urban 
pioneers in a twenty-first-century land grab that 
has swept across Oklahoma City may be one of the 
sweetest spots on the prairie. 

Still, once considered the ideal mix of commerce 
and residential living, the 387-acre area between downtown and 
Heritage Hills known as Midtown somehow wound up on the 
wrong side of the city’s resurging skyline and became the last 
place to be after dark. 

Midtown was no Bricktown, and that was that. 

Even worse, nobody seemed to be crying over their roast beef 
about it at the Boulevard Cafeteria, one of the few places in Mid- 
town that still could draw a crowd after the area became more 
noted for its boarded-up buildings and weed-infested lots than 
its art deco. When the triangular-shaped Plaza Court shopping 
center and its famous snub-nosed corner facade started losing its 
shine, not to mention its tenants, it was accepted as the price for 
growing old. When St. Anthony Hospital started making noises 
about moving to a more desirable neighborhood a few years ago, 
everybody automatically assumed that meant the suburbs. 

Well, almost everybody. 

Developer Greg Banta always had his eye on Midtown, which 
extends from Northwest Fourth to Northwest Thirteenth and 
from a half-block east of Robinson to Classen Boulevard. Actu- 
ally, for Banta, a Piedmont resident and Hennessey native, it 
was more fixation than flirtation. For no apparent reason, his 
car would wind up at 1400 Classen Drive, a tiny inner-city 
oasis on the northern fringes of downtown, where the trees 
on both sides of the street were once so thick they met in the 
middle, just like they might on a cobblestone lane somewhere 
in New England. 


The next thing Banta knew, his hands would be locked on the 
steering wheel, his foot on the brake, his gaze fixed on the majesty 
of the Mid-Continent Life Insurance Building — now known as 
the Oklahoma Heritage Center and Gaylord-Pickens Museum — 
which was built to last, and to impress, in the 1920s. 

“It’s such a great building,” he says. “They don’t make them like 
that anymore — the architecture, materials, even the lot itself.” 
Banta never grew tired of the journey, but it seemed a journey 
to nowhere until one night about three years ago when he and 
his wife detoured down Classen to admire the building on their 
way to dinner in Bricktown. 

“We were driving by looking at it when I saw a for-sale sign on 
the building across the street,” he says. “I had sold that building 
to a group in the late nineties, and it got me to thinking, so I 
called the property manager the next morning and bought it that 
day. It was kind of an impulsive buy. I just like that street.” 

But he didn’t stop with one property on one street. The pur- 
chase of the gray stone building at 1329 Classen Drive, now 
the Banta Companies’ headquarters, led to the acquisition of a 
second building, then another and another and so on and so on 
until Banta and his primary investors, auto titan Bob Howard 
and Norman developer Mickey Clagg, had quickly and quietly 
purchased more than thirty-eight Midtown properties, includ- 
ing the Plaza Court at Northwest Tenth and Classen Drive, the 
crown jewel once home to Crescent Market, the Veazey Drug 
Store, and WKY, Oklahoma City’s first radio station. 

Almost before anyone knew it, Midtown had been turned into 
“Bantatown” with its own designated godfather. 

“Sometimes, it’s good to be the godfather,” he says, laughing, 
referring to the recent christening of a friend’s child. “Really, the 
timing was just right for us. And it’s taken off. The city has really 
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“We think Midtown offers a lot for people in Oklahoma 
City who want to go back to their roots,” says Greg Banta. 


supported the area, and most everyone wants to see Midtown 
come back. It was kind of forgotten.” 

Before long, Midtown is expected to be home to dozens more 
retailers and offices and hundreds of urban dwellers looking for a 
more affordable, energy-efficient, and convenient lifestyle. It already 
houses a unique collection of new retail and restaurants, ranging 
from Meg Guess Couture Bridal & Boutique to Irmas Burger 
Shack, Cafe do Brasil, and 1492 New World Latin Cuisine. A hot 
new restaurant and bar, James E. McNellie’s Public House, sits not 
far from where the Flaming Lips honed their licks in a cramped and 
dimly lit basement bar in Plaza Court. 

The old favorites remain — Boulevard Cafeteria, Browns Bakery, 
and the Grateful Bean, located in the iconic Kaiser’s Ice Cream 
building — but Midtown is spinning a new tune today, one preserved 
in stone by a traffic, bicycle, and pedestrian-friendly roundabout, 
the first one in town, at the five-way intersection at Walker and 
Northwest Tenth. 

Investors still are outspending customers, however. Banta, who 
recently sold his share of the overall property investment to partners 
Howard and Clagg, says that the office and retail space and eighty- 
seven residential units will turn into at least a $64 million investment. 
St. Anthony Hospital, meanwhile, is spending $220 million on its 
campus with more improvements to come, including the possibility 
of a new hotel. With the hospital, says Banta, Midtown has more 
than $400 million in current development. 

Developer Chuck Wiggin heads up Overholser Green, a $40 mil- 
lion concept to resuscitate a 3.2-acre city block once home to Mercy 
Hospital. If the designs are approved, Wiggin expects construction 
to begin in early 2009. The Sieber Hotel, whose restoration is led by 
Marva Ellard, introduces more residential housing into Midtown. 
Additionally, the city has agreed to spend more than $6 
million for more street improvements, along with providing 
other tax breaks to encourage development. Rick Dowell, a 
Midtown owner since 1 999, first opened his collection of office 
buildings in 2002 and has more under construction. 

“I laugh and call it Bantaland,” says Alison Oshel, direc- 
tor of community redevelopment for the Oklahoma City 
Chamber of Commerce, referring to Banta’s real estate signs 
and Midtown Renaissance banners that dot the area. “The market 
recently in Midtown has been for a lot of small businesses that have 
a strong demand for parking. It started exploding after St. Anthony’s 
decided to stay and the city put money into streetscapes.” 

In the last three years, with the 2006 addition of Subway to Plaza 
Court — then owned by longtime Midtown property owners, brothers 
Scott and R.D. Smith of Corsair Cattle Company — Midtown has 
become an area with hope, a neighborhood with life, and a promis- 
ing place to work and live. If Bricktown is for Oklahoma — as in 
having enough entertainment venues to satisfy all of Oklahoma — 
then Midtown, with its be-my-neighbor approach, must belong to 
Oklahoma City. 


“My partners got the vision right out of the chute, that this 
is something our kids can be proud of and that the city can em- 
brace,” Banta says. 

Instead of looking at each building separately, Banta spent a 
year formulating an overall development approach that takes 
pieces from other successful downtown renaissance projects, such 
as Kansas City and Knoxville, Tennessee. 

“Our goal was to create a neat walking environment — call it the 
Midtown crawl,” Banta says. “We think Midtown offers a lot for 
people in Oklahoma City who want to go back to their roots.” 


I 


T’S A PLEASANT ride down memory lane for Richard Green 
as he navigates Midtown on his bicycle, an increasingly 
popular mode of transportation in the area. The Greens’ 
now-grown children attended school at Villa Teresa 
Catholic School on Classen Drive. 

“We really liked that school, so we have that connection to 
Midtown,” says Green, a tribal historian for the Chickasaw Na- 
tion and nearby resident. “I’m glad to see the area is starting to 
prosper again. It was kind of rough for a while.” 

Green now has other reasons to take the Tour de Midtown: One 
of his favorite restaurants is Cafe do Brazil, which relocated to 
Midtown three years ago from nearby Classen Boulevard. Green 
recommends the Brazilian national dish ,feijoada. “Mainly, it’s the 
seasoning I like so much,” he says. The new 
YMCA branch, which recently opened on 
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Founded in 1946, Brown’s Bakery is 
known for its made-from-scratch 
sweets. Along with donuts and cakes, 
patrons can choose deli foods. 
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the second floor of Plaza Court, also lures Green, a Y member. 

Leslie Batchelor, who lives with her husband and twin daughters 
in nearby Heritage Hills, also is high on Midtown, singling out 
what she calls the organic development that puts the focus on 
the renovation of older buildings. 

“Midtown is such a vital connection between my neighbor- 
hood and downtown, and for a few years it seemed like such 
a wasteland,” says Batchelor, who is president of the Heritage 
Hills neighborhood association. “I’m thrilled to see the revi- 
talization.” 

Her favorite Midtown destination point? The Prairie Thunder 
Baking Company in Plaza Court for whatever type of bread is 
baking that day. Retired geologist John McBryde opened his dream 
bakery in the spring, having brought in the world’s leading artisan 
bread consultant to help design the art deco-style facility. 

One door west of Prairie Thunder in Plaza Court sits Irma’s 
Burger Shack, owned by locally celebrated restaurateur and chef 
Kurt Fleischfresser (see page 40), a self-proclaimed sucker for 
old spaces with character. Even so, he knows they also can be 
what he calls “a bugger to go into,” which is why Banta’s deci- 
sion to sink a lot of money into infrastructure improvements 
at the outset was critical to Fleischfresser’s decision to open the 
second Irma’s location in Midtown. 

“We got the character without the downside — old plumb- 
ing,” Fleischfresser says of his restaurant’s new location, which 
opened in July 2007. 

Managing partner Linda Lee says some customers have followed 
them from their other location on Northwest Sixty-third, but, 
she notes, business is picking up daily, thanks to local residents 
and those who work in the area. 

“We think this is where people living in the neighborhood 
will come on their way to an NBA game,” says Lee. 

W ITH ITS WIDE range of architectural styles and 
blend of personalities, Midtown is the sum 
of its parts. The original plat of Oklahoma 
City, drawn up in 1890, stopped at what 
was then Seventh Street. What sprang up 
next, essentially, was Midtown, and because Oklahoma City in 
the beginning was known as a “walking city” — meaning it had 
no public transportation — Midtown grew up as a collection of 
o residences, offices, businesses, churches, and schools, all sharing 
| space in what Oklahoma historian Bob Blackburn calls a very 
eg diverse settling pattern. 
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Midtown resiflM, employees, and business 
owners comprise the colorful community that 
has made this side of the cjftw place where 
people come to work,livei«ay. See|||g 
for 20 for identif icatioiii^j^tf 
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SWEET AND 
LOWDOWN 

The Bowery left a lifetime 
of punk rock memories in 
its wake. 


To eighties punkers, including 
arts leader Stephen Kovash, the buzz 
sweeping across 
Midtown today 
doesn’t compare 
to the sound that 
came out of the 
ground when the 
BOWERY down 
below was rockin’ 

more than twenty-five years ago. The 
Bowery was a live music club in the 
basement of Plaza Court, and from 1 981 
to 1984, it fed Oklahoma City’s high- 
living, fun-seeking oil boom and new 
wave music crowd a steady stream of 
once-in-a-lifetime musical experiences. 

“A lot of people met at the Bowery,” 
says Kovash, who did everything from 
tend bar to bounce rowdy patrons. 

The dimly lit, smoke-filled hangout 
made a lasting impression on the throngs 
who journeyed down its narrow stairs to 
hear live new wave music from the likes 
of Lene Lovich and Romeo Void. 

Kovash, who now owns Istvan Gallery 
in Midtown, says, “I’ll be turning fifty this 
year, and I still get people coming up to 
me, saying, 

1 remember 
you! You’re 
the Bowery 
guy!’” 
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Day and night, 1492 New World Latin Cuisini 
is one of several Midtown restaurants that 
maintains a stream of diners. The cluster of 
restaurants encourages a culture in which 
visitors can easily hop from spot to spot. 
“The area is really starting to boom,” says 
1492 co-owner Marco Chavez. “We figured 
the locals would support us here. So far, it 
looks like we’ve made a very good decision. 
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“Midtown is important be- 
cause it supports down- 
town and it has so many 
housing opportunities .” 


As long as downtown continued to thrive economically life was 
good in Midtown. That was the case into the mid-sixties, when 
downtown still accounted for 80 percent of all retail sales. But 
the exodus to the suburbs eventually wore it down, and by the 
time Oklahoma City’s second great Depression, the decade-long 
oil and agriculture slump that started in 1985, rolled around, 
big dreamers were hard to find in Midtown. 

Scott Booker, the Flaming Lips’ band manager, remembers 
being there for the curtain call in the basement of the Plaza 
Court and a club called the Velvet Underground, where the 
melody from some amazing eighties bands became permanently 
locked inside his head. 

“I think I was one of twelve people who saw Soul Asylum 
play a show that was mind blowing,” Booker says. “There hasn’t 
been a venue here since then that has felt the same.” 

Those days of not being able to draw a crowd appear to be 
long gone in Midtown. Robbie Kienzle, interim director of 
urban redevelopment for the city of Oklahoma City, sees the 
current building frenzy lasting beyond 2014 as the city plans 
to continue to support developers like Greg Banta, visionaries 
focused on bringing more retail opportunities and work-force 
housing to the neighborhood. If, as she suspects, there are buy- 
ers and renters who want rooftop decks and energy efficiency, 
Midtown will more than meet their needs. 

“Midtown is important because it supports downtown, and it 
has so many housing opportunities,” Kienzle says. “We’ve seen 
more interest by large employers looking for sites downtown, 
and there’s a lot of buzz about Midtown.” 
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The Oklahoma City Federal Building, opened in late 2003 
Northwest Sixth Street in Midtown, replaced the Alfred P. 
Murrah Federal Building destroyed in the 1995 bombing. 



A TIME FOR EVERYTHING 

A lot has happened in Midtown the past five years. 


September 2002: Rick Dowell, 
a Midtown property owner since 
1999, opens the Midtown Plaza at 
Northwest Fourth and Walker. 

Fall 2003: St. Anthony Hospital 
ends speculation that it will relocate 
by announcing it will make a 
major investment at its Midtown 
campus. The City of Oklahoma City 
agrees to make a $1 5 million-plus 
commitment to streetscapes, code 
enforcement, and security. 


May 2005: Developer Greg Banta 
purchases a building at 1329 
Classen Drive. 



Fall 2005 The city’s first roundabout 
is built at the intersections of 
Northwest Tenth and Walker. 

April 2006: Banta purchases Plaza 
Court from Corsair Cattle Company, 
which leased the building its first 
tenant since the late 1 980s just 
before the sale. 

April 2007: The Oklahoma City 
Council approves a $1 .5 million 
loan to help developer Marva Ellard 
renovate the 1920-era Sieber Hotel. 
The $8.5 million apartment complex 
will have thirty-eight units. 


March 2007: The Oklahoma City 
Urban Renewal Authority selects 
Wiggin Properties to develop a project 
called Overholser Green at the old 
Mercy Hospital site. Says Wiggin, 
“There’s a sense now that living near 
downtown is attractive.” 



May 2007: The Tenth Street Medical 
Business District joins with the city 
to implement its corridor plan, which 
will link the three major medical 
centers — St. Anthony Hospital, 
the University of Oklahoma Health 
Sciences Center, and Presbyterian 
Health Foundation Research Park. 

January 2008: The YMCA opens on 
the second floor of Plaza Court, a joint 
effort involving Banta, St. Anthony 
Hospital, and the YMCA. 

August 2008: Plans are finalized 
for the opening of a St. Anthony’s 
open-air market featuring artists, 
craftsmen, and local farmers. 



OklahomaToday.com 


123 







African tribal art, Asian art, and fine art 
photography is on display and for sale at 
Nault Fine Art at 1114 North Walker, Suite 3 



“It did my heart good when I saw a family crossing 
the roundabout with a baby carriage.” 


Despite selling his share, the most often repeated element in 
the equation is Banta. 

“As a historian, I’m always asking why something happened,” 
Blackburn says, “and in the case of Midtown, you have to look at 
the leadership and what encouraged them. Some people can see 
it before the fact, like Greg Banta, who started investing early.” 

Other stars also were properly aligned, Blackburn says. For 
example, if residents of Heritage Hills had not drawn a line in 
the sand in the 1960s to preserve their neighborhood, Midtown’s 
strong buffer to the north could have been lost. 

Likewise, the downtown renaissance, which was sparked by the 
success of MAPS and infused with reinvestment after the bombing 
of the Murrah Building, helped stabilize the city, Blackburn says. 

Midtown also owes its comeback to St. Anthony Hospital’s 
decision in 2003 to rebuild in the inner city and to members 
of the Midtown Redevelopment Corporation who successfully 
convinced the city to approve the roundabout. It is symbolic of 
Midtown’s turnaround. 

“Because we’ve seen that area in a lot of different conditions — 
and most were not family oriented — it did my heart good when 
I first saw a family crossing the roundabout with a baby carriage 
in tow,” says Joyce Brown, president of the Midtown Redevelop- 
ment Corporation. 

John Mobley, vice president for facilities at St. Anthony, says 
the hospital’s decision to remain in Midtown was a good idea. 

“It will pay off more when we get downtown dwellers,” says 
Mobley. “We’re just building momentum.” 

In many ways, Midtown’s boom-to-bust-to-boom timeline is 
a reflection of the city itself. 


“Oklahoma City’s history has always been more dramatic on 
the upside and on the downside,” Blackburn says. “It’s part of 
its history. It was founded in one day. What other major city 
started that way?” 

A S CITIES GO, it’s good to have the patience of Sister 
Veronica Higgins, the principal at Villa Teresa, who 
for more than thirty years has watched children 
grow and seen Midtown evolve to its current 
status, a thriving mixed-use neighborhood. 

“It’s very peaceful here,” says Higgins. “Even when it was 
going downhill, it still felt like home.” 

The private school, which started in 1933, had, at one time, 
330 students in classes through the fourth grade. But the 
downtown of the early 1990s reduced the number of enrollees 
so significantly that Sister Veronica Higgins says, “It got kind 
of frightening.” Today, more than two hundred students are 
enrolled for the fall semester. 

Thanks to the help of St. Anthony Hospital, the Banta Companies, 
and the small business owners choosing to locate in Midtown, 
she says the school is considering adding new classes. 

“God’s taking care of us,” she says. 

A magical combination of passionate people, good businesses, 
and a vibrant network of end users has found big believers in 
this neighborhood renaissance. When one wins, so does the 
other. The result is a vibrant community playing a lead role in 
Oklahoma City’s comeback, one of the largest urban revitaliza- | 
tions in American history. ^ 

Clearly, in Midtown, there is a light for all to see. « 
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The State’s Public Radio — KOSU — has added even more news and 
entertainment programs to the on-air schedule in response to listener 
surveys from around the state. The diversity of these programs continues to serve as 
YOUR connection to the world. KOSU is respected for its state news coverage, including full- 
time reporting on news at the state capitol in Oklahoma City; live severe weather information; 
and in-depth stories and features about Oklahoma’s arts and culture. For programming 
descriptions, please visit our website at kosu.org. 


With two of the largest public radio stations in the state, KOSU 
broadcasts at 100,000 watts on 91.7 Stillwater/Oklahoma City and 
on 107.5 Bartlesville/Tulsa, 24 hours a day. We also broadcast on 
101.9 in Okmulgee. 
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OKC URBAN LIVING 


BY DYRINDA TYSON JONES 

The Good Life 


From luxury apartments to high-end condominiums and lofts, 
Oklahoma City’s new downtown residential options are giving 
new meaning to ‘the hood.’ 


The Family Way 

Beth and Art Rutledge 
live in the western part 
of downtown Oklahoma 
City. In July , digital 
camera in hand , they 
documented a week of 
their family life for the 
magazine , showing us 
an unusual and intimate 
glimpse of the big city. 


A TOUR ONE WARM afternoon 
last spring made it clear: People 
were more than ready to look into 
life amid the history and hustle of 
downtown Oklahoma City. 
“For a one-day event, we had two thousand 
people pretty anxious to see downtown living 
options,” says Kim Searls, marketing director 
for Downtown OKC, the group that organized 
the Move Up Downtown Living Tour in May. 
“That says a lot.” 



In fact, downtown properties have been filling 
up almost as fast as they can open their doors. 
At the Centennial on the Canal, Stonegate- 
Hogans five-story luxury facility overlooking 
Bricktown’s waterway, every unit had been 
sold by the time of the Move Up event. The 
sleek, high-rise Park Harvey Apartments at 
the corner of Harvey and Park Avenue were 
almost fully rented. 

“Its great to see the community take shape,” 
says developer Grant Humphreys, whose Block 
42 complex at Northeast Fourth and Central 
was already attracting interest when the first 
residents began moving in last fall. 

Interest in downtown living is resurging 
nationally and internationally, in large part due 
to people s interest in living in active, walkable 
urban areas and compounded by high gas prices, 
says Brett Hamm, president of Downtown OKC. 
“But in Oklahoma City, our pace has been 
truly unique and, after passing the first MAPS 
initiative, the city as a whole and downtown 
have been completely changed.” 


HOMETOWN: Austin, Texas 

FAMILY: Milan, ten; and Alejandra (“Ollie”), four 

TIME DOWNTOWN: Seven months 

BETH'S JOB: Marketing and communications director for a 
downtown law firm 

ART'S JOB: Sales director for a downtown business 
telecommunications company 
BETH’S COMMUTE: Three minutes 
ART’S COMMUTE: About five blocks 
her HOBBIES: Reading, writing, the arts, entertaining, 
socializing, stargazing, and discovering new and 
exciting ways to keep my girls amused 
HIS HOBBIES: The arts, golf, motorcycles, and anything 
sports-related 
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The original Metropolitan Area Projects — MAPS for short — was 
Oklahoma City’s capital improvement plan that helped build and 
upgrade a variety of facilities, from the Bricktown Canal and the AT&T 
Bricktown Ballpark to the Ford Center and areas along the North 
Canadian River, now called the Oklahoma River. The effort initially 
got under way after a one-cent sales tax was passed in December 1 993. 
Now the rooftops are rising or revamping at a rapid pace. 

“More and more people want to be able to live in an area where you 
can walk to work, walk to entertainment, and walk to your friends,” 
Hamm says. “It creates a new environment for Oklahoma overall.” 

Judy J. Hatfield’s firm, Equity Commercial Realty of Norman, 
is transforming the old downtown Oklahoma City library into a 
residential-retail mix called Carnegie Centre. Hatfield spent two 
years downtown, living mainly at the Montgomery apartments before 
moving into a Norman house she renovated. 

“I wanted to learn what it was like downtown,” she says. “I still 
miss it.” 

What Hatfield relished about downtown was, among other things, 
the convenience. 


“Everything you need is downtown,” says Hatfield, whose Carnegie 
Centre is scheduled to open in 2009. “My workout gal was a block 
away, my massage gal was a block away, the movie was three blocks 
away. I could work downtown till seven, go to the movie, and be 
home by nine. Everything is within walking distance.” 

Hamm says there are around 7,600 people living downtown. The 
Oklahoma City Planning Department prepared a strategic action 
plan in 2003 that called for the development of two thousand new 
units — rental and owner-occupied — by 2010. Recent figures from 
Downtown OKC showed total units downtown number 1,332, of 
which about 96 percent are occupied. An additional 428 units — 
many of which have committed buyers already — are in some facet 
of construction. 

The effects of building downtown, though, blur those boundar- 
ies. “Our success is contributing to success throughout the city and 
even the state,” Hamm says, pointing to post-MAPS public-private 
investments in Oklahoma City and downtown redevelopment and 
construction in Tulsa as examples. 

Just who is moving downtown? 
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Fast Lane 

Anthony McDermid ', principal architect 
for TAP Architecture, is a leader in 
downtown commercial and residential 
development. Here, he gives us a peek at 
what living well really looks like. 


HOMETOWN: Bristol, England 

JOB TITLE/COMPANY: Principal Architect, 

Architecture 

DA1LY COMMUTE: 45 seconds ndfined . n . ng 

DEVELOPMENTS YOU HOPE TO SEE DOWNTOWN: 

Shops, parks, trails, and homes 

WHEN I’M DOWNTOWN.... 

I’m living a better lite. 
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“So far, what we’ve seen is the bookends,” Hamm says. “You’ve got 
early career, and then on the other side, the empty nesters. So filling 
in that gap is certainly going to be the next area of focus, but that’s 
going to take some time.” 

Brett Price, a real estate adviser with Sperry Van Ness, recently 
moved to the Park Harvey and soon found himself president of Urban 
Neighbors, the downtown neighborhood association. 

“I’ve always been fascinated with urban environments,” he says. 
Price had weighed Oklahoma City against Dallas after graduating 
from the University of Oklahoma in December 2005 but ultimately 
chose to stay close to home. With that decision, he moved downtown. 
“I felt like it was a fit,” he says. 

Paige Gregory, who serves as vice president at Oklahoma City 
Events & Entertainment as well as Urban Neighbors’ vice president, 
made the move even before that, selling her Edmond home in 2005. 
She now lives at Sycamore Square. 

“The suburbs are isolated to a great extent,” Price says. “There are a 
lot of houses, but there’s also a sense of people keeping to themselves. 
There’s more of a community feeling downtown.” 

Housing downtown doesn’t come cheap. Although a few apartments 
lease for less than six hundred dollars a month, rents of a thousand 
dollars and above per month are more common. Condo purchases 
begin in the $135,000 range for a 578-square-foot loft in the Lofts 
at Maywood Park complex. 

That’s part of a natural progression, Hamm says. 
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NO PLACE LIKE HOME 

From lofts to brownstones, OKC’s best in urban living 

Ranging from historical buildings dating to the 1920s to brand spankin’ new developments with views 
of the canal, the art museum, or the entire city, Oklahoma City offers the urban dweller a multitude of 
choices. Here are ten of the best properties to buy or rent, now or later. — KASSY NICHOLSON 


RENT/OWN SQUARE FOOTAGE 


PRICE RANGE 


UNITS AVAILABLE? WEBSITE 


900 to 3,200 square feet $1 80,000 to $660,000 
2,300 to 3,550 square feet $640,000 to $883,000 
890 to 2,450 square feet $275,000 to $740,000 
1 ,1 00 to 2,1 00 square feet $31 5,000 to $575,000 
51 5 to 1 ,276 square feet $645 to $1 ,250 a month 

1 ,650 to 3,600 square feet $425,000 and up 
754 to 2,258 square feet $899 to $2,500 a month 

578 to 1 ,936 square feet $1 34,000 to $460,000 

800 to 1 ,51 3 square feet $975 to $2,300 a month 


Northwest 4th & Walnut 


block42.com 

reinventokc.com 

equityrealty.net 

thecentennialonthecanal.com 

dialequities.com 

thehillokc.com 

legacycommunities.com 

theloftsatmaywoodpark.com 

themontgomeryokc.com 


Brownstones at Maywood Park The Triangle Own 

Carnegie Centre Dean A. McGee & Robinson Own 

The Centennial on the Canal Bricktown Own 


Summer 2009 


Deep Deuce at Bricktown 


Bricktown 


Bricktown 


Legacy at Arts Quarter 
Lofts at Maywood Park 
The Montgomery 


Arts District 


The Triangle 
500 West Main 
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WON'T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR? 

With Urban Neighbors , downtowners get organized. 

URBAN neighbors keeps it simple, of the summer overseeing the 
if nothing else. 

“It’s really a neighborhood 
association that happens to be 
downtown,” says Brett Price, the 
group’s president. 

Begun in 2006, Urban Neighbors 
reaches out to residents and 
businesses alike, knitting together a 
community in the process. Monthly 
socials, held around downtown on a 
rotating basis, are open to downtown 
residents, members or otherwise, 
and there’s a bowling league based 
at RedPin Restaurant & Bowling 
Lounge in Bricktown. 

The group also works to improve 
life downtown. Thanks to a federally 



installation of bike racks throughout 
the eastern part of downtown. 

Urban Neighbors covers more 
area than any other Oklahoma 
City neighborhood association, 
Price says, and it was set up “to 
fill in the gaps between current 
neighborhood associations and 
to encompass future downtown 
residential development.” The 
organization boasts around a 
hundred members, and they’re a 
diverse and evolving group. 

“If anything, it’s not age or 
anything like that we have in 
common,” Price says. “It’s our spirit.” 
urbanneighbors.org. 
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“When you’ve developing a new housing market, you’ve got to 
start with the high end and work your way down,” he says. “You’re 
never going to have a problem finding someone with a $100,000 
unit who wants to be next door to the million-dollar unit. It’s a little 
more difficult the other way around.” 

Oklahoma City has laid a firm foundation in the high-end market, 
he says. Now development can concentrate more on work- force 
housing, units falling within the budgets of younger people. 

As the population grows, so will the options. 

“What we’re seeing now is infill housing, typically fewer than 
thirty units that are going into existing buildings. That building 
is either torn down, or it is renovated for housing,” Hamm says, 
“so that creates a different product as well.” 

Looking ahead to work on the Flatiron building at Fifth and Wal- 
nut, Humphreys says he has his eye on “third-place options.” 
“After people have gone home and they’ve gone to work, where’s 
the next place where they end up spending a significant amount 


of time?” he says. 

With that in mind, he’s looking to attract restaurants, lounges, coffee 
shops, banks, and similar businesses to the Flatiron, which will offer 
80,000 square feet in office and retail space plus an additional 50,000 
square feet of residential space. In other words, mixed use. 

Mixed use, in fact, is a popular concept downtown, where space 
is often at a premium. The RedPin Restaurant & Bowling Lounge 
and a Starbucks are nestled in the ground floor of the Centennial. 
Gaijin Sushi Restaurant and Bar and Claybourne’s Haberdashery 
have found a home at the base of the Park Harvey. Many upcoming 
projects are offering mixed use, too. 

“We’re trying to create a vibrant, 2 4/7 downtown environment, and 
there are a number of essential elements required for that,” Hamm 
says. “It all builds upon each other.” Foot traffic and rooftops, Hamm 
says, ultimately brings retail. 

On the horizon is the city’s Core to Shore plans, which will target 
the area to be vacated once the Interstate 40 Crosstown Bridge is 
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moved south, a project set for completion in 2012. 

“Well essentially be creating an entirely new downtown district, 
and much of that will be housing,” Hamm says. 

That will open up some “750 acres of opportunity,” includ- 
ing about 500,000 square feet of retail space, says Alison Oshel, 
director of community redevelopment for the Oklahoma City 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“It’s going to have a massive impact, more anything that’s been 


done downtown in many decades,” says Humphreys, whose own 
plans include redeveloping the eighty-one-acre Downtown Airpark 
into a “full mixed-use urban community” complete with housing, 
retail, and a marina area. 

As far as Gregory is concerned, though, there’s no time like now. 

“I tell everyone I know they need to move downtown while 
they can,” she says. “You have your entire life to live in the 
suburbs.” 
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For appointment or information 
saintsok.com 405.231.8866 
saints in action midtown • Oklahoma city 


it has been a great hundred years. Oklahoma City has become a thriving beacon in the 
heartland with growth and renovations from downtown to the renaissance in midtown. 
Oklahomans are on the move and so are we. 


actions speak louder. 



Tommy Bahama Rum, 40% Alc./Vol. Imported by Sidney Frank Importing Co., Inc., New Rochelle, 




DRINK RESPONSIBLY 

www.tommybahamarum.com 
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The ultra premium version of the classic. 
Tommy Bahama Golden Sun™ Rum 
and cola. Garnish with lime. 


ULTRA PREMIUM 

RUM 


Taste Paradise. . . 


OKC RESTAURANT BLACK BOOK 



BY STEPHANIE GREGORY 


Burger and fries? You betcha. Java any way you 
want it? No problem. Sushi? For sure. Whatever 
your food and beverage yen, a restaurant in 
downtown Oklahoma City can satisfy it. 


Where to Eat 
Downtown 

DINING IN OKLAHOMA CITY’S CENTER IS A 
MANY-SPLENDORED EXPERIENCE. 
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RESTAURANT BLACK BOOK 


BRICKTOWN 


KLAHOMA’S BRICK- 
TOWN ALWAYS is evolv- 
ing. New life and energy 
and an everchanging array of 
restaurants provide terrific ambi- 
ance and great cuisine. East of 
downtown proper, Bricktown is 
a mass of historic brick buildings 
bisected by a modern canal built 
nine years ago with funds from 
the MAPS project. 

Bourbon Street Cafe, located 
on the canal, lends itself to 
the bayou experience with live 
jazz and blues to match. New 
Orleans-style cuisine served for 
lunch and dinner is just as it 
was meant to be, soulful with 
the right touch of debauchery. 
Case in point? The Black Magic, 
a black catfish filet with a craw- 
fish etouffee. 

Game day or not, Coach’s din- 
ers can unwind in the bleacher 
seats with a beer and smoked 
chicken nachos. After all, the 
Steve Owens-owned hot spot 
is located atop the Bricktown 
Ballpark, and its sports bar-style 
menu is a fit for the entire team. 
There’s no foul in the homemade 
apple crisp, and every seat has a 
diamond view. 

After a ball game or a late- 
night meeting, IHOP serves 
pancakes in Bricktown twenty- 
four hours a day. Free wireless 
and coffee helps during late-night 
cram sessions. 

The beef at Bricktown Burg- 
ers can “fill up a workin’ man,” 
says owner Dick Parr. Bricktown 
Burgers, the oldest family-owned 
restaurant in Bricktown, has been 
serving old-fashioned hamburg- 
ers at this location for fifteen 
years. Parr’s favorite has always 
been the original, a burger with 
grilled onions pressed into the 
meat before it’s cooked and with 
mustard and pickles on top. 

After lunch, a sweet tooth 
can easily be satisfied at Sonic 
on the canal, located just steps 
from the company’s corporate 
headquarters. Sonic keeps the 


natives satisfied with happy hour 
half-off drink specials every day 
from 2 to 4 p.m. 

Carnivores are easily indulged 
in Bricktown. Slowly smoked 
meats and homemade sides 
have put Earl’s Rib Palace on 
the map for many Oklahomans. 
Known as the home of “killer 
barbecue,” Earl’s Bricktown 
location is a popular stop just 
before heading next door to the 
movies at Harkins Theatres. 

Danny Falcone’s pizzeria, 


Falcone’s Pizza & Deli, next 
to the canal and across from 
Harkins Theatres, is sure to 
knock you out with his “Put 
some Bada Bing on that thing!” 
creations. Classic recipes passed 
down generation to generation 
are the Falcone’s signature. 

Searching for seafood? Pearl’s 
Crab town, a Cajun eatery trad- 
ing on the success of its sister 
restaurants around the city, is a 
spacious and laid-back place to 
dig in. Authentic Creole spirit 
is in the air as jazz and blues 
play while the Cajun crab boil is 
delivered to the table in a bucket 


and served on butcher paper. 

Nothing says Oklahoma like 
the live country music at Toby 
Keith’s I Love This Bar and Grill 
on the canal. Norman resident 
and Moore native Toby Keith 
opened his namesake restaurant 
in 2006 and included his own 
chicken-fried steak recipe on 
the menu. Diners at this popular 
tourist stop can enjoy everything 
from fried catfish to homemade 
pie against a backdrop rich in im- 
ages and memorabilia from one 


of country music’s greats. 

“We give away around nine 
thousand dollars a month in free 
cheeseburgers,” says proprietor 
Ross Crain about the restaurant’s 
one-time-only program for anyone 
with military ID. 

The first brewpub in the state, 
Bricktown Brewery opened its 
doors in October 1992, setting 
the stage for live music and a 
lighthearted atmosphere. With 
thirteen billiard tables, electronic 
darts, and a shuffieboard, this res- 
taurant brews three signature beers 
and nonstop entertainment. 

Bricktown beer buffs yearning 


for more should head to TapWerks 
Ale House and Cafe, where 
they’ll find “Beer Snobs” scrawled 
across the back of the bartenders’ 
T-shirts. Home to 212 beers on 
tap and another hundred in the 
bottle, Tapwerks offers the largest 
draft selection in the state. Pool 
tables and live bands enhance the 
environment, while fish and chips 
fuel the party. 

Spaghetti Warehouse was the 

first restaurant to set up camp in 
Bricktown. In 1989, the Italian 


kitchen paved the way with quality 
service and authentic Italian food 
made from scratch. Combining 
modern American favorites with 
classic Italian recipes, Spaghetti 
Warehouse holds the warmth of 
an Old World Italian kitchen. 

Zio’s Italian Kitchen continues 
that old-world Italian approach 
with a patio overlooking the canal. 
Like a small Italian villa, Zio’s is 
filled with the aroma of cooking 
meat and alfredo sauces made from 
scratch. The chicken piccata keeps 
Italian lovers coming back. 

Across the canal, Chelino’s 
is reserved for those hungry for 



U- * L 

\" v 


The first and third Monday of 
each month, Trattoria il Centro 
hosts a wine dinner featuring 
a three-course meal and three 
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Dick Parr, owner of Bricktown 
Burgers, is another local living 
his dream. “I have a lifelong 
love of Oklahoma City,” he says. 
“Years ago, I used to hang out on 
Main Street. I never dreamed I’d 
own property there.” 





D£ menu isextensive, 
pndlord’s Cottage Pie, 
■s, and swfeet potato 
iscious will appreciate 


'Of Guinness for less than 









authentic Mexican food. For 
fifteen years, Chelino’s has served 
its popular margaritas on three 
colorful patios overlooking the 
Bricktown Canal. Beef fajitas 
and chips and salsa are welcome 
additions to the view. 

Feeling fresh as you scope out 
the scene? Celebrate locally grown 
ingredients at Nonna’s Euro- 
American Ristorante and Bar, 
where the freshness comes from 
owner Avis Scaramucci’s Cedar 
Spring Farms. Edible flowers and 
fresh-picked cilantro decorate the 
plates of most dishes. The warm 
apple dumpling complements 
the classy homestead. 

“I believe in my product, and 
that is the only way I am able 
to share it with others,” says 
Scaramucci. 

Unique to Mickey Mantle’s 

Steakhouse is its array of memo- 
rabilia honoring baseball star 
Mickey Mantle of Commerce. 
The restaurant’s sophisticated 
ambiance and American cuisine 
are evident in the prime cowboy 
cut with sweet potato mash. With 
more than two hundred wines, 
there is something for everyone 
to sip on. 

The Mantel unites those seek- 
ing to share a cozy experience 
over a bottle of boutique wine. 
Steak, seafood, and pasta entrees 
complement the Mantel’s per- 
sonable atmosphere. With more 
than a hundred bottled wines 
and thirty by the glass, it’s clear 
the Mantel lives up to its motto, 
“Water separates the people of the 
world; wine unites them.” 

Holding history in place, the 
Deep Deuce Grill is located in an 


old doctor’s clinic. The tables are 
made of antique floors from the 
early 1 900s-era clinic, and the bar 
tops were restored from an African 
American church that burned 
down across the street. Like a scene 
from Cheers , this neighborhood 
bar and restaurant is a place for 
history and community. 


MIDTOWN 


I N MIDTOWN, THE history 
and future of Oklahoma City 
are intertwined within just a 
few blocks, centering around Plaza 
Court and the traffic roundabout 
at Tenth and Walker. 

To the east, Brown’s Bakery 
has been a household name for 
pastries since 1946. With 225 
years of combined baking experi- 
ence on its staff, Brown’s is one 
of the ten oldest family-owned 
businesses in Oklahoma. A full 
line of melt-in-your-mouth fresh 
donuts, breads, cookies, and pies 
are made daily. 

In Plaza Court proper, Prairie 
Thunder Baking Company, 

which joined the Midtown bakery 
cast when it opened in April, is 


open for breakfast and lunch and 
sells local jams, honey, and syrups 
to accompany made-from-scratch 
European-style baked goods like 
scones, tarts, and pain levain. It’s 
easy to while away the afternoon 
here, enjoying free Wi-Fi with a 
house blend of Prima coffee in 
one hand and a homemade cream 
puff in the other. 

On the west end of Plaza 
Court, Irma’s Burger Shack is 
a perfect hamburger haven. The 
“No Name” organic burgers from 
a Wynnewood ranch of the same 
name are a highlight. Serving 
Choc Beer made in Krebs and 
Head Country sauces from Ponca 
City plus homemade buttermilk 
pies and burgers and sandwiches, 
down-home cooking with a dash 
of cool sets the pace here. 

At the east end of Plaza Court, 
James E. McNellie’s Public 
House debuted its 354-beer selec- 
tion in Oklahoma City in June. 
The Tulsa-based Irish pub was 
inspired by family-friendly pubs 
in Dublin and has three floors for 
imbibing and dining. 

Just north, 1492 New World 


Latin Cuisine has quickly be- 
come an Oklahoma City staple. 
Brothers Marco and Arturo 
Chavez stepped out of the usual 
Tex-Mex and into exotic creations 
from across the Latin spectrum. 
The menu offers organic wines 
and frozen mojitos, hinting at 
1492’s chic ambiance. 

South of Plaza Court, the 
Grateful Bean Cafe’s history 
runs deep in the Kaiser building, 
home to Kaiser’s Old-Fashioned 
Ice Cream Parlor from 1917 to 
1990. Since 1993, the Bean has 
been serving everything from 
homemade ice cream to scrambled 
tofu and turkey sandwiches. 


FINE DINING 


LL THE HARD work has 
paid off, and it’s time to 
enjoy what Oklahoma 
City has to offer in fine dining. 

French brothers Michel and 
Alain Buthion know how to 
throw a party at Soleil and 
XO Lounge in the Colcord 
Hotel. A modern ambiance 
sets the stage for Soleil’s staple 
oyster bar. Down a flight, XO 
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prides itself as a New York-style 
urban lounge showcasing XO 
Lager, their locally brewed and 
labeled beer. 

A bit of Skirvin history resounds 
in the kitchen at Park Avenue 
Grill, where history and elegance 
come together on each dish. On 
the menu since 1911, the legend- 
ary Monte Cristo sandwich still 
is cherished as a lunch or dinner 
option. For dessert, executive 
chef Andrew Blacks carrot cake 
is a favorite, as is the dramatic red 
piano, a molded chocolate piano 
filled with white chocolate mousse 
and berries. 

Red never looked as good as it 
does in the historic 1911 Buick 
Building, owned and redesigned 
by architect Rand Elliott and 
his wife, Jeanette, expressly for 
this new addition to downtown 
dining. Red Prime Steak, up- 
scale and a landmark in design 
alone, is home to a collection 
of more than three hundred 
different wines. Savory beef 
cuts from Kobe to rib eye are 
the menu speciality. Red Prime’s 
presentations are intended to be 
exquisite — and they are — and 
a finale of red velvet cupcakes 
only punctuates this. 

The Museum Cafe inside the 
Oklahoma City Museum of Art 
provides a creative twist on fine 
dining. Since opening in 2002, 
the cafe has paired dinner and 
a movie in the museum’s Noble 
Theater as a stimulating experi- 
ence for both the eyes and the 
taste buds. Staple menu items 


include the grilled salmon and 
tilapia. On Thursday and Friday, 
the romance of cocktails on 
the rooftop terrace lures many 
downtown lovers. 

Trattoria il Centro recreates 
Italy in Oklahoma City. Bedaz- 
zling tiles splash the walls to 
welcome the authentic pizza and 
pasta seeker. Lunch or dinner, 
the aroma of the wood-burning 
pizza oven is matched in flavor 
by Chef Christine Dowd’s pastas, 
seafood, and desserts. 


WEEKDAY LUNCH 


T HE HEART OF downtown 
Oklahoma City, namely 
the vicinity of Robinson 


and Park avenues, is blessed with 
countless go-to restaurants that 
serve a quick, quality lunch. 

Exploring the Underground 
tunnels, formerly known as the 
Conncourse, is an adventure in 
itself. This three-quarter-mile 
subterranean system links sixteen 
blocks and thirty buildings and 
accesses dozens of scrumptious 
lunch options. Two restaurants 
are in the tunnel itself. Under 
Park Avenue, the China Chefs 
buffet is popular with the lunch 
crowd. Ricolettos, under Robert 
S. Kerr, is known for its pizza 
and pasta. 

Aboveground, the atrium in 
Leadership Square, also in the 


heart of downtown, features plenty 
of healthy selections. In early 
February, Crave debuted with 
fresh-squeezed fruit smoothies 
and nutritious sandwiches. Lo- 
cally owned City Bites serves 
wholesome sandwiches, soups, 
and salads. Ground Floor Cafe 
& Bakery, popular with down- 
towners for more than ten years, 
lures diners with fresh coffee 
and delicious baked goods and 
a popular Caesar salad. 

Another pluralized lunch 
spot is the lobby floor of the 
First National Center, built in 
1928 and in the middle of a $9 
million renovation. 

Italian Express serves an array 
of fresh-baked Italian food, buf- 
fet style. The six-dollar all-you- 
can-eat pizza and pasta buffet 
is popular with the downtown 
lunch crowd (including Oklahoma 
Today staff). 

A few steps east of Italian 
Express are other First National 
Center favorites, Golden Dragon, 
Over the Counter, and LT s Fa- 
mous Gourmet Deli, known for 
its sandwiches and desserts. 

Thursdays should be reserved 
for Sweets and Eats’ pot roast 


THE HOTTEST PLACE IN TOWN 

The Iguana Returns in Automobile Alley. 

iguana Mexican grill, formerly Iguana Lounge, has awakened from a 
five-year siesta. The new restaurant is tucked away in Automobile Alley in 
a renovated building with old architecture and new frills. Patrons are thrilled 
with the restaurant’s return. “I came for dinner on opening day and was back 
again for lunch the very next day,” says Elizabeth Young, an Oklahoma City 
real estate investor. “Their margaritas are still so fabulous.” Reopened in 
June, Iguana reacquaints patrons with the Mexican-Asian cuisine that made it 
a success in its first incarnation. Nine Northwest Ninth, (405) 606-7172. 
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Robert Painter, one of the owners of the new 
Iguana Mexican Grill (see sidebar opposite), 
managed the original restaurant when it 
was on Western Avenue. The popular eatery 
serves a $6.50 lunch with menu favorites like 
enchiladas, tacos, and burritos. 



OKC 


RESTAURANT BLACK BOOK 


lunch special. For twenty-four 
years, owner Bill Gold and his 
wife, son, and daughter have 
been faithfully serving down- 
town employees made-from- 
scratch, home-cooked meals. 
The Blue Plate Special costs 
$6.99 and can be planned well 
in advance, thanks to Sweets 
and Eats’ online menu. 

“You see the same people there 
every Thursday,” says Carrie Reed, 


who works at SandRidge Energy. 
“Everyone in our office looks 
forward to going together for a 
home-cooked meal each week.” 
The food court in the basement 
of the Robinson Renaissance 
building is a gold mine of nine go- 
to restaurants for the downtown 
lunch crowd. Going Greek is an 
option with Greek & Seafood. 
The sizzling gyro is a lunchtime 
favorite. The Snow Pea found its 


place within the building in 1 994. 
The most popular dish since has 
been sesame chicken with fried 
rice. For the studious on their 
lunch break, the Library of Fine 
Foods, nuzzled in the corner of 
the court, has been inviting lunch 
goers to eat among the classics 
since 1989. The Shakespeare 
Obsession, a flavorful prime rib 
sandwich, reflects the intellectual 
atmosphere in which it resides. 


At Richeys Grill in the Okla- 
homa Tower, owner Richard Moo- 
rad has been creating homemade 
dishes like fattoush salad since 
April 2000. Veteran downtown 
lunchers say his cheeseburger is the 
best in the business district. 

Left the brown bag at home? No 
worries. On Sheridan, the Lunch 
Box offers seventeen meats and 
ten vegetables cooked fresh all day. 
The corned beef on rye has been 
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Got Joe? ® . 

These downtown java shops ke^p^esidents hopp 


Fans of Coffee Slingers can keep up to date 
on java happenings by clicking on the cafe’s 
n ’ . blog at coffeeslingers.blogspot.com. 


Downtown Oklahoma 
City offers an assortment of 
homegrown coffee shops 
that are a great stopping 
point for locals to relax 
with a favorite book, read 
the morning newspaper, or 
simply refuel. 

For those unwinding in 
Automobile Alley, coffee 
slingers is the new favorite 
pit stop. Melody Harwell 
opened the doors in March 
and is dedicated to creating 
a slower-paced atmosphere. 


“Our hope is to get people 
back to enjoying coffee in a 
ceramic cup,” she says. 

Serving only fair trade, 
organic coffee, Coffee 
Slingers baristas take care 
with each cup of individually 
French-pressed coffee and 
will add a touch of latte art 
upon request. Pastries are 
delivered fresh daily. 

When the lunch bell 
rings, be sure to be near 
java dave’s, a popular 
breakfast and lunch spot. 


Earl Neighbors has been in 
the coffee business since 
1948, and his joe pairs well 
with baked goods and vast 
lunch offerings including 
the jerk chicken salad with 
pineapple. Serving more 
than fifty-one different 
coffee variations, Java 
Dave’s — and its free Wi- 
Fi — never gets boring. 

“Wake up your life!” is 
the motto at the buzz, a 
cafe in the First National 
Center. With more than thirty 


years of collective barista 
experience, this comfy den 
owned by Tim and Alison 
Sisson has been buzzing 
downtown for twelve years. 

UNCOMMON GROUNDS 
in Bricktown is spacious 
enough for deep conversation 
but cozy enough to get 
creative. The artsy venue 
stays open late, appealing 
both to the nightclub crowd 
and those looking to unwind 
after work with a signature 
cookie doodle latte. 


Coffee Slingers 

1 01 5 North Broadway 
(405) 606-2763 
coffeeslingers.com 

Java Dave’s 

10 Northeast Tenth 
(405) 236-0272 
coffeeoklahoma.com 

The Buzz 

1 20 North Robinson A ve, #1 85 
(405)232-1109 

Uncommon Grounds 

1 00 East Main Street, #1 00 
(405) 236-5282 
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legendary since the cafeteria-style 
business opened in 1946. Diners 
never know who they’ll run into 
while picking out a slice of pie: 
The Lunch Box is a favorite of 
Mayor Mick Cornett. 


DINNER 


F or downtown 

RESIDENTS and after- 
hours workers, several 
restaurants take the edge off a 
stressful day. (Yep, they serve 
lunch, too.) 

Letting loose and getting messy 
are the rules at Leo’s BBQ Fac- 
tory near the railroad tracks. Each 
customer is served with lightning- 
fast service accompanied by sweet 
tea, brisket, and a smile. Owner 
Charles Smith has helped Leo’s 
provide Oklahoma City with tasty 
barbecue since 1974. While the 
barbecue joint is famous for its 
strawberry banana cake, Smith 
has his own favorite: “Bologna 
and beef sandwich with mac salad 
smothered on top, country-boy 
style,” he says. 

Hip is in the air at Gaijin 
Sushi, located across the street 
from the new downtown library. 
While living in Japan, owner 
Gil Gentry was called gaijin , 
meaning foreigner, but he’s no 
outsider when it comes to sushi, 
the restaurant’s obvious main- 
stay. Patrons also get delirious 
over the crab mousse cake sur- 
rounded by mango sauce with 
chive oil drizzled over the top. 
Original art and hand-blown 
glass light fixtures decorate this 
new favorite. 

“Are your taste buds ready to 
rumba?” At La Luna, the ques- 
tion hints just as much at pizzazz 
in the atmosphere as it does in the 
chili verde. Customers are more 
like family, says owner Cindy 
Cabrera, and the communal 
experience more like a fiesta. 

In downtown Oklahoma City, 
diners never have to venture 
too far to find the next best 
authentic cuisine: It’s literally 
around every corner. 


Food Finder 

Downtown Oklahoma City restaurants are spread over 
2,825 acres. Here's how to find your next meal. 


FIRST NATIONAL CENTER 

120 North Robinson Avenue 

Golden Dragon $ 

(405) 235-2203 

Italian Express $ 

(405) 602-3181 

LT’s Famous Gourmet Deli $ 

(405) 232-3332 

Over the Counter $ 

(405) 236-0111 

LEADERSHIP SQUARE 

21 1 North Robinson Avenue 

City Bites $ 

(405) 232-3322 
citybitesinc.com 

Crave $ 

(405) 606-6691 
craveokc.com 

Ground Floor Cafe 
& Bakery $ 

(405) 232-2233 

ROBINSON RENAISSANCE 

119 North Robinson 

Greek & Seafood $ 

(405) 235-3115 

Library of Fine Foods $ 

(405) 235-8880 

Snow Pea $ 

(405) 235-0963 



1492 New World 
Latin Cuisine $$ 

1 207 North Walker Avenue 
(405) 236-1492 

Bourbon Street Cafe $$ 

100 East California 
(405) 232-6666 
jazmoz.com 

Bricktown Brewery $ 

1 North Oklahoma 


(405) 232-2739 
bricktownbrewery.com 

Bricktown Burgers $ 

300 East Main Street 
(405) 232-4373 

Brown’s Bakery $ 

1100 North Walker Ave 
(405) 232-0363 
brownsbakery.net 

Chelino’s $$ 

1 5 East California Avenue 
(405) 235-3533 
chelinosmexicanrestaurant.com 

China Chef $ 

101 Park Avenue, Suite 1602 
(405) 235-9099 

Coach’s $$ 

20 South Mickey Mantle Drive 
(405) 232-6224 
coachsok.com 

Deep Deuce Grill $$ 

307 Northeast Second Street 
(405) 235-9100 
deepdeucegrillokc.com 

Earl’s Rib Palace $ 

216 Johnny Bench Drive 
(405) 272-9898 
earlsribpalace.com 

Falcone’s Pizza & Deli $ 

208 Johnny Bench Drive 
(405) 702-1500 

Gaijin Sushi $$ 

200 North Harvey 
(405) 605-5616 

Grateful Bean Cafe $ 

1039 North Walker 
(405) 239-6800 
gratefulbean.com 

IH0P $ 

401 East California Avenue 
(405) 231-4467 
ihop.com 

James E. McNellie’s 
Public House $$ 

1 1 00 Classen Drive 
(405) 601-7468 
mcnelliesokc.com 

Irma’s Burger Shack $ 

1 1 20 Classen Drive 


(405) 235-4762 
irmasburgershack.com 

La Luna $ 

409 West Reno Avenue 
(405) 235-9596 
lalunamexicancafe.com 


Leo’s BBQ Factory $ 

7 North Harrison Street 
(405) 236-5367 



Lunch Box $ 

41 3 West Sheridan Avenue 
(405) 232-9409 


The Mantel $$$ 

201 East Sheridan 
(405) 236-8040 
themantelokc.com 

Mickey Mantle’s 
Steakhouse $$$ 

#7 Mickey Mantle Drive 
(405) 232-7111 
mickeymantlesteakhouse.com 

The Museum Cafe $$ 

415 Couch Drive 
(405) 235-6262 
okcmoa.com 

Nonna’s Euro-American 
Ristorante and Bar $$ 

1 Mickey Mantle Drive 
(405) 235-4410 
nonnas.com 

Park Avenue Grill 
at Skirvin $$$ 

1 Park Avenue 
(405) 702-8444 
parkavegrill.com 

Pearl’s Crabtown $$ 

303 East Sheridan 
(405) 232-7227 
funfresh.com 

Prairie Thunder Baking 
Company $ 

1114 Classen Drive 
(405) 602-2922 
prairiethunderbaking.com 


Red Prime Steak $$$ 

504 North Broadway 
(405) 232-2626 
redprimesteak.com 

Richey’s Grill $ 

21 0 Park Avenue, Suite 1 30 
(405) 235-FOOD 

Ricoletto’s $ 

201 Robert S. Kerr, Suite LL1 
(405) 239-2288 

Soleil and X0 Lounge $$$ 

15 North Robinson 
(405) 601-3800 
(405) 601-3600 
soleil-xo.com 

Sonic $ 

208-B Johnny Bench Drive 
(405) 228-0002 
sonicdrivein.com 

Spaghetti Warehouse $$ 

101 East Sheridan 
(405) 235-0402 
meatballs.com 

Sweets and Eats $ 

108 North Robinson 
(405) 235-3010 
sweetsandeats.org 

Tapwerks Ale House & Cafe $ 

121 East Sheridan 
(405) 319-9599 
tapwerks.com 



Toby Keith’s I Love This Bar 
and Grill $ 

310 Johnny Bench Drive 
(405) 231-0254 
tobykeithsbar.com 

Trattoria il Centro $$ 

500 West Main Street 
(405) 601-5858 
trattoriailcentro.com 

Zio’s Italian Kitchen $$ 

12 East California Avenue 
(405) 278-8888 
zios.com 


$ = $10 OR LESS $$ = $11-25 $$$ = $26 TO $50 $$$$ = $50 AND UP 
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Northeast Oklahoma's 


GRA*ND LAKE 
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— Front Row Seats available 


Request a FREE Visitor’s Guide by calling 

866. LUV. GRAND 

Visit us online at www.grandlakefun.com 

Don’t forget to check our constantly updated online Calendar of Events. 
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Join us September 11 through 14 for our first annual Grand Lake Biker Rally, 
and October 3 through 5 for the 25th Annual Pelican Festival. 
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Culture 


■ ■ The final show in Tulsa 
will be the swan song of the tour. 
It will be amped. ” —David Cook 


WHAT’S COOKING? 

David Cook returns to 
Oklahoma for the American 

Idols Live! Tour 2008 . PAGE 148 


f 


PEOPLE’S CHOICE 
Tulsa resident David Cook 
wowed the world with his 
hard rock vocals on American 
Idol \ and he’ll continue 
the trend this fall on the 
American Idols Live! tour. 


OklahomaToday.com 
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Culture: MUSIC 


"If I'm going to base it on who has done the best performances over the live shows, David Cook deserves to win." —Simon Cowell 



What's Cooking? 

HE CLIMB FROM beer 
slinger to chart topper didn’t 
take long for David Cook. 
Just over a year ago, the season 
seven American Idol winner 
was selling cold ones out of a trough during 
Tulsa’s Dfest. Now the twenty-five-year-old 
rocker is singing and strumming his stuff in 
front of thousands of screaming fans for the 
American Idols Live! Tour 2008. 

The Missouri-raised Cook — who calls Tulsa 
home — doesn’t take his journey lightly. 

“I have ten-minute pockets to stop and 
embrace what has happened and to keep a 
level head,” says Cook of his whirlwind suc- 
cess. “If it all ended tomorrow, I’d be happy 
with what I’ve done.” 

What he’s done is no small feat. After 
beating out runner-up David Archuleta and 
nearly sixty other finalists for the coveted 
Idol crown in May, Cook’s aptly titled debut 
single, “Time of My Life,” peaked at number 
three on the U.S. Billboard Hot 100 charts 


BARD TENDER 

David Cook’s former employer 
talks about the singer s pre - Idol 
days in Tulsa. 

“He would be the first one to open the door for 
you,” says first street music hall owner Jeff 
Martinson of his pal David Cook. “He’s very smart, 
witty, and always a gentleman.” 

Martinson and Cook became fast friends while 
Cook worked at Martinson’s Blue Dome district bar 
and concert venue in Tulsa. Cook was a bartender 
moonlighting as a rocker — often opening shows for 
Martinson’s band, Mad Verb — before auditioning for 
American /c/o/ last August in Omaha, Nebraska. After 
Cook made it on the show, American Idol cameras 
went back to Cook’s old hangout to shoot footage of 
him performing live. 

“Last October, he played to forty people in the 
music hall,” says Martinson. “Now he’s playing to 
crowds of twenty thousand.” 

Cook’s Idol win and newfound fame are no 
surprise to his old friends in Tulsa. “He has the voice 
of a lion,” says Martinson. “He’s got to have a full 
rock-and-roll band just to keep up with that voice.” 


and quickly became a favorite download on 
iTunes. Ten additional Cook songs also were 
listed simultaneously on the Hot 1 00, placing 
him in legendary company; the last band to 
have as many songs on the charts at one time 
was the Beatles in 1964. 

Powerhouse vocals secured his win, but his 
guitar certainly helped to distinguish Cook 
from the rest of the Idol hopefuls — and the 
other David, fellow finalist David Archuleta. 
Last season, contestants were allowed to 
perform with instruments for the first time, 
and Cook’s six strings gave him a competi- 
tive edge that didn’t undercut his talent as 
a vocalist. 

While Cook’s win may have come as a 
surprise, he’s no stranger to new beginnings. 
After graduating from the University of Cen- 
tral Missouri in spring 2006 with a degree in 
graphic design, Cook packed up his stuff and 
moved south to join the Tulsa-based band the 
Midwest Kings. 

“For the first time in my life, I was completely 
by myself,” says Cook of his time in Oklahoma. 
“It was a character-building experience, and 
I also found myself musically. Without my 
two years there, my Idol run wouldn’t have 
been as fruitful.” 

The next exciting step in Cook’s ascent is 
the debut of his first post -Idol album, slated 
for release in November. The album will 
feature tunes Cook penned with Ed Roland 
of Collective Soul, Raine Maida of Our Lady 
Peace, and fellow Tulsan and OneRepublic 
frontman Ryan Tedder. 

Although Cook is sharing his songwriting 
duties, his choice of collaborators reflects the 
unique musical style evident throughout his 
Idol performances. 

“I want this album to be 100 percent me,” 
says Cook. “Like taking a heart out and put- 
ting it into a stereo.” 

Cook currently is polishing the tools of 
his trade as he travels with his former show 
mates on a tour that crisscrosses the country 
and closes in the place that helped push him 
to the top: Oklahoma. 

“This has been a grueling, yet satisfying 
process,” says Cook. “I took the Idol experience 
as an opportunity to show who I am and who 
I want to be, and this tour is a chance to say 
thank you.” — Vallery Brown 

GET THERE: The American Idols Live! 
Tour 2008 will be at the Lord Center in 
Oklahoma City on August 28 and the 
BOK Center in Tulsa on September 13. 
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It’s true. As a charitable, not-for-profit 
organization, the YMCA is a vital part of the 
fabric of communities all across the state, 
where people regardless of gender, age, 
race, faith, income and ability are welcome. 
Contributing to the growth of individual 
communities and directly impacting the 
quality-of-life across the state, the YMCA 
stays true to its mission of putting Christian 
principles into practice through programs 
that promote healthy spirit, mind and body 
for all. In fact, Oklahoma Y’s served 280,000 
Oklahomans in 2007. 

Membership and programs are accessible 
to everyone regardless of the ability to 
pay. In 2007 alone, Oklahoma Y’s provided 
$2.5 million in direct financial assistance 
to individuals and families who otherwise 
would have been unable to participate due 
to financial limitations. Volunteer-founded 
and volunteer-led, nearly 10,000 men and 
women give their time each year in support 
of the mission and programs of the YMCA’s 
in their communities. 


Oklahoma Y’s actively seek opportunities for collaboration in their individual 
communities, partnering with other human service organizations as well as 
schools, churches, civic groups and local, county and state government. This 
insures that the widest array of community services are provided in the most 
efficient and effective manner possible. 

In terms of “health and wellness’’, for more than 100 years Oklahoma Y’s have 
provided facilities and programs which encourage healthy lifestyles, emphasize 
preventative health care, and that are accessible to every segment of the community 
regardless of ability to pay. Today (as in the past), the YMCA is leading the way to 
improve the health of all Oklahomans and to combat the growing problem of youth 
obesity. Through programs like YMCA Youth & Government, Minority Achievers, 
Youth Sports and Camping, YMCAs across the state of Oklahoma serve more than 

90.000 youth and teens in a safe and nurturing 
environment while emphasizing the values of 
caring, honesty, respect and responsibility. 

And as for child care, Oklahoma YMCAs are 
collectively the largest providers, serving nearly 

2.000 preschool and school-age children 
each day. YMCA childcare programs provide 
affordable, high quality care to working families, 
regardless of ability to pay. 

As you can see, across the board throughout our state and its communities, 
Oklahoma YMCAs help make our great state even greater. 



We build strong kids, 
strong families, 
strong communities. 


■ 


■ 


With more than 200 communities served by the YMCA in Oklahoma, Y’s are located in the following locations: 

Ardmore, Bartlesville, Bethany, Bixby, Chickasha, Davis, Edmond, Enid, Guthrie, Guymon, Lawton, Midwest City, 
Norman, Oklahoma City, Okmulgee, Owasso, Perry, Ponca City, Shawnee, Stillwater, Tulsa, and Weatherford. 


Culture: SPOTLIGHT 



HE GUYS IN the band 
were frustrated. The year 
was 2001; they had talent 
and were starting to get gigs, 
but they couldn’t agree on a 
name. So they looked up “frustrate” in the 
thesaurus, and Hinder was born. 

“It’s kind of lame, but it’s the truth,” says 
bassist Mike Rodden. 


Hinder is lame no more. The Oklahoma 
City quintet of Austin Winkler, Joe “Blower” 
Garvey, Mark King, Mike Rodden, and 
Cody Hanson hit the bigtime with their 

2005 debut CD Extreme Behavior , which 
became the tenth-best-selling record of 

2006 with 1.8 million copies sold. 

The album’s second single, “Lips of an 
Angel,” hit number one on Billboard’s Pop 


100 chart. An ode to lost love, the song is 
an apt demonstration of the impossibility 
of any conversation that starts with “My 
girl’s in the next room. Sometimes I wish 
she was you” having a happy ending. 

Now that they’re gearing up for the 
release of their sophomore effort, Take 
It to the Limit , this November, fans can 
expect more of the same. 
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CHAPMAN BAEHLER 


“We didn’t really try to reinvent our- 
selves,” Rodden says. This will come as 
a relief to the members of the “Hinder 
Army,” as the fan base is called, who 
flood Hinder’s online forums to interact 
with the band and vote on songs to be 
released as singles. 

The first single off Take It to the Limit , 
“Use Me,” was released July 15, premier- 
ing on Oklahoma City’s KJ103. 

In the days following the song’s release, 
countless comments were left by ador- 
ing fans on the band’s MySpace page. “I 
love you guys so much. ‘Use Me’ is pure 
excellence. You guys just get better,” is 
but one example. 

Rodden insists that fans are the most 
important members of Hinder. 

“We wouldn’t be doing this without 
the people who come to watch us and 
buy the album,” says Rodden. “We try to 
give them as much as we possibly can, to 
involve them as much as we can.” 

Rodden remembers what it was like 
growing up in Edmond, a disaffected 
youth turning to music for solace. 

“I got into high school and figured 
out that I sucked at sports, so I picked 
up the guitar and started jamming,” says 
Rodden. “I fell in love with it.” 
Continued on page 1 52 
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Culture: SPOTLIGHT 



ie, Hinder was a local 



OKC ROCKS 

Mike Rodden of Hinder picks his favorite Oklahoma City bands. 


• welcome the silence: “They don’t really 
sound like anybody else around town,” 

Rodden says. The band plays September 6 
at Brewdogs in Tahlequah and October 31 at 
Trader Tom’s Tavern in Altus. myspace.com/ 
welcomethesilence. 

• DEFECTED: “They’re talented and fun to watch,” 
says Rodden. myspace.com/getdefected. 

• the NIXONS: Rodden says, “I’m pretty sure 
everybody in Oklahoma City likes them.” The 


Nixons were grungy and successful in the 
1990s and disbanded in 2000. Guitar player 
Jesse Davis now owns a recording studio, 
Insomnia Sounds, in Oklahoma City, myspace. 
com/insomniasoundproductions. 

• the FLAMING LIPS: “I saw them on New Year’s 
Eve,” says Rodden. “That was rad.” Accidentally 
formed at a party in 1983 and now Grammy- 
winning superstars, the band still is based in 
Oklahoma City, flaminglips.com. 
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Continued from page 151 

It’s a common story. High school 
boys have two choices to impress girls: 
suit up under the Friday night lights 
or grow their hair long and thrash on 
a guitar. The latter strategy still works 
for Hinder. 

That comes as good news for fans who 
are drawn to the band’s angst-filled lyrics 
and hard-driving guitar riffs that make 
it practically impossible for listeners 
to resist tossing their hair and flashing 
devil horns. 

When asked how the band reconciles 
its hard-core partying image with its 
penchant for writing sad love songs, 
Rodden says, “There are always going to 
be ballads and love songs because you’ve 
got to rope in the chicks.” 

He estimates attendance at a recent 
Flint, Michigan, show was about 70 to 
80 percent female, and that suits the 
boys in the band just fine. 

“We have no problem with looking out off 
the stage and seeing a bunch of hot chicks 
getting into the music,” says Rodden. 

This attitude is exemplified by the Cat 
Fight feature on the band’s website. Each 
week, pierced punk princesses go head- 
to-head with girl-next-door types vying 
for the band’s attention. Fans can vote 
for their favorite lady, and the winning 
photos are placed in an online gallery. 

When they’re not living the rock-and- 
roll lifestyle out on the road, four out of 
the five members of Hinder still make 
their homes in the Edmond area. That’s 
not likely to change anytime soon. 

“Em not going to move away from 
here,” says Rodden. “I love Oklahoma 
City. It’s always been a kick-ass place 
to play.” 

The band members try to keep one 
another grounded. 

“Being on the road and having the suc- 
cess that we’ve had really hasn’t changed 
any of us,” says Rodden. 

“The day we’re not having fun doing 
this, we’re going to stop,” says Rodden, 
but he doesn’t envision that day coming 
anytime soon. “Being on the road is a 
continuous party. It never gets old.” 

— Kassy Nicholson 

GET THERE: Take It to 
the Limit hits record stores 
November 4. hindermusic.com. 


EVERYTHING 

SIX FLAGS ISN'T 



If you want your kids to experience 

unspoiled nature at its majestic best, McCurtain 

County is the place to go. 

Experience towering pines, deep mountain lakes and a 
wonderland of hiking trails. Watch bald eagles and wildlife 
of every kind. In McCurtain County, there's something 
for the entire family. It's everything Six Flags isn't. 



discover Mccurtain county 

SE Oklahoma's Little Piece of Heaven 


McCurtainCountyGetaways.com 
800-528-7337 ( 800-52 TREES ) 


©2008 McCurtain County Tourism Authority 



Delivery Available! 


Stratfords Little 


JELLY 2M 
FACTORY iflUi 
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Culture: EXHIBIT 


Cowboy Bling 

The Traditional Cowboy Arts Association Annual Exhibit and Sale 


returns to Oklahoma City. 

A POSH PAIR of Christian 
Louboutin shoes, a smart 
handbag emblazoned with 
the Louis Vuitton logo, and 
[just about anything from 
the house of Versace may be objects of 
desire and status for fashionistas. 

However, for horsemen, cowboys, and 
cowgirls, the ultimate objects of design 
include a set of ornate engraved spurs by 
John C. Ennis, an elegant saddle with in- 
tricate leather and silver embellishments by 
Chuck Stormes, or a finely braided rawhide 
quirt by Nate Wald. 

Just as Fashion Week in New York 
forecasts the upcoming collections of the 
world’s top fashion designers, the latest 


designs in traditional cowboy working 
gear are revealed each September at the 

Traditional Cowboy Arts Association 
Annual Exhibit and Sale at the National 
Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in 
Oklahoma City 

Since 1998 , the Traditional Cowboy Arts 
Association (TCAA) has partnered with the 
National Cowboy Museum to stage the 
annual exhibit and sale, showcasing the 
superlative works of master craftsmen work- 
ing in saddle making, bit and spur making, 
rawhide braiding, and silversmithing. The 
event draws collectors and aficionados alike 
from North and South America. 

Comparisons to the world of high fashion 
are no accident. Artists in traditional cow- 


boyworking 
gear must 
possess the 
same degree of 
technical skills, 
knowledge of 
the materials and 
traditions of their 
craft, and as strong 
a sense of individual 
style as any top fash- 
ion designer. 

They also are able 
to command prices 
on par with most A- 
list fashion designers. 
Pieces in the TCAA 




Log on to wimgo.com to find events throughout the state, 
as well as how to get there and where to eat along the way. 
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This silver spur was crafted by spur and 
bit maker John C. Ennis of Council, Idaho, 
whose work is regularly featured at the 
Traditional Cowboy Arts Association Annual 
Exhibit and Sale. 


exhibit and sale range in price from a few 
hundred dollars for a set of spur leathers 
to upwards of $50,000 for a saddle embel- 
lished with gold and silver filigrees. 

This year, visitors can witness master 
craftsmen plying their trade during a s 
live rawhide braiding demonstration 
on September 27. A collector’s sale 

and banquet will take place later in 

the evening. 

Collectors who attend the sale have - - 
no qualms about paying an artist’s set 
price, since they know they are obtaining 
a piece which has been entirely designed 
and crafted by the artist and will never be 
mass produced. 

Artistic freedom is paramount in the 
showcased works. 

“The exhibit and sale allow artists total 
creative freedom, as opposed to the dic- 
tates of custom work,” says Don Reeves, 
the exhibition curator and McCasland 
Chair of Cowboy Culture at the National 
Cowboy Museum. 

Many artists have waiting lists of seven 
years or more for commissioned work, so 


"Reason lies between the bridle and the spur." 


—Italian proverb 



On American soil 


VISIT THE MEMORIAL. 

EXPERIENCE THE MUSEUM 

FEEL THE HOPE. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 

NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL 
& MUSEUM 




oklahomacitynationalmemonal.org 

Museum hours; Mon-Sat, 9am -6pm Sun r 1 - 6pm ■ Grounds open all day, everyday - Downtown at 6th St Harvey ■ 1 -888-542-H0PE 
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Culture: EXHIBIT 


REVIVING A DYING CRAFT 

The TCAA breathes new life 
into a form of art nearly lost 
in time. 

Traditional western gear-making arts were 
on the verge of disappearing until the formation 
Of the TRADITIONAL COWBOY ARTS ASSOCIATION 
in 1 998 by a cadre of senior craftsmen who 
recognized the need to preserve their craft. 

Historically, gear makers have worked in 
isolation from one another, a reality that has 
threatened the survival of their craft. 

“The organization was formed in response 
to the lost knowledge, the lost generations 
of craftsmen, and the regional isolation 
of craftsmen working today,” says TCAA 
spokesperson Don Bellamy of Salmon, Idaho. 

The annual exhibit and sale also was 
instituted with the organization’s goal of 
preservation in mind. 

Bit and spur maker John C. Ennis says, 
“Because of this exhibit, we as artists have 
begun to influence each other’s work, which has 
resulted in a total renaissance in our art.” 



the opportunity to create a piece entirely of 
their own imagination is a welcome one. 

As Reeves says, “The TCAA exhibition 
allows artists to design and conceive works 
that push their capabilities and the design 
of their craft.” 

Many TCAA artists draw their in- 
spiration from the historical designs 
and styles of the Spanish Colonial Era 
and the Old West. A stunning pair of 
spurs from the 2007 exhibit by bit and 
spur maker John C. Ennis of Idaho, for 
example, was inspired by the elaborate 
spurs of Spanish horsemen and would have 
been the prized possession of any viceroy 
of the Spanish colonies. 

Rawhide braiders Leland Hensley of 
Texas and Nate Wald of Montana take 
cues from South American craftsmen, 
incorporating the braiding conventions of 
Argentine gauchos into their work. 

Other TCAA exhibitors look for mo- 
tivation in artistic realms that lie outside 
their own. Mark Drain, a silversmith from 
Washington, is influenced by the crafts- 
manship of Japanese sword guards and 



cience & Arts 

Oklahoma's Public Liberal Arts College 
Since 1908 * 17th and Grand, Chiekasha 
*405-224-3140 * www.usao.edu 
* Totally wireless campus * Rising admis- 
sion standards (23 ACT required 
for fail 2008) * Top faculty (93% have 
temrirtaf degrees) 
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incorporates the simple organic lines of 
oriental metal smiths in his work. 

In contrast, the work of fellow silver- 
smith Scott Hardy of Canada reflects the 
intricate early twentieth-century designs 
by the Tiffany Company. 

Although the works exhibited in the 
show are of the highest artistic quality, 
the TCAA requires that they be truly 
functional as well. 

According to Reeves, all the pieces 
exhibited are “traditional working gear 
that is designed to function — bits that 
fit a horse’s mouth and saddles that won’t 
sore a horse.” — Susan Wells 

GET THERE: The Traditional 
Cowboy Arts Association Tenth 
Annual Exhibit runs September 27 
through December 7 at the National 
Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 
in Oklahoma City, 1700 Northeast 
Sixty-third Street. The sale is 
September 27 at 7 p.m. Reservations 
are required. (405) 478-2250 or 
nationalcowboy museum, org. 


' 7 \ 

Make(VvVish. 



Wist Ball 2008 


0 




loin the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Oklahoma on a magic carpet 
ride through the world of hope, strength and joy given to our Wish 
Children by supporters and donors who make the magic happen. 




Friday, September 19 

The Skirvin Hilton Hotel, Oklahoma City 


PRcscnring SponsoR - $25,000 
Primary Recognition on all Media pieces 
Speaker introduction opportunity 
(2) Tables with priority Seating for (10) people each 
Special Wish Art Gift 
Table Recognition 
Projected Recognition during Event 
Link from Make-A-Wish Website 



(dish SponsoR - $5,000 

Priority Program Recognition 

Table with priority Seating for (10) people 

Special Wish Art Gift 

Table Recognition 

Projected Recognition during Event 

Link from Make-A-Wish Website 


CDagic SponsoR - $2,500 

Priority Program Recognition 

Table with priority Seating for (10) people 

Table Recognition 

Projected Recognition during Event 


Individual DReam SponsoR - $300 
(2) Tickets to Cocktail Reception and Dinner 


1 %^ 
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Mabee-Gerrer 
Museum of Art 


Located on the campus of St. Gregory’s University 


1900 W. MacArthur St. | Shawnee, OK 
(405) 878-5300 | www.mgmoa.org 


THE Pottawatomie County Historical Society 

Santa Fe Depot 
Museum -jl 

A 1904 Landmark That Brings ^ 

Pottawatomie County History to Life ■ »£& ’. ■ 

614 E. Main St. • Shawnee, OK 
www.santafedepotmuseum.org Jjqp jfcV: 

(405) 275-84 1 2 ^ $ 


Destination: Shawnee 


y /faff a 

Acharcoal room 

CHICKEN - STEAKS - SEAFOOD 

71 7 East Highland in Shawnee , oki 
(405) 275-0002 
Tue.-Th urs. 5 to 9 & Fri. & Sat 5 to 10 PM 

No reservations necessary 


1 7206 Walker Road in Shawnee, OK 
(405)275-3238 

OpenM.-Sa., 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Open year round. 
Groups welcome. Call ahead to reserve your space. 


MOUTHWATERING 

BAlHMi 

AT FIVE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

717 East Highland Shawnee, OK (405) 273-8704 
320 North Porter Norman, OK (405) 364-0600 
3815 North Harrison Shawnee, OK (405) 273-0000 
516 SE 4th Street Moore, OK (405) 793-8267 
NEW LOCATION! 

937 SW 59th Street Oklahoma City (405) 605-81 1 1 


PigStands.com 


Fri. 5:30-10 pm. Sat. 10 am-10 pm 

Sun. 1-5 pm 


5 Acre Maze 
U Pick Pumpkin Patch 
Hay Rides • Barrel Train 
Field of Fears 
Corn Cannon & More... 


Shawnee Maze & Pumpkin Patch Directions: From 1-40 (Shawnee Exit 
186) and Hwy 18: GoN2 1/2 mi. on Hwy 18. Turn E on Wolverine Rd. 3/4 mi. 

www.cornfieldmaze.com 


Central Oklahoma's 

Frontier 

Country 

WWW.OKTOURISM.COM 


Get 


WWW.VISITSHAWNEE.COM 
(888) 404-9633 I WWW.VISITSHAWNEE.COM 


oiCLfltionfl 
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WWW.TRAVELOK.COM 







www.southernwindsfilmfestival.com 





www.visitshawnee.com 

405.275.9780 


Destination: Shawnee 


FIRELAKE GRAND 


1-40 EXIT 178, SHAWNEE, OK 
405-96-GRAND • WWW.FIRELAKEGRAND.COM 


In Shawnee, you'll find unique 
shopping, great dining, family-fun 
attractions and truly grand events. 
Enjoy a round of golf or try your 
luck at one of our distinguished 
casinos. Call us to get your copy of 
our 2008 Visitors Guide or visit us 
online today! 


September 1 1 th - 1 3th 

Downtown Shawnee, OK 


Central 0 1; I □ ii p m a i 

lONTTER 
)UNTRY 

WWW.OKTOURISM.COM 



Get 


WWW. VI SITS HAW NEE. COM 
(888) 404-9633 I WWW.VISITSHAWNEE.COM 
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iiiitive (wtuia 


WWW.TRAVELOK.COM 







Culture: MEDIA 



THE 
MAGIC 
OF FALL 

Art shows... 
wine flows... 
cozy quilts 
ami music... 
lots of music.,, 
filling the autumn 
air with pickin' 
and singin? 


n Tir-rafTl Time t0 


CQKVt^l ION AS.T1 
visitor* WjfLEAU 


experience 
the Magic 
of Guthrie? 



4 

APPLES 
AND QUILTS 
FESTIVAL 

September 19-20 

OKLAHOMA'S 

BLUEGRASS 

FESTIVAL 

October 2-4 


GUTHRIE ART AND WINE 

FESTIVAL 
October 4-5 



Call: 405 . 282.1947 
800 . 299.1889 
Gugk: www.guthrieok.com 


GUTHRIE ART WALK 

November & 


Man With 
a Plan 

T. Boone Pickens shares life lessons and unveils his new energy plan. 


TORIES OF WISDOM and 
life experience have been passed 
down to younger generations 
for centuries. The only differ- 
ence in T. Boone Pickens’ new book is 
that the storyteller is a billionaire. 

Due out September 2, Pickens’ book, 
The First Billion Is the Hardest: Re- 
flections on a Life of Comebacks and 
Americans Energy Future , tells of the 
legendary oil man’s roller coaster ride 
with fortune, loss, depression, and the 
lessons he learned along the way. 

Growing up in Holdenville and attend- 
ing Oklahoma State University rooted 
Pickens’ heart in Oklahoma. In recent 
years, the Dallas resident has given more 
than $300 million to OSU, and the phi- 
lanthropist says he is not finished. 


“When I began this book, I wanted to tell 
the story of my great comeback and to help 
inspire others with what potential they have, 
young and old,” says Pickens. “There are op- 
portunities everywhere, and I’m hoping that 
what I’ve learned in life — and what I outline 
in the book — helps others succeed.” 

The First Billion begins with Pickens’ child- 
hood and continues through the corporate 
takeovers his first energy company, Mesa, 
spearheaded before he landed his present 
position as CEO of BP Capital Manage- 
ment. Through it all, Pickens speaks bluntly 
of his successes and doesn’t shy away from 
his mistakes. 

Those mistakes helped Pickens conceptualize 
his new energy plan. In the book, he tackles 
what he calls the “myths” surrounding energy 
and oil consumption in the United States and 
offers a solution. 

The Pickens Plan calls for the 
use of natural gas and biofuels 
to power vehicles and suggests 
a broader application for the 
use of wind-generated power. 
Pickens currently is building the 
world’s largest wind farm, span- 
ning four counties in the Texas 
panhandle. 

Although the book is expansive 
in its range of topics, Pickens’ 
favorite part is where he tells of 
a speech he gave to his grandson 
Alexander’s graduating class. 

“It’s a story of opportunity, not 
only for that class but for every 
American who has the opportunity 
to grow up and take advantage of 
the best entrepreneurial nation on 
earth,” he says. 

— Kristin Hale 

The First Billion Is the Hardest 
is on sale at bookstores nation- 
wide. $ 26 . 95 . randomhouse. 
comlcrown. 



THE FIRST BILLION 
IS THE HARDEST 


T. BOONE 
PICKENS 



September/October 2008 





HOMEGROWN TALENT 

Okie culture abounds in these 
new releases. 



SIX-PIECE SUIT 

The six Oklahoma City friends who make up the 
uglysuit aspire to provide a hopeful outlook on what 
can be a bleak world. Their eponymous debut album, 
released by Quarterstick Records in August, includes 
nine tracks that run the gamut from snappy, upbeat 
anthems to delicate, haunting melodies. $12.99. 
myspace.com/theuglysuit. 



LOCAL COLOUR 

The colorful characters in colourmusic know how to 
mix things up. The eclectic quintet from Oklahoma — 
with the exception of one member imported from 
London — release their newest CD September 9 via 
Great Society Records. Entitled f, monday, orange, 
february, venus, lunatic, 1 or 13, the album features 
energetic remixes of some former releases and 
a new song that will have fans seeing rainbows. 
$12.98. colourmusic.net. 

HISTORY LESSON 

Despite being one of the 
youngest states in the nation, 

Oklahoma’s origins have been 
documented for generations. 

In OKLAHOMA: A HISTORY, due 
out October 1 , W. David Baird 
and the late Danney Goble, 
both native Oklahomans, offer a comprehensive 
narrative account of the state’s past. Appealing to 
general audiences, the broad range of topics covers 
everything from the formation of natural landmarks to 
the Murrah bombing. $24.95. oupress.com. 
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Destination: Stillwater 
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The masters of the Tailgate convene before sporting events at OSU to ply their 
craft. The aromas of their culinary endeavors waft all over town and the mark of 
the master is the crowd surrounding their domain. It's a noble endeavor but one 
fraught with an endless stream of challengers to the crown. 

If you have yet to experience this cultural phenomenon, game days provide the 
best opportunity ... join in, but be 
forewarned ... the AIR carries 1 200 calories./ 
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For Information Go To 

visitstillwater.org j 

Stillwater Convention & Visitors Bureau • (800)991-6717 • visitstillwater.org 








NATIONAL WRESTLING 
Hall of Fame & Museum 

S wrestlinghalloffame.org 

■ v flSV5= - (405)377-5243 


IM 


405 W. Hall of Fame Ave. 

Stillwater, OK 
Hours of Operation: 
Monday-Friday 9-4:30 

Weekends by appointment only 


mm 



^ Oklahoma Slate University 

Library 
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The OSU Library Electronic Publishing Center is pleased to be a part of the 
Oklahoma Today Archives online. We also offer other materials relating to Oklahoma, including: 

Oklahoma History, People and Culture: 

The Chronicles of Oklahoma volumes 1-40 

The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture 

From Warrior to Saint: The Journey of St. David Oakerhater 

Oklahoma Flora and Fauna: 

Proceedings of the Oklahoma Academy of Science 
Oklahoma Ornithological Society Bulletin 
Publications of the Oklahoma Biological Survey 

American Indian Legal Materials: 

Kappler’s Indian Affairs: Laws & Treaties 
Decisions of the Indian Claims Commission 


| Museum & Gift (Shop Featuring the History of Stillwater and OAMC/ OSU | 
Sheerar Cultural & Heritage Center 
702 §outh Duncan 405-377-0359 ww.sheerarnmseum.org 


All of our collections are available free of charge at 

digital . library, okst at e. ejlu 


Why Shop Stillwater ... 

when you could go to Dallas ... or OKC ... or Tulsa? 

Because you will find hidden treasures in every one of Stillwater's 
myriad of shops, boutiques, department stores, antique dealers ... 
well you get the idea. 

Stillwater has the selection and price without paying a premium in 
gasoline to do your shopping. Beats the metros doesn't it? 

Tell them you found it in Stillwater ... They'll be envious of your 
obvious shopping skills. 
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NOR7rJ OKLAHOMA' 

SHOPPING 

CENTER 


J o 409 S. Main Stillwater, OK 405,372.5573 www.stillwaterchamber.org 
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Stillwater Chamber of Commerce • (800) 593-5573 • stillwaterchamber.org 
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Culture: LETTER FROM CHANDLER 


"Get six jolly cowboys to carry my coffin, get six pretty maidens to bear up my pall." — "Streets of Laredo" 


The Streets of Chandler 

These timeworn roads are paved with memories. By Anna Myers 



T here is an old cowboy 
song named “Streets of 
Laredo.” It is, I believe, also 
the name of a movie made 
in 1949 and of a novel 
published by Larry McMurtry in 1993. 
The song, however, is what interests me 
because it talks about walking out in the 
streets of Laredo. I walk out every morn- 
ing in the streets of Chandler. In the song, 
though, the singer finds a dying cowboy. 
Luckily, I have never found a dying cow- 
boy or any other expiring person on any 
of my walks. 

My husband, John Calvin, had two 
ancestors who did die on the streets of 
Chandler, and he himself recently got 
down on a sidewalk here. He was mov- 


ing some dirt as a volunteer worker for 
the Lincoln County Museum of Pioneer 
History when he injured a muscle and 
found himself unable to walk or stand. It 
was a Sunday afternoon, and he was on a 
deserted side street. 

By the time he used his cell phone to call 
me, Jim Morningstar had stopped and was 
there to help me get John into my car and 
into our house. Within fifteen minutes, 
Johnny Byford, notified by Jim, showed 
up at our door with a wheelchair, crutches, 
and a wonderful traditional Sac and Fox 
meal, including corn soup and fry bread, 
which his wife, Dee, had prepared for a 
birthday party. 

When I commented to my husband 
about how nice people were to help him, 


he claimed that two other people had 
stopped to go through his pockets before 
Jim came to the rescue. 

Of course, that wasn’t true. In fact, we 
are law-abiding people. The truth is that 
as I write this article, Lincoln County 
has twelve candidates for sheriff. Talk at 
Marshas Country Kitchen Cafe is that the 
position of sheriff should not be filled by 
a mere popularity contest, but rather by 
one of skill. It has been suggested that the 
candidates line up in front of the jail and 
have a good, old-fashioned shootout. Last 
person standing gets the job. 

I would bet that people came to help 
my husband’s ancestors, too. His great- 
grandfather, Benjamin Winkelman, died 
in a wagon accident when his mules were 
frightened by a motor car on the Ninth 
Street hill. Benjamin’s son-in-law, Nathaniel 
Simpson, who was John’s grandfather, died 
of a heart attack while engaged in a fiddling 
contest on the courthouse lawn. 

Both men died before John was born, 
but I believe there is something left of them 
on these streets, and I think about them 
sometimes as I walk. 

I think, too, about other people who once 
walked these streets. One of those people 
was Mable Rushing, county librarian and 
my Sunday school teacher, who frequently 
said to her class, “Girls, if you don’t know 
where you’ve been, you can’t know where 
you are going.” 

I know where I’ve been on the streets of 
Chandler. I know where the sidewalks dip 
and where there is an incline. I know where 
there are bricks saying, “Chandler, O.T.” 
indicating they were made when we were 
part of Oklahoma Territory, and I know the 
location of some streets made entirely of 
brick. I know where the Bradford pear trees 
were planted in front of the courthouse in 
honor of Chandler’s one hundredth birthday 
in September 1991. Those trees have grown 
a great deal in seventeen years. 

I may not be able to walk these streets in 
another seventeen years, but I think some- 
thing of my spirit will still be here. Maybe 
another walker will remember me. 
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VISIT OKLAHOMA'S FAVORITE FALL GETAWAY! 

Hike on trails overlooking 77-foot waterfall, explore caves, 
kick back at one of our picnic areas, and spend the night 
under the stars at one of our campsites. 

For more information, call 580-369-2988 or visit 

TURNERFALLSPARK.COM 
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Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation 
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Culture: MELTING POT 


“Familia is the very center of Latino culture. It is the strongest thing about us and the most universal." — Gregory Nava 



This year, 
expect to 
.attendanc 


Fiestas de las Americas organizers 
top last year’s estimated f jTO fi 
:e of ten thousand people. 1 


ALKING ALONG 
COMMERCE 
Street in Capitol 
Hill — also known as 
Southwest Twenty- 
fifth Street in Oklahoma City — is like 
taking a stroll through a Latin American 
village square. Spanish-language signs 
identify many of the local businesses, and 
family-owned retail stores take the place 
of corporate franchise outlets. This city 
within a city is the setting for Fiestas de 
las Americas 2008 . 

Established by the Capitol Hill Main 
Street organization and Tango Public Rela- 
tions, Fiestas de las Americas is a grand 
celebration of Hispanic culture and tradi- 
tions. The all-day festival on September 
27 is appropriately set during Hispanic 
Heritage Month, which takes place from 
September 15 to October 15. September 


1 5 marks the date when five Latin Ameri- 
can countries gained independence from 
Spain in 1821. 

Coordinators for Fiestas de las Americas 
2008 anticipate a record-setting turnout 
for this year’s festivities. Last year, approxi- 
mately ten thousand people attended the 
street festival, and the celebration was voted 
“Premier Special Event” at the Oklahoma 
Main Street Awards Banquet. 

This year, Jorge Hernandez, the fiestas 
event coordinator and president of Tango 
PR, expects to see even greater numbers 
in attendance, thanks to the organization’s 
effort to appeal to a broader demographic 
by adding country, pop, and gospel groups 
to the list of performers. 

“There’s more to the festival than Hispanic 
culture,” says Hernandez. “We all come from 
different walks of life in food, attire, and 
music, so you’ll get a taste of it all.” 


CAPITOL IMPROVEMENTS 

A Hispanic relocation revives 
the Capitol Hill district. 

Capitol Hill was originally an independent city 
established in 1 904. In 1 91 0, the city was annexed 
by Oklahoma City for $1 2,000. 

Oklahoma City’s Capitol Hill district was facing 
devastating economic hardships in the 1980s, when 
federal amnesty programs made it possible for many 
Hispanics to establish residency in the United States. 

“Economic circumstances played a huge factor in 
the migration,” said David Castillo, executive director 
of the Greater Oklahoma City Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce. “It’s night and day from one side of the 
border to the other, and seeking a better life for their 
families was a necessity.” 

With Capitol Hill nearly empty, large Hispanic 
families were able to move to a new place while 
still living in close proximity to one another, and the 
local economy began to stabilize due to the growing 
Hispanic business community. 
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The Saturday festival begins at 1 1 a. m. 
with a two-hour parade full of music, danc- 
ing, clowns, floats, and much more. Jeri 
Montgomery, executive director of Capitol 
Hill Main Street, says the parade is her 
favorite part of the day-long event. 

“I love the way it brings the community 
atmosphere to Capitol Hill,” says Mont- 
gomery. “There’s just a ton of color and 
activity to enjoy.” 

The parade will showcase more than 
fifty groups such as marching bands, 
international associations from Guate- 
mala and Puerto Rico, ROTC programs, 
nonprofits, and local businesses. After the 
parade, the best participants in several 
categories will be presented with trophies 
on the main stage. 

As the September afternoon sets in, 
festival attendees have plenty of options. 
The booths that line the blocked-off roads 
in the neighborhood are packed with a 
variety of offerings, including traditional 
Mexican food, information from local 
organizations, and art. 

Beyond the booths, a stage is set for 
Hispanic musicians, dancers, and a variety 
of entertainment acts. Childrens arts and 
crafts centers will keep creative kiddos happy 
while more daring buckaroos can give the 
notorious mechanical bull a try. 

Fiestas de las Americas is more than a 
party. It’s a chance for the entire family to 
learn about Hispanic culture while con- 
tributing to the preservation and economic 
development of one of Oklahoma City’s 
most historic neighborhoods. 

— Rachel Wright 

GET THERE: Fiestas de las 
Americas 2008 will be held on 
Southwest Twenty-fifth Street 
between Robinson and Hudson on 
September 27 . 11 a. m. to 10 p.m. 
Admission is free. (40b) 606-8792. 



The broadest platform of commercial 
real estate services in the world and 
we still have every need covered. 


CB Richard Ellis offers the most comprehensive array of commercial real 
estate services in the world. With an interconnected global platform of 
capabilities providing solutions customized to every client's specific needs* 
From brokerage services and capital markets to valuation and advisory 
and project management* Across all property types. At CB Richard Ellis, 
scope meets service. 


The right business partner 
for all your real estate needs* 
#1 in commercial reaL estate worldwide 
www.cbreok.com 


CB RICHARD ELLIS 


| Oklahoma 



WowE I've 
. got University 
r Theatre season 
L ti ckets I. . 


The University of Oklahoma 

jffff UNIVERSITY 
UNI THEATRE 

A carousel of comedy, 
drama, dance and musicals! 

New season subscriptions 
on sale August 25. 

OU Fine Arts Box Office 
(405)325-4101 

or visit 

ou.edu/finearts/drama 


The University of Oklahoma is an equal ^ 
opporluni ty insti W tion . For sccommo d a tie ns 
based an disability call (405) 325-4101, 
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Oklahoma Events 


NATIONAL COWBOY & WESTERN HERITAGE MUSEUM® 


CRAFT IN 
AMERICA 

EXPANDING TRADITIONS 


October 1 1, 2008 - January 18, 2009 



“Craft, both historical and contemporary, 
is all around us. For me craft recognizes 
and communicates so much about 
what we are as a country. 
It is our identity and our legacy.” 
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Concluding With Two Spectacular Concerts at 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m 



with special guest Dean Miller, son of Roger Miller 

For ticket information call 580-526-3833 or 580-526-3332 




4 Polka Batiks 


Wednesday - 5:30 p.m. to 11:30 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday - Noon to Midnight 
Admission: $1 for Adults (12 and over) after 5 p.m. 
FREE Parking I www.choctawfestival.org 




THE* 


try 

museum 


presents its 17 th annual 

Film 8 Music Festival Gene Autry, Oklahoma 

Gene Watson, Eli Barsi, Barry Corbin, Roberta 
Shore, and other Western film stars, plus Les Gilliam, 
Johnny Western, and other entertainers. Cowboy poetry, 
Western art, memorabilia, seminars, workshops, panels 
with actors and authors, plus a memorabilia auction! 

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 

Contact the museum for more details 

townofgeneautry@brightok.net • geneautryokmuseum.com 
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September 18, 19, and 20 


Ardmore celebrates its oil heritage! 
Featuring Live Music ♦ Street Dance 
Pet Parade ♦ Pioneer Days ♦ Food 
Oil Gusher and MORE! 


(580) 


Call 


226 


6246 


FOR 


MORE 


INFO 








Events 


"This is Halloween, everybody make a seen e." — The Nightmare Before Christmas 




MONSTER MASH 

The streets are alive... with skeletons. 

The 2007 Ghouls Gone Wild Halloween 
parade brought a legion of fans to Oklahoma 
through the participation of the Flaming 
Lips. Here’s what one reveler said about her 
experience with the first march of a thousand 
FLAMING SKELETONS: 

“My husband Steve and I are both huge 
Lips fans, and this was a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity— even if it does come around 
again every year/’ says Chandra Boyd, senior 
associate curator of education at the Oklahoma 
City Museum of Art. “As a lifelong resident of 
Oklahoma City, I was thrilled to see the turnout 
for this event. The sidewalks were lined with 
people, in costume and not, having a great time 
and showing their support. ” 


Skeleton Crew 

TILL BUMMED THAT 
you missed it last year? No gj 
worries — the second annual 
Ghouls Gone Wild Halloween 
parade will again present a spec- 
tacle of spooks and specters in downtown 
Oklahoma City. 

The October 25 parade is organized by 
the Oklahoma Gazette , an Oklahoma City 
alternative weekly. Viewers can give their 
Halloween costumes some early haunting 
and line the route to watch a chilling array 
of floats, walking groups, and bands. 

“The Next Elvira, our grand marshal, is 
leading the parade, and Wayne Coyne and 
the Flaming Lips are again bringing up 
the rear with their March of a Thousand 
Flaming Skeletons,” says Jeffri-Lynn Dyer, 
the Gazettes associate publisher. 

The Next Elvira is April Wahlin of San 
Diego, who was chosen to be the Mistress of E 
the Dark’s successor on Fox Reality Chan- 
nel’s The Search for the Next Elvira. The first | 
Ghouls Gone Wild parade featured hundreds | 
of Flaming Lips fans in matching skeleton § 
costumes carrying torches. The march was | 
led by Lips bassist Michael Ivins, and lead £ 
singer Wayne Coyne followed the procession 2 
in his signature inflatable bubble. 

“The parade displays a community of 
people demonstrating a common purpose: to 
exemplify the diversity and innovation that 
is present in our city,” Dyer says. “It is an 
outlet for creative expression, stimulating an 
amazing positive energy that, with support, 
could last far beyond the event itself.” 

Last year’s participants included Creative 
Oklahoma, Individual Artists of Oklahoma, 
the Tornado Alley Roller Girls, a skateboard 
half-pipe on a float, a zombie horde, and 
the Central Oklahoma Ghostbusters. The 
2008 parade is expected to have even more 
entries, which will be judged by a panel 
of local celebrities to determine who has 
the “Fright Stuff’ or the “Most Haunting 
Melodies.” 

Creative Oklahoma, an organization that 
promotes and supports creativity through 
the Oklahoma Creativity Project, will be 
involved again this year. Its chair, Burns 
Hargis, had the initial idea for the downtown 
Halloween gathering. 

“Burns Hargis attended the annual Vil- 
lage Halloween Parade in New York City 
and returned to ask a group of community 


leaders to put together a similar event in 
Oklahoma City,” Dyer says. “Bill Bleakley, 
the publisher of the Oklahoma Gazette , 
stepped forward and offered to plan and 
organize the event.” 

Because Creative Oklahoma’s goal is to 
inspire new ways of thinking about cultural 
amenities and activities, the Halloween 
parade is a model for other nontraditional 
state events. 

“The future of this state will require 
us to be more innovative and creative in 
everything we do,” says Phil Moss, interim 
executive director of Creative Oklahoma. 


“The parade is an example of thinking dif- 
ferently about how we interact with each 
other and how we make connections with 
each other.” 

— Allison Meier 

GET THERE: The Ghouls Gone Wild 
parade begins at Northwest Twelfth 
Street and Walker. Vendors will be 
selling souvenirs, food, and drinks in the 
a Field of Screams' between Third and 
Fourth streets on Broadway from 3 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. The parade entry deadline is 
October 1. ghoulsgonewild.com. 
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}a I Pow-Wow 
5-7, 2008 
17 ext. 244 


Pow-Wow 


Green Country 5K Run 
October 1 8, 2008 
918.542.4435 


Claremore 

OKLAHOMA 
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 


20 minutes northeast of Tulsa 
300 + Antique & Collectible Dealers 
Located on Historic Route 66 
World-Class Museums • Local Favorite 
Restaurants • Great Accommodations 




Or- _ 




2008 Events 

Sept. 1 -2 Clem McSpadden's Labor 
Day Team Roping 

Sept. 4-6 Bluegrass & Chili Festival 
Oct. 4 Dicken's of a Ride 
Oct. 31 - Nov. 2 Will Rogers Days 
Oct. 31 - Nov. 1 Crazy for Crafts 

877.341.8688 

VisitClaremore.org 


13th Annual 

Cherokee Homecoming 
Art Show and Sale 


August 16 - 
October 5, 2008 

at the 


A Celebration of 
Oklahoma Art ft Music 


Saturday, October 11 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


Over too Oklahoma Artists 
featuring Oklahoma 1 Vineries, 
live Music and Food. 
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Come visit Miami and see the 
last section of the original 
Route 66 Ribbon Road. 

Named a Route 66 scenic 
by-way, you’ll be amazed 
at all Miami has to offer! 

More than 500 hotel rooms! 


VISIT 




A/Jh 

/ W § OKLAHOMA 

* 918,542.4435 •VisitMiamiOK.com 


“Beauty and the Beast” 

Presented by Miami Little ' 

At the Coleman J\ 

September 4-7, 
918.540. ~ 


Wyandotte Tril 
Septembei 
918.678 

David Osborne Trie 

At the Coleman Theatre 

September 12, 
918.540.1 

Eastern Shawnee Tribal 

September 19-21, 2008 
918.666.2435 

Miami’s 1 

Brooks & I 

At the Buffalo Ri 

October i '« 


Cherokee Heritage Center 
Tahlequah, OK 


21192 S. Keeler Drive I Park llill. OK 74451 
(888) 999-6007 I CherokeiHeritage.org 


l 

JenksChamber.com 

918.299.5005 


2007 Urand Prize Winner 

“Hidden in Plain Sight" 
Bandolier hag by Martha Berry 


Sponsored by 






CHEROKEE 

HERITAGE 

CENTER 

Tahlequah, OK 


GreenCountryOK. com 


NE OKLAHOMA’S GREEN COUNTRY 

Play Your Heart Out! • 800 . 922.2118 


OKLfltlOrtfl 
MiTivt nniEicfl 

TravelOK.com 
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G REATPLAI NSCOU NTRY.COM TRAVELOKCOM 1 800.652.6552 


CENTER !j 


800 - 280-0207 

www.visitelkcity.com 




Violin 

Virtuoso 

Itzhak Perlman performs 
at the Oklahoma 
City Philharmonic s 
Twentieth Anniversary 
Celebration. 
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M USIC LOVERS 
REJOICE. On 
September 13, 
the Oklahoma 
City Philhar- 
monic’s twentieth season kicks off 
with Opening Night: A Twentieth 
Anniversary Celebration at the 
Civic Center Music Hall in Okla- 
homa City. 

To herald the new season, Itzhak 
Perlman, one of the world’s most 
highly regarded violinists, will join 
the orchestra for an evening that’s sure 
to generate a standing ovation. 

Perlman was the guest performer 
at the orchestra’s first official opening 
night in 1989. 

“Most orchestras, including this 
one, start off the season with some- 
thing big and splashy and popular,” 
says executive director Eddie Walker. 
“It’s a big celebration of music.” 

An opening number by Weinberger 
followed by a Mozart violin concerto 
will set the mood for a performance 
of Tchaikovsky’s “Symphony #3.” 
While classical music recitals may 
seem humdrum to casual listeners 
who are more accustomed to rau- 
cous arena concerts, Walker says 
all negative expectations melt away 
when visitors experience the show 
for the first time. 

“When they come, they have the 
complete opposite reaction,” he says, 
which he credits, in part, to the 
efforts of Maestro Joel Levine and 
others to connect with the audience. 
In addition to program notes, which 
offer information on composers and 
compositions, each concert includes 
a preshow lecture, helping listeners 
to put the music into context. 

“Maestro Levine believes in talk- 
ing to the audience. It makes the 
orchestra and the music more acces- 
sible,” says Walker. “We try to break 
down the barrier between audience 
and performer.” 

— Megan Rossman 

Opening Night is September 13 at 
8 p.m. Ticket prices are $27 to $80. 
Civic Center Music Hall y 201 North 
Walker Avenue. (405) 232-7575 or 
okcphilharmonic. org. 
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Our Waters Await. 

Cool off in Arbuckle Country, Oklahoma’s Natural 
Adventure. With crystal clear lakes, inviting rivers, 
natural springs, and rushing waterfalls, Arbuckle 
Country is an oasis of adventure. To plan your getaway 
to Southcentral Oklahoma’s Arbuckle Mountain region, 
visit www.arbuckles.com. 


Arbuckle Country 
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Texoma Peanut Inn I 912 S. First I Madill, OK 
1-800-326-0231 

www.texomapeanut.com/inn 


SINCE 


1984 
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WOODWARD 


Chamber of Commerce 





Past: 
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Local exhibition is made possible 
by Chesapeake Energy. 


Media sponsorship provided by 


Oct. 11 through Jan. 19 

This hands-on exhibition invites visitors to touch real dinosaur bones 
and reconstructed nests, dig for eggs, experience hands-on exploration 
stations and view animated video presentations. 

Hatching the Past was developed by Charlie and Florence Magovern of The, Stone Company, 

Boulder, _Colorado,inTassociation with the Harvard Museum of Natural Fjistory. 


Sam Noble Oklahoma 
Museum of Natural History 
The University of Oklahoma 

2401 Chautauqua Ave. I 405-325-471 2 I www.snomnh.ou.edu 

The University of Oklahoma is an equal opportunity institution. For accommodations on the basis of disability call 405-325-4712. 



CENTER STAGE 

A brand-new venue brings big 
names to downtown Tulsa. 

With the introduction of the bok center 
in downtown Tulsa, a whole new world of 
entertainment possibilities is now open toTulsa- 
area residents. 

On August 30, country music star Garth Brooks 
will help cut the ribbon, marking the opening of 
the $1 78 million multipurpose arena. Classic rock 
legends the Eagles are slated to perform at the 
facility’s inaugural concert on September 6. 

The 550,000-square-foot BOK Center is set to 
host A-list concerts, major sporting events, and 
national touring acts like Cirque du Soleil. 

“Before the BOK Center, it was very difficult to 
hang the sets of the large shows in the existing 
Tulsa-area venues,” says John Bolton, the arena’s 
general manager. 

With a maximum seating capacity of 1 8,041 , 
the BOK Center will be the new home of the Tulsa 
Oilers ice hockey team and the Tulsa Talons minor- 
league arena football team. 

“Cesar Pelli, the designer/architect, has created 
a new arena that is unique and stands out from 
most arenas in the United States,” says Bolton. 

Pelli, an Argentina-born Connecticut resident, 
also is responsible for designing the spectacular 
Petronas Twin Towers in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
Displaying Pelli ’s trademark curved facades of 
shimmering metal and glass, the BOK Center is 
striking in appearance. 

In addition to being an architectural marvel, the 
BOK Center houses a number of commissioned 
works by both regional and national artists. 

With additional amenities including advanced 
climate control, spacious seating, and seven 
on-site restaurants serving everything from sushi 
to ice cream, the BOK Center is well on its way to 
becoming Oklahoma’s top entertainment venue. 

—JAKE ADAMSON 

BOK Center, 200 South Denver Avenue in Tulsa. 
(918) 596-7177 or bokcenter.com. 
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Ada 

Pontotoc County Free Fair Sept 2-6, 1 700 N Broadway. 
Live music, carnival rides, and food for the festive. 
(580) 399-8661 

Altus 

Cotton Pickin’ Chili Cook-off Oct 4, Downtown Square. 
A staple food of Oklahomans, chili, will be perfected in 
this contest. (580) 482-2277 

Anadarko 

Car Show Sept 1 , Gold River Casino. Sweet rides will be 
on display for viewers to envy. (405) 247-6979 

Anadarko Autumn Festival Oct 1 1 , Randlett Park. This 
event features arts and crafts, face painting, Indian 
tacos, and live entertainment. (405) 247-6651 

Kiowa Black Leggings Society Oct 11-12, Indian City 
Anadarko. Ceremonies honoring military service will 
include presentation of colors, the war mother’s song, 
and dancing. (580) 654-2300 

Ardmore 

Charles B. Goddard Center 401 First Ave SW. Sept 15- 
Oct 31 , Jesus Moroles: Sculptures. A master’s indoor 
and outdoor art. Oct 4, Ahmad Alaadeen: American 
Jazz. The award-winning musician and composer 
performs. (580) 226-0909 

Trick-or-Treat Downtown Oct 31 , Downtown Ardmore. 

A spooktacular trick-or-treating event with free candy. 
(580) 226-6246 

Bartlesville 

Bartlesville Community Center 300 SE Adams. 

Sept 12-14, Oklahoma Indian Summer Festival. 
Highlights include authentic Indian artwork, an 
intertribal powwow, and Indian storytelling. Oct 
1 -2, A Taste of Town. Local merchants hand out 
samples of holiday food favorites. Oct 4, Bartlesville 
Symphony Orchestra. Melodious strings and brass 
serenade listeners with their soothing sounds. Oct 16, 
Fascinating Gershwin by the Janice Martin Quartet. 
This performance features the heart-rending songs of 
George and Ira Gershwin. Oct 30, Chicago. Nightclub 
singers do hard time after their lovers come to bloody 
ends. (918) 337-2787 

The Senator Wore Pantyhose Sept 1 2-21 , Theater 
Bartlesville. A comedy about an honest political 
candidate whose campaign manager smears him to 
draw attention to the race. (91 8) 336-1 900 

Tulsa Regional Fly-in Sept 1 2-1 3, Frank Phillips Field. 
One of the largest aviation sporting events in the 
United States, with planes flying in from all over the 
country. (918) 622-8400 

Bluestem Foundation Glitz Open Golf Tournament 

Sept 25, Adams Golf Course. The Bluestem Foundation 
is hosting this fundraiser to benefit the Jane Phillips 
Medical Center in Bartlesville. (918) 331-1364 

Broken Arrow 

Broken Arrow Community Playhouse 1 800 South Main. 
Sept 5-6, 11-14, Same Time Next Year. This Bernard 
Slade play tells of a lifelong love rendezvous. Oct 24- 
25, 30, Dracula: The Musical. A humorous rendition of 
Bram Stoker’s classic vampire tale. (91 8) 258-0077 

Night Out Against Crime With Fun and Games on Main 
Oct 25, Downtown Broken Arrow. Free activities, food, 
safety, and crime prevention information take a bite out 
of crime. (918) 259-6512 


Bushyhead 

Clem McSpadden’s Labor Day 101 Team Roping 

Sept 1 -2. McSpadden Ranch. Cowboys show what 
they do best. (918) 789-3234 

Checotah 

Battle of Honey Spring Civil War Reenactment Sept 
26-28, Honey Springs Battlefield north of Checotah. 
History comes to life as local actors relive the Civil 
War. (91 8) 473-2070 

Hay Maze Oct 3-4, 10-11,1 7-1 8, 24-25 & 31 Lake 
Eufaula State Park. Twisting turns are chilling in this 
haunted maze. (91 8) 689-4607 

Chamber Halloween Celebration Oct 31 , Downtown 
Checotah. A classic haunted house makes for spine- 
tingling fun, along with candy from local merchants. 
(918) 473-2070 

Chickasha 

Grady County Fairgrounds 500 E Choctaw. Oct 4-5, 
Oklahoma Amateur Quarter Horse Show. Youths 
show off their skills while competing against their 
peers. Oct 1 1 -1 2, Oklahoma High School Rodeo. 
These teenagers know how to put on a show. Oct 
1 6-1 8, Antique Auto Club Swap Meet. They might 
not get the best gas mileage, but these old cars 
are cool. Oct 25, Firefighters Open Classic Car 
Show and Chili Cook-off. Hot cars and spicy chili 
will get things burning. Oct 25, Sooner Pony Show. 
The Ponies of America Club showcases a variety of 
breeds. (405) 224-2031 

The Maize Sept 1 2-0ct 31 , Reding Farm. A spooky, 
winding cornfield maze. (405) 779-6643 

Elvis Tribute Concert Sept 13, Chickasha High 
School Fine Arts Theater. Kraig Parker, a Las 
Vegas entertainer, croons the King’s favorites. 
(405) 243-7252 

Neewollah Festival Oct 31 , Downtown. Downtown 
trick-or-treating complete with a costume contest 
and spookhouse. (405) 224-0787 

Claremore 

Dickens of a Ride Bike Rally Oct 4, Claremore Main 
Street. Wheels will be turning as cyclists attempt to 
conquer the rolling plains. (91 8) 341 -5881 

Will Rogers Days Oct 31 , Will Rogers Memorial. A 
parade and banquet honor the Oklahoman who 
never met a man he didn’t like. (91 8) 341 -071 9 

Cleveland 

Pioneer Day Sept 20. Parades, contests, shopping, and 
dancing in the street make this a great day to be a 
pioneer. (91 8) 358-21 31 

Dewey 

Dewey Western Heritage Weekend Sept 20-21 , 
Downtown Dewey. Celebrating a century of the 
Dewey Roundup with a Wild West Show, parade, and 
more. (918) 336-8708 

Edmond 

The Great Outdoors Sept 2-0ct 1 8, Edmond Historical 
Society & Museum. An exhibition of Oklahoma’s 
history of hunting, fishing, and gaming throughout 
the decades. (405) 340-0078 

Farmers Market Sept 3, 6, 1 0, 1 3, 1 7, 20, 24, 27. 
Festival Market Place. The last flavors of summer. 
(405) 359-4630 


UnconQuered 


Allan Houser and the Legacy of One Apache .Family 

Opens October 24 t 2003 
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www .ok history c e n ter. org 
NE 23rd St. East of the Capitol - 405.522.0765 



WWW. LOGOSNTEES.COM 


Screenprinting 


• Embroidery 


• Promotional Rro.( 




OKC/Metrh 

Rob Holley 



' 


Ph:405. 249. 9767 
robh@logosntees.com 

State Wide 

Toll Free: 888.808.5646 
sales@ logosntees. com 
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MCCURTAIN COUNTY 





Beavers 


27 Cabins in 5 Distinct 
Areas Near Beavers 
Bend Resort Park & 
Broken Bow Lake 


Bend 


580/494-6116 • www.BeaversBendGetaways.com 
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Demonstrations! 

Folk Musicians! 


November 7-9 
2008 


(580) 494-6497 
fhc@beaversbend.com 
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Your table is waiting. 

Casual Dining Atmosphere 
Appetizers • Salads 
Steaks • Seafood 
Live Music 

Abendigo’s 

GRILL (Q PATIO 

Hwy. 259 at Stephen’s Gap Road in Hochatown, OK 
(580) 494-7222 


o 


David Sacks Real Estate 



(580)494-6216 


| WWW.SACKSTEAM.COM | BROKEN BOW, OK 

O 
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Wheelock Academy 

EXPLORE THE CHOCTAW HERITAGE J 

, * * * ■ I ■ a | , 

Wheelock Academy is a unique symbol of almost two 
centuries of the Choctaw Nation s commitment to 
education. You can visit this revered symbol of the Choctaw 
Nation and learn about the history of the school, a National 
Historic Landmark. 

Group tours available on request 
Gift Shop & Museum Open 9 to 4 Mon.- Fri. 


(580) 746-2139 • wheelock@valliant.net 


Southeastern Oklahoma's Paradise 

MCCURTAINCOUNTYGETAWAYS.COM 
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SERENE 


Beavers Bend Creative Escapes 

(580)306-2265 I www.ceyasoon.com 
Luxury cabin rentals starting at $250/night 

SUMPTUOUS 


Museum.^ 
Red River 


Celebrating the artistic 
heritage of Native Americans 

Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sunday 1 p.m.-5 p.m. 

(580) 286-3616 
www.museumoftheredriver.org 


Girls Gone Wine 

(580) 306-WINE I thegirlsgonewine.com 
Tasting room and gift shop. Make your own wine. 


Lago Vista Bed & Breakfast 

(580)494-7378 I lagovistabedandbreakfast.com 
Pristine views of Broken Bow Lake. Five star amenities. 


Autumn Escape 

Enjoy the beauty of fall 
in an exquisitely 
decorated luxury cabin 

Hot Tubs • Fireplaces 
King Beds • Luxury Linens 
Pre-Stocked Cabins 
In-Cabin Spa Services 
Guided Trout Fishing 
Pet-Friendly Cabins 

JUreniures 


www.beaversbendadventures.com 


(214) 789-5322 


HOCHATOWN COUNTRY 
LODGE 

• Spacious Rooms wth N5L 

many ammenities. 

• Choice of 2 Queen Beds or / % v 
King Bed & J acuzzi. 

• Pool & Continental Breakfast 

• All Riverbend Attractions 
within 7 Miles. 


Phone 580 - 494-6099 
Visit www.hochatownlodge.com 


Hwy 70, South Bypass at 
HWY259 in Idabel, OK 


Southeastern Oklahoma's Paradise 

MCCURTAINCOUNTYGETAWAYS.COM 








Fully Stocked Showroom 
Group Fishing Trip Arrangements 
Complete Fly Fishing 6 Expert 
Instructional Advice 
Beginner 6 Advanced Fly Fishing 
Classes for All Ages 

This Fall: Entomology Class 

Broken Bow, OK 

( 580 ) 494-6115 

www.threeriversflyshop.com 


Unwind in a private forest utopia at the 
water's edge. The lavish interiors of River's 
Bend pamper guests with the refinement 
of a chic resort, while the unspoiled charms 
of nature beckon just outside the door. 


ivers 


Luxury Vacation Rentals 
on the Glover River 


Double Jacuzzis Cozy Fireplaces Fishing Hiking 
Mountain Bikes and Canoes included FREE 

www.RiversEdgeCottases.com • (580) 244-729( 

Located on Hwy. 4 east of SmtthviUe 38 miles north of Broken Bow 




Clean, Comfortable Si Close 
to all activites! . 


Visit our website: 
brokenbowlakecabins.com 


Watch the game, 
relax in the woods , 


*Fu 1 1 Amenities 
Hot Tubs * BBG Grill 


www.cabinsinbrokenbow.com orcallWenda 580-212-3555 ’ 


RESERVATIONS (580) 584-2233 • WWW.RIVERSBENDRESORT.COM 


Motor Lodge 


302 North Park Dr. 
Broken Bow, OK 
(580) 584-3303 


Me 


WWW.CHARLESWESLEYMOTORLODGE.COM 
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Southeastern Oklahoma's paradise 

MCCU RTAI NCOUNTYO ETAWAYS.COM 








Events 


"I think Bigfoot is blurry; that's the problem. There's a large, out-of-focus monster roaming the countryside." —Mitch Hedberg 


Family Fun Night Sept 13, KickingBird Golf Club. Families 
can perfect their golf swings together. Reservations 
required. (405) 341 -5350 

Boys Ranch Town Rodeo Sept 20, Boys Ranch Town. The 
boys and broncs kick up the dirt. (405) 341 -3606 

Classics in the Park Route 66 Car Show & Craft Fair 

Sept 20, Hater Park. About 200 vehicles will rev their 
motors as vendors hawk their wares. (405) 341 -3554 

Edmond Living History Social Sept 21 , Stephenson Park. 
Senior citizens’ contributions are recognized with an 
ice cream social and an old-fashioned cake walk. (405) 
340-0078 

Trick-or-Treat on the Street Oct 31 , Downtown Edmond. 
Candy abounds as ghouls and ghosts hit downtown 
streets in search of sweet treats from local merchants. 
(405) 249-9391 

El Reno 

Smoke on the Water Drag Boat Races Sept 6-7, Fort 
Cobb Lake, Eagle Nest Cove Area 5. Water races thrill 
speed enthusiasts. (405) 262-7758 

Tombstone Tales Sept 25-27, Fort Reno. Historic 
reenactors portray individuals interred at the Fort Reno 
Post cemetery. (405) 262-3987 

Roger Mills County Photography Exhibit Oct 6-31 , 
Redlands Community College. Josh Buss displays his 
photographs of Roger Mills County. (405) 422-1485 

Enid 

Garfield County Fair Sept 3-6, Garfield County Fairgrounds 
and Chisholm Trail Expo Center. Food and competitions 
make this event fair game. (580) 237-0238 

Cherokee Strip Days Sept 1 2-1 3, Downtown. Enid pulls 
out all the stops with coach rides, live entertainment, and 
the Cherokee Strip Parade. (580) 237-2494 


Twelve Angry Men Oct 24, 25, 31 , Gaslight Theatre. The 
1 957 classic shows the jury’s side of a murder case. 
(580) 234-2307 

Grove 

Harvest Moon Cruise Night Oct 1 1 , Grove Community 
Center. Awesome cars, trucks, and cycles plus live 1 950s 
and ’60s entertainment. (918) 786-9079 

Guthrie 

Pollard Theatre 1 20 W Harrison. Sept 1 -20, A Funny 
Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. This comedy 
combines 2,000-year-old comedies of Roman playwright 
Plautus with classic vaudeville. Oct 1 6-1 9, The Laramie 
Project. A drama depicts the brutal murder of a gay 
university student in Laramie, Wyoming. (405) 282-2800 

Lazy E Arena 9600 Lazy E Drive. Sept 20, Amanda 
Westermier Memorial Youth Rodeo. This rodeo 
commemorates the life of All-Around Rodeo Champion 
Amanda Jo Westermier. Oct 2-4, Longhorn World 
Championship. Dangerous animals go horn to head with 
expert cowboys. Oct 1 7-1 9, U.S. Dressage Federation 
Region 9 Finals. Horse and rider are connected in this 
beautiful competition. Oct 24-31 , USTRC Shootout Team 
Roping Championships. Ropes and lassos fly during this 
roping competition. (405) 282-7433 

Apples & Quilts Festival Sept 1 9-20, Downtown. About 
twenty-five stores team up to display their quilts and host 
a street fair. (405) 282-1 272 

Oklahoma International Bluegrass Festival Oct 2-4, 
Cottonwood Flats. With bands coming from as far away 
as Ireland, you know this is going to be a foot-stomping 
good time. (405) 282-4446 

Art & Wine Festival Oct 4-5, Downtown. Local artists and 
wine-tasting make this a cultured event. (405) 260-2345 


Henryetta 

Living Legends Rodeo Sept 1 , Jim Shoulders Living 
Legends Rodeo Arena at Nichols Park. The 1 5th annual 
event features performances from world-class cowboys 
and cowgirls. (91 8) 652-3331 

Dee Boone Days Oct 1 1 , Territorial Park. Western clothes, 
gear, and saddle makers recall the early days of the 
state. (91 8) 652-3331 

Hobart 

Pumpkin Palooza Oct 4, Courthouse Square. A smashing 
good time with games like pumpkin stacking, pumpkin 
decorating, and pumpkin chunkin’ using air cannons. 
(580) 726-2553 

Honobia 

Honobia Bigfoot Fall Festival and Sasquatch 

Conference Oct 3-4, Kiamichi Mountains. The search 
for Bigfoot continues as four-wheelers race across the 
mountains in search of the elusive man-animal. (918) 
567-3434 

Jenks 

River Walk Amphitheater 300 Riverwalk. Sept 5, Wade 
Quinton. A local country and western songwriter. Sept 6, 
Snapdragon. A Tulsa- based pop rock quartet. Sept 1 2, 
Jump Suit Love. A comedic hip-hop/dance cover band. 
Sept 1 3, Dan Crossland. A soul-singing solo artist. Sept 
1 9, The Red Alert. Formerly a White Stripes tribute band. 
Sept 20, Witchhood Revival. Sept 26, David Dover. A 
blues/rock guitar slinger. Oct 4, Wine Tasting. Oct 1 0, 
Surprise Season Finale and Cancun Trip Giveaway. Oct 
24-25, BBQ & Blues Festival. (91 8) 296-71 21 

Oklahoma Aquarium 300 Aquarium Drive. Oct 1 7-1 8, 
Pirates & Pajamas. It’s a sleepover at the Oklahoma 


FREE AIRPORT PARKING! 


> 

' FAi 


FASTRACK 

AIRPORT PARKING 


3901 South Meridian, Oklahoma City, OK 73119 Ph: 405.681.9773 


LOW RATES! 


SELF PARK UNCOVERED 


CODE KTM1 

Must present coupon to cashier upon exit. Cannot be 
combined with any other offers. Does not include 
8.375% tax and one-time $1 per stay fuel surcharge. 
Expires 12/15/08 



Shuttles every 5 to 7 minutes 

GUARANTEED 

or youpark FREE! 


DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICE! 

Our shuttles pick you up and drop you off AT 
YOUR CAR DOOR! Just minutes to all terminals! 


see tot for details 


FREE DAY! 

1 DAY FREE 

When you upgrade to 

VALET PARKING 

Minimum 3 day stay 

UNCOVERED PARKING ONLY. 

Must present coupon to cashier upon exit. Cannot be 
combined with any other offers. Does not include 
8.375% tax and one-time $1 per stay fuel surcharge. 
Expires 12/15/08 


Try our car wash service! 15% Military Discount at our facility 


www.fasttrack.com 
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Events 


"Never saw my hometown until I stayed away too long. Never heard the melody until I needed the song." — Tom Waits 



The TOWN AND COUNTRY art exhibit, on display through October 9 at the Invited Artists Gallery in 
Oklahoma City’s Underground, illustrates the duality of life in Oklahoma City. Four artists showcase 
works representing the urban environment of Oklahoma City, while another four artists depict the 
outlying rural settings. The exhibit is free and open to the public. Above: Folk Devil by Cassie Stover 


Aquarium as sharks swim overhead. Oct 24, 25, 
29-31 , HallowMarine. The aquarium gets spooky 
with carnival games, a trick-or-treat trail, and a 
haunted sunken ship. (91 8) 528-1 508 
Art on Main Oct 1 1 , Main Street. More than 9,000 
people gather along Main Street to experience more 
than one hundred of Oklahoma’s most talented 
artists and winemakers. (91 8) 299-5005 

Lawton 

Wichita Mountain Wildlife Refuge Intersection of 
U.S. 1 1 5 and U.S. 49. Oct 4-5, Spirit of Survival 
Marathon. Running through the scenic Wichita 
Mountains. Oct 24-25, Stars Over the Wichitas. 

An amateur astronomer will help locate major 
constellations and other heavenly bodies. (580) 
429-3222 

Lawton Philharmonic Orchestra Audience’s 
Favorites Sept 20, McMahon Auditorium. The 
orchestra gets the crowd going with favorites by 
Rodgers and Hammerstein. (580) 531 -5043 
Gun Show Sept 27-28, Great Plains Coliseum. Tons of 
guns and ammo. (91 8) 371 -881 6 

McAlester 

Old Town Festival and Car Show Sept 27, Old Town 
Historic District. Mock fights and bank robberies 
amid carnivals, food, and live entertainment. (918) 
424-2246 

Miami 

Brooks and Dunn October 1 8, Buffalo Run Casino. 

The country and western superstars perform live. 
(918) 542-7140 

Muskogee 

Muskogee CountyFall Free Fair Sept 5-6, Muskogee 
Fairgrounds. Free games team up with food and 
entertainment for a good time. (91 8) 686-7200 
Fin & Feather Fall Arts & Crafts Festival Sept 26- 
28, Fin & Feather Resort. One of the largest arts and 
crafts shows in the region. (918) 487-5148 
Haunted Castle Halloween Festival Oct 3-4, 10-11, 

1 7-1 8, 23-25, 30-31 , The Castle of Muskogee. 

A haunted theme park has nine different regions 
ranging from the totally frightening to the non-scary. 
(918) 687-3625 

Muskogee Farmers Market Fall Harvest Festival 

Oct 4, Market Square. Visitors will find fresh 
produce, plants, and baked goods. (91 8) 686-6939 
Outlaw Motor Speedway’s 5th Outlaw Thriller 

Oct 10-11,8 Miles south of Muskogee on U.S. 

69. Some of the top racers in the nation will be 
speeding around the track. (91 8) 687-9200 
Ghost Tour Oct 24-25, Three Rivers Museum. A tour 
guide will recount the stories behind the various 
ghosts and hauntings in Muskogee. (91 8) 686- 
6624 

Newkirk 

Charlie Adams Day Sept 1 3, Courthouse Lawn. A 
local heritage festival with gunfighters and live 
music. (580) 362-2377 

Norman 

Gallery Show Sept 1 9-0ct 31 , Norman Firehouse Art 
Center. Birthe Flexner’s dynamic pottery and Richard 
McKown’s original paintings. (405) 329-4523 
Ceramics Auction Sept 20, Sarkey’s Foundation. 

Live and silent auctions of local artwork with live 
entertainment. (405) 329-4523 
Hatching the Past: The Great Dinosaur Egg Hunt 
Oct 11-31, Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of 
Natural History. It’s not Jurassic Park, but this 
hands-on display of dinosaur eggs, nests, and 
embryos comes close. (405) 325-4712 


Oklahoma City 

Civic Center Music Hall 201 N Walker. Oct 3, Dancing 
Queen. A glittering production of ABBA’S hits. Oct 25- 
26, Carousel. Shirley Jones, Patrick Cassidy, and Miss 
America 2007 Lauren Nelson star in this production of 
the Rodgers and Hammerstein Broadway classic. (405) 
297-2584 

Ford Center 1 00 West Reno. Sept 7, Disney Live! Winnie 
the Pooh. Pooh is coming, and he’s bringing all of his 
friends from the Hundred-Acre Wood. Sept 1 6 , Santana. 
This superstar is known for experimenting with sounds. 
Oct 5, Music Builds Tour. Third Day and Switchfoot join 
Jars of Clay to benefit Habitat for Humanity. Oct 1 9, Neil 
Diamond. A world-famous crooner sings his classics. 
(405) 602-8700 

JRB Art at the Elms 281 0 North Walker. Sept 5-27, 
PhotoFest. Artists show their best photographs. Oct 3-31 , 
Matt Seikel, Denise Duong, and Patrick Riley. These 
three artists display their unique creations in a variety of 
media. (405) 528-6336 

Myriad Botanical Gardens 301 W Reno. Oct 2-4, Orchids 
in October. Sweet-smelling fall flowers are in full bloom at 
this annual event. Oct 25, Creepy Conservatory. Hands- 
on encounters with creepy-crawly things will be balanced 
by monster-free activities for those who can’t take the 
scares. (405) 297-3995 

National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 1 700 NE 

63rd. Sept 1 -7, Prixde West Invitational Art Exhibition 
and Sale. More than 300 paintings and sculptures by 
the finest contemporary western artists in the nation. Oct 
11-31, Craft in America. The history of arts and crafts 
in America. Oct 25-26, Rodeo Weekend. Cowboys are 
inducted into the Rodeo Hall of Fame. (405) 478-2250 

State Fair Park 1-44 & NW 1 0th. Oct 3-4, Design Avenue: 
Home Design Show. Innovative home design ideas 
are on display. October 4-5, Buchanan’s Antiques & 
Collectibles Market. Offering a large selection of antique 
furniture, clothing, and memorabilia. October 4-5, OKC 
Gun Show. Guns and ammo are on display for sale or 
trade. Oct 4-1 1 , Grand National & World Morgan Horse 
Show. Skilled horse trainers will showcase one of the 
earliest breeds of horse. Oct 9-1 2, Fall RVShow & 
Closeout Sale. RV enthusiasts can examine hundreds of 


models at this free show. Oct 10-11, 23-25, Speedway 
Auto Races. Both sprint and stock cars will zip around 
the track. Oct 1 1 , Computer Show OK. Computer parts 
and accessories are sold at wholesale prices. Oct 11-12, 
Gun, Knife & Outdoor Equipment Show. Features a 
wide variety of outdoor sporting equipment. Oct 1 6-20, 
Mistletoe Market Arts & Crafts. Holiday items are on 
sale in a festive setting. Oct 1 8-1 9, Woodcarving & 
Sculpting Show & Sale. Members of the Oklahoma City 
Woodcarvers Club display their handiwork. Oct 24-26, An 
Affair of the Heart. Craft show featuring collectibles and 
gift items from vendors across the country. Oct 25-31 , US 
Team Roping Championships. Roping teams compete for 
a national title. (405) 948-6704 

Annie Get Your Gun Sept 1 -1 4, Jewel Box Theatre. Annie 
Oakley hits the stage in a musical for all ages. (405) 
521-1786 

Roman Art from the Louvre Sept 1 -Oct 1 2, Oklahoma 
City Museum of Art. This art is ancient, dating from the 
early first century B.C. to the sixth century A.D. (405) 
236-3100 

Septemberfest Sept 6, Oklahoma History Center. First Lady 
Kim Henry hosts this festival with everything from Mexican 
dancers to live history programs. (405) 522-5248 

W. Richard West Honoring Gala Sept 20, Skirvin Hilton Hotel. 
The Jacobson Foundation honors W. Richard West Jr., 
founding director emeritus of the Smithsonian Institution’s 
National Museum of the American Indian. (405) 366-1667 

The 2008 Plaza District Festival Sept 27, NW 1 6th between 
Indiana and Blackwelder. Hip-hop to tap dancing will 
entertain as art lines the streets. (405) 642-031 8 

The Three Wives of Harry Simpson Oct 2-26, Jewel Box 
Theatre. Harry gets sued by three of his exes. (405) 521 - 
1786 

The Rocky Horror Show Oct 9-31 , Lyric Theatre. Dancing 
the Time Warp never goes out of style. (405) 524-931 2 

Heritage Hills Historic Homes and Gardens Tour Oct 

25-26, Heritage Hills District. Beautiful homes on public 
display along Hudson Avenue in Oklahoma City’s most 
historic neighborhood. (405) 205-9863 

Haunt the Zoo for Halloween Oct 26-31 , Oklahoma City 
Zoo. Costumed kids will roam a trick-or-treat trail in the 
zoo. (405) 424-3344 
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Central Oklahoma's Frontier Country 


TATANKA \\ RANCH 

2nd Annual 
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Wine, Cheese & Polo Festival 

October 25th 11am - 6pm 

Indulge in the variety of the Lincoln County 
Wineries 

Enjoy the majestic beauty of the OSU polo 
club’s exhibition 

Experience a wide range of Oklahoma fare 
Live Music, Artisans, Unique Merchants and 
Oklahoma Cheese Vendors 


Advanced ticket sales at select IBC Banks 


For more info, go to www.thetatankaranch.com 


There s only 1 Norman 
We’ll show you why... 
come see us. 


OKI HOMA G FTt 


OKLAHOMA BOOKSTORE 
FRANHOMA POTTERY 
FLAMING LIPS MERCHANDISE 
APPAREL-SOUVENIRS 
MUSIC-ART-FILMS 
HISTORIC OKLAHOMA PHOTOS 


Visit our historic land run property nestled deep in the 
heart of GKC. Take a guided tour of Mu Hams Victorian 
mansion, beautifully landscaped gardens, historic one- 
room school house and 1900s dairy barn. To schedule a 
tour call (405) 235-4058 or visit www.harnhomestead.com- 


Brichtown-115 E. California 
Canal Level-Just below Hooters 
Oklahoma City, OH 73104 
40S.4I5.C779 pb. 
www.reddirtemporium.com 


visitnorman.co 

1 . 800 . 767.7260 


1721 N. Lincoln Blvd^Oklahoma City 
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Stake Your Claim! 

800-FUN-OKLA 
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WWW.OKTOURISM.COM 


WWW.TRAVELOK.COM 






OKLAHOMAAGRITOURISM.COM 



500 + Farm & Ranch Attractions, Vacations & Events! 


OKLAHOMA 

flAfRICir 

1.800.652.6552 | TRAVELOK.COM 

OKLAHOMATOURISM AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT | OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND FORESTRY 



OKLAHOMA!^ 

AGRITOURISM 




OUR FIELD OF DREAMS 
RANCH 


PARKHURST PUMPKIN 
PATCH 


WOODBINE FARMS 
PUMPKIN PATCH 


Located on 65 rolling acres in Central 
Oklahoma, just minutes south of 1-40 
and 40 minutes east of Oklahoma City, 
Our Field of Dreams has been raising a 
variety of alpacas for almost fifteen years. 

See how a real alpaca ranch operates and 
meet some of nature's most adorable 
domesticated creatures. Visit the 
showroom where home-spun alpaca 
fleece is available for purchase. 

Our ‘Tiett of Dreams 

For appointment and directions: 
405-273-9234 | Cell: 405-202-9967 
alpacagal@aol.com | www. 
ourfieldofdreamsalpacas.com 


Come pick your own pumpkin from our 
home-grown patch, ride in a hay wagon 
or get lost in our 5-acre cornfield maze. 
There's also a petting zoo, pony rides, and 
our Garden Shed Shop, full of homespun 
goodies and handmade gift items. 


OpenThurs.-Sat. 

10 a.m. to Dusk, 
Sun.1 p.m.toDusk, 
Mon. -Wed. 
by appointment 







720 Henney Road | Arcadia, OK 
405-396-0909 | parkhurstpumpkinpatch.com 


Hunt down the perfect pumpkin this season! 
Big groups, small groups, birthday parties, 
family gatherings, big families, small 
families or just yourself; Woodbine Farms has 
activities for everyone. Feed the animals, go 
on a hayride, explore the ropes maze, and 
much more! $5 Admission. Open October 
1-30, M-F 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sa 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Su 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. Call about our 
group rates! 



.Woodbine 

Farms 


Exit 33 off of 1-35 1 Ardmore, OK 
(580) 226-4052 | woodbinefarms.net 





Events 


Pawhuska 

Osage County Free Fair Sept 4-6, Fairgrounds. This 
county fair includes a 4-H livestock show, fair 
exhibits, and a flea market. (91 8) 287-41 70 

Celebration of Biker Days in the Osage Sept 19-21 , 
Fairgrounds. A motorcycle show and party including 
games and live music will have engines revving. 
(918) 287-1208 

High Frontier 5 Rocket Launch Oct 25-26, Municipal 
Airport. Rocket blasts followed by stargazing. (918) 
287-1208 

Ponca City 

Doug Talley Sept 9, Poncan Theatre. A jazz quartet 
gets the audience swinging. (580) 765-0943 

The Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker Sept 18-21 , 
Ponca Playhouse. Mr. Pennypacker has two jobs 
and two families and a total of seventeen children. 
Chaos ensues. (580) 765-5360 

Fine Arts Festival Sept 20-21 , Ponca City Arts Center. 
Masterpieces from internationally recognized artists 
please the eye. (580) 765-9746 

Cherokee Strip Barbecue and Chili Cook-off Sept 
20, Lake Ponca Park. A fun-filled food test that 
benefits Hospice of North-Central Oklahoma. (580) 
762-9102 

Standing Bear Powwow Sept 26-27, Standing Bear 
Native American Memorial Park. Gourd dancing, a 
traditional meal, intertribal dancing, and more. (580) 
762-1514 

Ponca City Garden Council 100th Birthday 
Celebration Sept 30, L.A. Cann Garden. The 
Garden Council celebrates a century with a giant 
birthday cake, music, tours, and storytelling. (580) 
762-1208 

Octavia 

J-D Fall Mountain Trail Ride Oct 1 0-1 2, J-D Ranch. 
Horse lovers have free rein as campers delve into 
nature. (580) 244-7261 

Sand Springs 

KRMG Great Sana Springs Downhill Soapbox 
Derby Race Oct 1 1 , Downtown. This soapbox derby 
raises money for children with mental and physical 
disabilities. (918) 693-1484 

Sapulpa 

Concert on the Corner Sept 25, Martha’s Corner. 
Listeners will enjoy live music at an outdoor venue. 
(918) 224-5709 

Central Tech Chili Cook-off Oct 3, Courthouse 
Gazebo. Chefs go head to head to see who has the 
best chili. (918) 224-5709 

First Trout Stocking & Media Day Oct 29, Pretty 
Water Lake. Fish are released into the lake for 
fishing fun. (918) 224-5770 

Trick-or-Treat Downtown Oct 31 , Dewey Street. 

Open bags, insert candy. Trick-or-treating with local 
merchants never gets old. (918) 224-5709 

Sayre 

Route 66 Hoot & Scoot Sept 27, Main Street. A full 
day of events beginning with a Route 66 Fun Run 
and a motorcycle rodeo. (580) 928-2514 

Western Oklahoma Youth Outdoor Expo Oct 1 1 , 

Sayre City Park. Youths can participate in fly fishing, 
archery, and trap shooting. (580) 928-3386 

Shawnee 

Pottawatomie County Free Fair Sept 3-7, 

Shawnee Expo. Free and fun, this fair has games, 
entertainment, and lots of food. (405) 275-7020 

Quilt Festival Sept 5-6, America’s Best Value Inn. 
More than 200 quilts will be on display. (405) 
273-9585 
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Taylor of MtdLnwd, Texas, overall youth winder at 
the zoof Expo, poses with her chatwpim mustang Calra. 

Sept. 18-21 Oct. 9-12 

Fort Worth, Texas Ardmore, Oklahoma 

Will Rogers Equestrian Center Hardy Murphy Coliseum 

Extreme Mustang Makeover Annual Wild Horse & Burro Expo 

Hundreds of trained adult and Horse Show - Adoption - 

yearling horses available Entertainment - Shopping 


Regular adoptions held in Pauls Valley and Helena, Oklahoma. 
Call toll-free for schedules and more information. 


866-4MUSTANGS 

wiIdhorseandburro.blm.gov 


US. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 
Wild Horse and Burro Program 
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Events 




The Jacobson 
Foundation 
Honoring Gala 


www.jacobsonhouse.com 


M* xEESEEImmSl 


Founding Director 
Emeritus of the 
Smithsonian's 
National Museum of 
the American Indian 


Hosted by the 
Jacobson 
Foundation 
at the 


6 p.m., Saturday 
September 20, 2008 


Tickets are $150 

($100 tax-deductible) 


Contact: 

Russ Tall Chief 

405.366.1667 


e-mail: russtallchief@aol.com 


Skirvin 


Hilton Hotel 
Oklahoma City 


Oklahoma Haiku 

Oklahoma dirt: 

We love it, even red grit 
Between our teeth 

Oklahoma wind: 

The Almighty teaches us 
How to keep breathing 

Oklahoma lake: 

Blue heron waits on one leg 
For my camera 

— Sandra Soli 

Sandra Soli won a 2008 Oklahoma Book Award 
for her most recent collection of poems, What 
Trees Know. She lives in Oklahoma City. 


Southern Winds Film Festival Sept 11-14, 

Downtown. This festival celebrates Oklahoma’s 
independent film industry. (405) 213-1959 

Bison Bicycle Classic and Cavalier 5K Road Race 

Sept 27-28, St. Gregory’s University. Challenges 
include a 5K foot race and 1 0, 25 and 50-mile bike 
tours. (405) 878-2305 

Santa Fest Sept 30, Woodland Park. Christmas comes 
early as Santa Fest helps raise money for the less 
fortunate. (405) 878-1803 

Christian Cowboy Gathering Oct 11-12, Shawnee 
Expo Center. Two days of Christian cowboy music, 
cowboy poetry, and all things, well, cowboy. (405) 
203-5783 

Wrangler Heartland Tour Barrel Racing Oct 24-26, 
Shawnee Expo Center. The fastest barrel racers in 
the Heart of Oklahoma dodge obstacles and put on 
a show. (405) 275-7020 

Boo on Bell Oct 25, Historic Downtown Shawnee. 
Spooks abound with a ghost walk, live 
entertainment, trick-or-treating, and carnival games 
to help take the edge off of the scariness. (405) 
275-3641 

Smithville 

A to Z Guest Ranch Fall Foliage Trail Ride Oct 30, 

64599 Ashby Road. Horses and a costume contest 
make this ride a silly one. (580) 244-3729 

Spiro 

Car and Craft Show Oct 4, Main Street. The “biggest 
little festival in eastern Oklahoma” features classic 
cars, craft booths, and live entertainment. (918) 
962-3816 

Talihina 

NASMA Trail Ride Oct 3-5, Horse Heaven Ranch. 

The North American Saddle Mule Association takes 
riders through winding trails and beautiful scenery. 
(918) 567-4200 

Fall Festival Oct 25-26, Talihina School. A car show, 
live entertainment, and great food help usher in fall. 
(918) 567-3434 

Halloween Spooktacular Oct 31 , Downtown. 

Children can dress up and get a bag full of scares 
and candy. (91 8) 567-2023 

Tulsa 

Cain’s Ballroom, 423 N Main. Sept 2, Slightly Stoopid 
With Pepper. The reggae/punk bands headline 


the Jagermeister tour. Sept 10, The Avett Brothers. 

This folksy duo has a unique, distinctive sound. Sept 
1 7, Ani DiFranco. The alternative songwriter makes a 
special live appearance. Sept 1 8 , Dark Star Orchestra. 
Musicians recreate Grateful Dead shows for Deadheads. 
Sept 1 9, Bullet for My Valentine. These rockers are a 
European sensation. Sept 25, Conor Oberst With Jenny 
Lewis. Bright Eyes frontman Conor Oberst shines with 
Jenny Lewis of Rilo Kiley. Oct 5, The Kooks. They’ve 
toured with the Rolling Stones and hit MTV, and now 
they’re in Tulsa. (918) 584-2306 

BOK Center, 200 S Denver. Sept 6, The Eagles. Legendary 
classic rockers break in Tulsa’s brand-new arena. Sept 
1 0, Poets & Pirates 2008 Tour. Kenny Chesney and 
LeAnn Rimes join forces for this fall concert. Sept 1 3, 
American Idols LIVE! Tour. Tulsa’s own David Cook 
comes home and brings a few of his friends with 
him. Sept 22, Get Motivated. Motivational speakers, 
including Zig Ziglar and Joe Montana, will give advice 
on increasing productivity. Sept 25, Rascal Flatts With 
Taylor Swift. The country pop trio and Taylor Swift, who 
held a spot at number one on the charts with her hit 
“Our Song,” take the stage. Oct 3, Jeff Dunham Spark 
of Insanity Tour. Jeff Dunham brings along his “Suitcase 
Posse” for a memorable evening of ventriloquism. 

Oct 9, 2008 World Tour of Gymnastics Superstars. 
Features past and current Olympic gymnasts. Oct 1 4, 

So You Think You Can Dance Tour 2008. The top ten 
performers from the hit Fox TV show. Oct 1 7-1 9, Over 
the Top Circus. Ringling Bros. Barnum and Bailey 
bring a wacky and whimsical circus to town. Oct 21 , 

Neil Diamond. The 2008 tour will feature his greatest 
hits and never-before-performed live songs from his 
new album. Oct 25, Tulsa Oilers vs. Oklahoma City 
Blazers. Ice hockey season’s opening night. Oct 29, 
Carrie Underwood. Checotah’s most famous citizen 
makes a stop in Tulsa to perform some of her hits. (91 8) 
596-7177 

Expo Square, 41 45 E 21 st. Sept 4-1 3, American 
Miniature Horse Registry Nationals. Great things like 
these horses come in small packages. Sept 5-7, Tulsa 
House Beautiful. The latest products for decorating, 
remodeling, and landscaping are on display. Sept 6-7, 
Super Shows Gun and Knife Show. A chance to visit 
the top gun, knife, and ammo vendors from Tulsa and 
Oklahoma City under one roof. Sept 1 3, India Utsav 
2008. East India is on display as this festival brings out 
the dance, music, and cuisine of India. (91 8) 744-1 1 1 3 

Roaring ’20s: Prosperity & Peril in the Oil Capital of 
the World Sept 1 -Oct 31 , Tulsa Historical Society. Oil 
is Oklahoma’s lifeblood, and Tulsa shows the ups and 
down of the business with artifacts and photographs of 
the changes in the Tulsa industry. (91 8) 71 2-9484 

The Drunkard and the Olio Sept 5, 1 2, 1 9, 26, Tulsa 
Spotlight Theater. The longest-running play in America 
lets guests boo the villain and applaud the hero. (91 8) 
587-5030 

River Parks Run Sept 6, 21 00 S Jackson. In this race, 
runners have an opportunity to sweat, burn some 
calories, and help preserve the beauty of Tulsa. (918) 
596-2001 

Oklahoma Scottish Festival Sept 12-14, River West 
Festival Grounds. Scottish games include stone- 
throwing, weight tossing, hammer throwing, and caber 
turning. (91 8) 560-0229 

Shalomfest Sept 1 4, Temple Israel. A celebration of Jewish 
heritage featuring food, music, and art. (918) 747-1309 

Brookside Block Party Sept 16, Brookside. Revelers mix 
and mingle on the streets of Brookside with music, food, 
and friends. (91 8) 560-0229 

Third Tuesday Jazz Sept 16, Gilcrease Museum. Local 
legends Mike Leland and Jason Oxfori present soulful 
tunes. (91 8) 596-2758 

Greek Holiday Festival Sept 18-20, Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church. Tulsa’s oldest ethnic festival has 
authentic Greek food and pastries, music, and dancing. 
(918) 583-2082 
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Evening of Wine and Roses Sept 26, Tulsa Garden 
Center. A romantic setting with wine and flowers. 
(918) 746-5125 

In a Different Light: Genesis in the Art of Samuel 

Bak Sept 21 -Oct 31 , Sherwin Miller Museum of 
Jewish Art. Samuel Bak examines religion through 
art with themes such as creation, cruelty, and 
morality. (918) 492-1818 

Alzheimer’s Association Memory Walk Oct 4, 

ORU Campus. The nation’s largest event to raise 
awareness and funds for Alzheimer’s care, support, 
and research. (918) 481-7741 

La Boheme Oct 4, 1 0, 1 2, Tulsa PAC. Puccini’s most 
popular opera that inspired the musical Rent. (91 8) 
596-7122 

Paintings from the Reign of Victoria: The Royal 
Holloway Collection, London Oct 1 2-31 , 
Philbrook Museum of Art. England comes to Tulsa 
in the form of art in this collection assembled by 
Thomas Holloway. (918) 749-7941 

Oktoberfest Oct 1 6-1 9, River West Festival Park. USA 
Today named Tulsa’s Oktoberfest one of the top ten 
worldwide for its live music, food, and yes, beer. 
(918) 744-9700 

U.S. Arabian and Half-Arabian Championship 
Horse Show Oct 1 7-25, Expo Square. See the 
beauty and grace of some of the world’s finest 
horses as amateur and professional riders compete. 
(918) 744-1113 

Bonsai Master Workshop Oct 1 8-1 9, Tulsa Garden 
Center. This workshop is a chance to learn how 
to perfect the art of shaping bonsai trees. (91 8) 
746-5125 

BooHaHa in Brookside Oct 25, Brookside. A parade 
in one of Tulsa’s most happening districts features 
bicycles, floats, and antique cars. (918) 747-9555 

Legends Oct 31 , Tulsa PAC. Performances of Black 
Tuesday, Gnawa, and Petite Mort portray different 
cultures of the world. (91 8) 749-6407 

Vinita 

World’s Largest Calf Fry Festival Sept 6. A Route 
66 Motorcycle Rally, tailgate cook-off, and the 
crowning of the Calf Fry King and Queen. (918) 
256-7133 

Weatherford 

Southwest Festival of the Arts Sept 14, Means Park. 
An outdoor show features some of the finest artists 
and craftsmen in the region. (405) 663-2692 

Wilburton 

Hickory Creek Farm Recreation Area 6971 SE 
Hulsey Prairie. Oct 5, Hickory Creek Farm Saddle 
up St. Jude Trail Ride. Horse lovers pay to ride, 
with all proceeds benefitting St. Jude Hospital. Oct 
24-26, Hickory Creek Farm Brush Arbor Camp 
Meeting. Roasted hot dogs, hay rides, and live 
music make camping fun. (918) 753-2607 


Visit oklahomatoday.com or 
travelok.com for more listings. 


Dates and times are subject to change; please confirm 
before attending any event. The Events Guide is a free 
service published on a space-available basis. To be 
considered, please mail a notice of the event that includes 
date, place, address, and both a contact telephone number 
and a phone number that can be published. Notices must 
arrive at Oklahoma Today at least three calendar months 
prior to publication (i.e., January/February 2009 events 
must arrive by October 1 ). Events Guide, Oklahoma Today, 
1 20 North Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 731 02. 
Fax: (405) 230-8650. Email: eventsguide@oklahomatoday. 
com. We cannot take listings over the telephone. 



3 

li-ily Iccfj 


2007 Best of Show Winner, Sharon Irla, 
"Cherokee Beauty" 


Premier Intertribal American Indian Art Show 

American Indian paintings, beadwork, jewelry, 
baskets, sculptures and much, much more! 

Art Tour of Tulsa • Family Art Studio • Cultural Performances 

Green Country. 

Marketing Association* 

“is 

GreenCountryOK.com 

CherokeeArtMarket.com 

Cherokee Casino Resort • 1-44 Exit 240A • Tulsa, OK 74015 
(800) 760-6700 • CherokeeCasino.com 
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A Unique History. An Extraordinary Future. 

Thanks to all of the Oklahoma Centennial sponsors for a 

TRULY MEMORABLE CELEBRATION. 
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■ ■ The March of a Thousand Flaming 
Skeletons is a symbolic procession glorifying 
the beauty of death and the boundless flame 
of love and life.” — the Flaming Lips 


SKELETON CREW 

The Ghouls Gone 
Wild parade exposes J 
Oklahoma City's f 
mischievous side. PAGE 170^ 


Flaming Lips bassist Michael 
Ivins leads the March of a 
Thousand Flaming Skeletons 
through downtown Oklahoma 
City at last year’s inaugural 
Ghouls Gone Wild parade. 
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‘Home of the 

MU1ME CHEEfffillRCER 

OKLAHOMA CITY 


4723 N. May Ave., (405)943-7666 

EDMOND, OK 

216 S. Santa Fe Dr., (405) 844-7667 



Dine In ♦ Carry Out ♦ Catering 

(405) 525-8111 

712 Culbertson Drive • Oklahoma City 

(2 blocks East of Lincoln Blvd. between the 
State Capitol and OU Medical Center) 



By Stephanie Gregory, Kristin Hale, and Kassy Nicholson 

Eat Your 
Heart Out 

Oklahoma City has a vast array of restaurants 
to gratify every last culinary craving. 


Bandolero $$ 

Bandolero, which means "bandit” in Spanish, is rebellious 
when it comes to creating new food. Known for customizing 
dishes to customers’ desires, the restaurant’s menu staples 
include fish and shrimp with cream sauce and strawberry- 
covered sopaipillas. 5714 South Shields Boulevard. (405) 
601-0422. 


Bella Vista $$ 

It’s a beautiful view indeed at this family-owned Italian 
restaurant with authentic homemade cuisine. Bella Vista’s 
sauces are prepared fresh daily along with their breads and 
meatballs. You can’t go wrong when ordering the pizza, 
lasagna, or eggplant parmigiano. 5801 South Western Avenue. 
(405)631-1717. 


$ $10 OR LESS $$ $11 TO 25 $$$$26 TO $50 $$$$$50 AND UP 
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Bellini’s Ristorante & Grill $$ 

Bellini’s Ristorante & Grill opened its doors in 1990, 
serving the namesake peach cocktail. Traditional Italian and 
Mediterranean dishes, decadent desserts, and fresh seafood 
are standard Bellini’s fare. The romantic patio overlooking the 
duck pond at the Waterford Office Complex is the ideal place 
to relish honey-roasted pecan salad and pesto tortellini. 

6305 Waterford Boulevard. (405) 848-1065 orbellinis.net. 

Cheever’s Cafe $$$ 

Fine dining with a southwestern flair, Cheever’s Cafe offers 
contemporary comfort in a historic setting. Cheever’s is 
perfect for a relaxed dinner, serving down-home dishes like 
chicken-fried steak with jalapeno gravy and tortilla soup. The 
Oklahoma peach shortcake and wild huckleberry parfait will 
satisfy any sweet tooth. 2409 North Hudson Avenue. (405) 
525-7007 or cheeverscafe.com. 

Classen Grill $ 

Famous for serving fresh-squeezed orange juice for years, 
Classen Grill has long been one of Oklahoma City’s prime 
breakfast stops. The eggs Benedict with a side of cheese 
grits is a hearty counterpart to the best comfort food of 
all: pancakes. The Classen Grill also offers savory deli and 
Mexican dishes for lunch. 5124 Classen Circle. (405) 842- 
0428 or classengrill.com. 



Where the History of Western Avenue 
Comes Alive in Food & Spirits! 


VZD’s is Oklahoma City’s best live music venue and 
neighborhood bar & grill for more than 25 years! 

Our kitchen is open from 10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday. 

Bar Hours: M - Th 10:30 a.m. - Midnight 
F - Sa 10:30 a.m. - 2:00 a.m. 


Now offering catering to go! 

4200 N. Western • Oklahoma City • (405) 524-4203 • vzds.com 


The Coach House $$$$ 

Famed chef Kurt Fleischfresser is in the kitchen at the Coach 
House, which serves a continually changing seasonal menu. 
Known for his inventive dishes, Fleischfresser has been 
creating delicious treats since the Coach House opened in 
1 985. An extensive wine list and cozy atmosphere ensures 
that every meal is enjoyed to the fullest. 6437 Avondale 
Drive. (405) 842-1000 or thecoachhouseokc.com. 

Deep Fork Grill $$$ 

Deep Fork Grill produces a dining experience that satisfies 
from appetizer to dessert. A contemporary American menu 
includes house specialties like rack of lamb, cedar plank 
salmon, and duck breast. 541 8 North Western Avenue. (405) 
848-7678 or deepforkgrill.com. 

Gopuram Taste of India $ 

Indulge in an authentic Indian experience behind the doors of 
Gopuram Taste of India. Gopuram offers a variety of chutneys 
and vegetarian fare like masala dosa, a spicy crepe dish. The 
daily lunch buffet is a great way to try new flavors. Venture to 
India on Friday and Saturday nights with belly dancing, and 
don’t forget to enjoy it all while sampling the chicken tikka. 
4559 Northwest Twenty-third Street. (405) 948-7373 or 
gopuramtasteofindia. com. 

Grand House $$ 

Grand House is the perfect place for family weekends, with 
authentic Chinese dim sum every Saturday and Sunday. 

Other favorites include Mongolian beef and sweet and sour 






Fine Ales Fine Wines Espresso Bar J 


Come join us on our large outdoor 
patio or in our air conditioned gallery 
seating space. We have recently added 
new entrees and appetizers along with 
a great beer and wine list. 


2912 Paseo • 405-521-9801 • www.yoursauced.com 


"Best New York Style Pizza in the Metro” 

-State Senate Citation of Award 
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Oklahoma 


Oklahoma's favorite weekly travel show 


Saturdays at 6:30pm 


KOTV-4 Tulsa KWTV-9 Oklahoma Oily KSWO-7 Lawton 

www.travelok.com 
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chicken. Family owned since 1984, Grand House is located in 
the middle of Oklahoma City’s thriving Asian district. 2701 North 
Classen Boulevard. (405) 524-7333 or grandhouseokc.com. 

Hideaway Pizza $$ 

Oklahoma’s oldest pizzeria, Hideaway Pizza, started dishing up 
slices in Stillwater in 1957. Now with nine restaurants across the 
state, thirty-five individual toppings, and six different sauces to 
choose from, Hideaway allows even the pickiest pizza eater to be 
pie-in-the-sky happy. 661 6 North Western. (405) 840-4777 or 
hideawaypizza.com. 

Iron Starr Urban Bar-B-Q $$ 

Iron Starr is a classic neighborhood barbecue restaurant 
with a fine-dining twist. Iron Starr first delivered its savory 
smokehouse flavor to Crown Heights in September 2002. Its 
urban ambiance is a perfect accompaniment to well-prepared 
meats, corn pudding and other popular sides, and seven-layer 
chocolate cake. 3700 North Shartel Avenue. (405) 524-5925 or 
ironstarrbbq.com. 

La Baguette Bistro $$ 

In 1988, owners Alain and Michel Buthion brought a morsel of 
France to Oklahoma City with La Baguette Bistro. Traditional 
French indulgences like croque monsieur and filet bearnaise 
accompany the delicious pastries, crepes, and fluffy authentic 
Belgian waffles, all made from scratch. Don’t say au revoir until 
you’ve reveled in the three-layer chocolate mousse cake. 7408 
North May Avenue. (405) 840-3047 or labaguettebistro.com. 

Las Palomas $ 

In 1997, Miguel Ramirez introduced Mexican food with a sweet 
flavor at Las Palomas. Homemade mango, strawberry, and 
pineapple cheesecake is a fitting end to the authentic Latin 
dishes, including sopes, asada depuerco, and Miguel’s special 
poblano, corn, and Monterey jack fajitas. 2329 North Meridian 
Avenue. (405) 949-9988. 

Lido $$ 

For authentic Chinese and Vietnamese cuisine, Lido offers tasty, 
affordable Asian dishes. Owner Tai Ly opened Lido in 1991 , 
and the restaurant has been a hit ever since. Take advantage of 
Lido’s late hours over a beer and the most popular soup noodles 
in town. 251 8 North Military Avenue, #101. (405) 521-1902. 

The Metro Wine Bar & Bistro $$$ 

This year, the Metro Wine Bar & Bistro celebrates its twentieth 
anniversary of quality dining in a relaxed atmosphere. To accom- 
pany more than four hundred wine selections by the bottle, the 
bistro serves NoName Ranch strip steaks and chilled cucumber 
avocado soup. 6418 North Western Avenue. (405) 840-9463 or 
metrowinebar.com. 

Musashi’s $$$ 

Musashi’s delivers a teppanyaki (griddle cooking) experience, 
where the food is prepared before your eyes, and it has one of 
the most extensive sake lists in town. Since 2002, Mushashi’s 



has provided mouthwatering Kobe beef and an exotic 
ambiance infused with Japanese culture. 4315 North 
Western Avenue. (405) 602-5623 or musashis.com. 

Nic’s Grill $ 

The most savory homemade burgers have been squeezed 
into five hundred square feet of Nic’s Grill since 1997. 

With quality and down-home comfort, Nic Nicholas 
prepares made-to-order, hand-packed burgers along with 
fresh-shaved French fries. For breakfast, the ham and egg 
omelets are a must. 1201 North Pennsylvania Avenue. 

(405) 524-0999. 

Opus Prime Steakhouse $$$$ 

USDA Prime beef is the highest in quality, and only 2 
percent of the cuts sold attain this grade. Since it opened 
in November 2007, Opus Prime has served only Prime 
steaks: juicy, tender, and flavorful. Pair them with the 
Oscar, a combination of sauteed lump crab meat, grilled 
asparagus, and hollandaise sauce, for a perfect accompa- 
niment. The grand finale to the meal is a slice of caramel 
apple pecan pie, the restaurant’s signature dessert. Opus 
also has an extensive wine menu of more than nine 
hundred labels. 800 West Memorial Road. (405) 607-6787 
or opusprimesteakhouse. com. 

Pearl’s Fish House $ 

Since 1984, the Pearl’s Restaurant Group has been 
serving seafood that’s, according to the motto, "Always 
Fun, Fresh, and Affordable.” The newest addition to the 
lineup, Pearl’s Fish House, offers a down-home New 
Orleans-style atmosphere — more of a beer than wine 
type of place. The menu is full of Cajun favorites such 
as jambalaya and poor boy sandwiches. Guests will 
enjoy tapping their toes to the zydeco music almost as 
much as they enjoy eating the fried peaches for des- 
sert. Four additional Pearl’s restaurants, Pearl’s Oyster 
Bar, Pearl’s Lakeside, Pearl’s Crabtown, and Trappers 
Fishcamp and Grill, can be found throughout the metro 
area. 1920 South Meridian Avenue. (405) 688-9888 or 
funfresh.com. 
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Client Gifts? 

Bring us your list. 
We’ll do the rest. 



Woody Candy Company 
922 Northwest 70TH St* 
(405) 842-8903 
Oklahoma City, OK 

WWW.WOODYCANDYCOMPANY.COM 
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A Unique Marketplace 


Arts • Crafts 
Antiques 
Collectibles 


Oklahoma City Fair Park 
Oct. 24, 25, 26, 2008 


Tulsa • QuikTrip Center 

21st & Yale Avenue 

Nov. 21, 22, 23, 2008 


AJcV 0?-£U JWaJTDwW! 

Corner of Park and Harvey 
Oklahoma City 

(405) 605-5616 
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Rococo Restaurant & Fine Wine $$ 

Sixteen thousand crab cakes have been served out of Rococo’s quaint locale since the restaurant opened in 
June 2004. New England native Bruce Rinehart is both chef and owner, and he's proud to provide an East Coast 
version of an exotic international experience. 

Infused with Italian, French, and Asian influences, the menu is diverse and distinct. Don’t pass up the Long 
Island duckling or the ruby red grapefruit mojito. 

Each week is packed with events, starting with Monday night’s celebrity bartending, where a local personality 
becomes a temporary barkeep. Thursday nights are reserved for ladies night, and weekends feature live jazz. 

"It is our hope that each guest feels at home,” Rinehart says. "For me, it's one guest at a time.” 

2824 North Pennsylvania Avenue. (405) 528-2824 or rococo- restaurant, com. —Stephanie Gregory 


Queen of Sheba $$ 

Queen of Sheba is Oklahoma City’s only Ethiopian restaurant. 
The restaurant offers unique dishes, many of which are 
vegetarian-friendly, like injera bread and carrot and potato 
wat. Queen of Sheba has a full bar and live jazz on the 
weekends. 2308 North MacArthur. (405) 606-8616. 


The Red Cup $ 

For thirteen years, the Red Cup has been dishing up vegetari- 
an-friendly food and gourmet coffee to an eclectic crowd. The 
restaurant’s specialty is a vegetarian Frito pie with vegetarian 
chili, Cheddar, green onions, black olives, tomatoes, and sour 
cream. Another time-tested favorite is the grilled cheese 
sandwich with Monterey jack, onions, and sliced apples on 
wheat bread. Guests can soak up the homey yet artistic ambi- 
ance as they linger over a cup of Raspberry Decadence. 3122 
North Classen Boulevard. (405) 525-3430. 


Redrock Canyon Grill $$ 

In 1 999, Redrock Canyon Grill opened at the East Wharf on 
Lake Hefner, and its sunsets are accompanied by a bonfire 


and live music on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights. Even 
better than the view are Redrock’s rotisserie chicken, steaks, 
redskin potatoes, and bold cabernets. 9221 Lake Hefner 
Parkway. (405) 749-1995 or redrockcanyongrill.com. 


Someplace Else $ 

Baking fresh bread daily, Someplace Else has been something 
else since 1976. Family owned and operated, the deli’s most 
popular sandwich is the Italian hoagie with guacamole, cream 
cheese, and bacon. Inexpesive made-from-scratch cookies 
and cinnamon rolls are a fitting end to any visit. 2310 North 
Western Avenue. (405) 524-0887. 


Sophabella’s Chicago Grill $$ 

Since it opened in 2000, guests of Sophabella’s have enjoyed 
this slice of the Windy City, from the brick-oven pizzas to 
the big-band music. The mostly Italian fare includes steaks, 
seafood, and pastas as well as pizza. Sophabella’s brunch is 
always popular, as is their special Sunday night dessert, bread 
pudding made with homemade cinnamon rolls from that 
morning’s brunch. 7628 North May Avenue. (405) 879-0100. 


www.anaffairoftheheart.com 




Coit's 

ROOT BEER STAND 


Breakfmi CAFE 


THREE OKLAHOMA CITY LOCATIONS! 

49 th & N. Portland I 40 th & N. Penn I 24 th & S. Western 
405-946-8778 I 405-524-0655 I 405-632-6976 
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Sushi Neko $$ 

Sushi Neko is among Oklahoma City’s first sushi venues, 
known for delicately crafted sushi rolls and a relaxing urban 
atmosphere since 1997. Don’t miss the Red Canyon sushi 
roll, a shrimp tempura roll topped with spicy crawfish and 
Japanese mayo. 431 8 North Western Avenue. (405) 528- 
8862 or sushineko. com. 

Ted’s Cafe Escondido $$ 

Ted’s Cafe Escondido has been hand-making tortillas and 
salsa since its opening day in 1991 . It’s a perfect place 
to come for a fiesta and enjoy the classic steak fajitas 
and sugar-sprinkled sopaipillas. Ted’s has expanded to 
five locations in Oklahoma. 2836 Northwest Sixty-eighth 
Street. (405) 848-8337 or tedscafe.com. 

Thai House $ 

In 1 997, the Sukmanee family debuted Thai House and 
cultivated Oklahoma City’s largest Thai buffet. The casual, 
family-owned restaurant prides itself on its signature moo 
kham wan , a grilled pork delight, and homemade pad Thai 
with a sauce made from scratch. A second location is 
located at Northwest Twenty-third Street and Walker. 4548 
Northwest Twenty-third Street. (405) 946-9620. 

Tom & Jerry’s Steak & Fish Grille 

$$$ 

Owners Thomas Batista and Jerry Hency’s attention to 
detail is evident from the moment guests walk in the door. 
The warm, intimate atmosphere invites diners to get cozy, 
while the menu dazzles the palate with familiar dishes 
turned exotic. Since 2003, Tom & Jerry’s twists on the 
classics have included Truffle Fried Chicken and a Costa 
Rican Coffee Rib Eye. Ice cream lovers will find paradise in 
the Chocolate Lovers Ice Cream Terrine — three layers of 
different specialty chocolate ice creams topped with white 
and dark chocolate sauce. A glass of port finishes off a 
superb meal. 1501 Northwest Twenty-third Street. (405) 
524-9101 or tomandjerrysokc.com. 

VZD’s $ 

VZD’s has earned a legion of devoted fans since its 
opening in 1 976. Located at the site of a former Veazey 
Drug store, VZD’s offers menu staples like the famous VZD 
burger and spicy onion rings. At night, VZD’s transforms 
into a local venue for some of the most exciting live music 
shows in Oklahoma City. 4200 North Western Avenue. 
(405) 524-4203 or vzds.com. 

The Wedge $$ 

For more than a year, the Wedge has been serving 
delicious gourmet pizzas made with fresh, brick oven- 
baked dough topped with local organic produce and 
handmade meatballs. Alluring and chic, the Wedge serves 
a wide variety of specialty pizzas that leave even the 
pickiest of connoisseurs satisfied. 4709 North Western 
Avenue. (405) 602-3477 or thewedgeokc.com. 



Sit Down. 

Stay Awhile. 


Relish the famous BBQ^ steaks and seafood 
specialties that have made Freddie’s a favorite Route 
66 destination. We promise to make your day. 

NEW EXIT OFF OF TURNER TURNPIKE! 

Exit 218A, turn right at the stoplight, go down 
about 2/10 of a mile and you're at Freddie's! 




pRAIRIf 
THUNDER 
{jfrAKINQ 
| QOMPANy 


ART 
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Artisan breads & 

pastries, 

sandwiches, 


lad 


san< 


Open Monday through Saturday. Call or visit us. 

(405) dOZ-2^22 • www.prairiethunderbak 
N.W. lOth & Walker in Midtown's Plaza 


SfATIVB ROOTS 
MARKET 



Food grown, raised, or 
produced in Oklahoma 

ORGANIC • ALL-NATURAL 
FAIR-TRADE PRODUCTS 


y i i 

132 West Main St. Historic Downtown Norman (405) 310-6300 nativerootsmarket.com 
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Calendar 


"There comes a time when Autumn asks, 'What have you been doing all summer?'" — Unknown 


September Fairs 


By Brandon White 


The Labor Day 
Celebration in 

Henryetta is a great 
way to spend your 
day off with parades, 
car shows, a rodeo, 
and the staple diet of 
any Okie, barbecue. 

2 to 7:30 p.m. 


▲ 7 

8 

Deep Deuce was 

Stop in Davis and 

once Oklahoma’s 

experience the Ar- 

premier jazz and 

buckle Mountain 

business district. 

Bluegrass Festival 

Now revamped, new 

with some of the 

apartments built in 

best bluegrass bands 

classic urban style 

from around the 

pay homage to the 

country. Through 

history of the area. 

September 13. 

▼ 14 

15 

Stop by Enid and 

The Pelican 

join the Waverley 

Celebration in Jet 

Historic Homes 

is the ideal place to 

Tour in the 

witness the Ameri- 

Waverley Historic 

can white pelicans’ 

District, listed on the 

migration from the 

National Register of 

Dakotas to the Texas 

Historic Places. 2 to 

coast. Through 

4 p.m. 

September 20. 


22 ^ 


Artists, architects, 


and designers are 

^nUsnsi 

showcased in 3-logy 


Triennial 2008: 


Imaginative Quali- '■ 


ties of Actual Things g 


at the Price Tower in j 


Bartlesville. Through 1 

fy 4 • 

January 4, 2009. 

28 

29 

Get a load of this art. 

Combine the splen- 

Sculpture, paintings, 

dor of art with your 

photography, and 

next business lunch. 

more are on display 

The Museum Cafe, 

as 200 artists con- 

located in the Okla- 

verge at the North- 

homa City Museum 

east Oklahoma 

of Art, offers up an 

Art Show in Pryor. 

array of European 

Through October 3. 

and American dishes. 


Let the good times 
roll at Bricktown’s 
new Red Pin Restau- 
rant and Bowling 
Lounge. A classic 
hangout with a mod- 
ern twist, the lounge 
serves gourmet food 
and cocktails. 


Oklahoma’s largest 
free fair, the Kay 
County Free Fair, 
takes place in 
Blackwell with music 
and live entertain- 
ment, carnival rides, 
and food. Through 
September 13. 


16 

Relax in Sand 
Springs as you take 
in the sounds of 
the free Tuesdays 
on the Triangle 
concerts, held every 
third Tuesday at 
Charles Page Tri- 
angle. 7:30 p.m. 


► 

The Cast Iron 
Kettle Cookout in 

Stidham features 
chuck-wagon 
cooking and a 
Branson-style show 
by southern gospel 
group the Home- 
steaders. 


3 

Grab your 
lederhosen and get 
to the Choctaw 
Oktoberfest Festi- 
val in Choctaw for 
a variety of beers 
and entertainment. 
Through Septem- 
ber 6. 




17 

Log on to made- 
inoklahoma.net to 

find out where to 
purchase everything 
from homegrown 
groceries to beauty 
products and furni- 
ture, all produced in 
the state. 


24 

Get back in the 
saddle again at the 
Gene Autry Film 
and Music Festival 
in Gene Autry. Enjoy 
vintage cowboy films 
and western music. 
Through September 
28. 


It’s sensory overload 
at El Reno’s Ap- 
petite for the Arts. 
Watch live demon- 
strations, dancing, 
performing arts, and 
other entertainment. 
5 to 9 p.m. Through 
September 5. 

◄ n 

The Oklahoma 
State Fair in Okla- 
homa City is one 
of the largest of its 
kind. From Disney 
on Ice to rodeos, 
there’s something for 
everyone. Through 
September 21. 



18 

The Black Gold 
and Art Show in 

Ardmore celebrates 
what got Oklahoma 
started — oil. The 
show also features live 
music, a street dance, 
and food. Through 
September 20. 


25 

The Tulsa State 
Fair kicks off with 
acts like Boyz II 
Men and .38 Special 
performing live. 
Grab a deep-fried 
Oreo and enjoy the 
shows. Through 
October 


It’s on in Claremore 
at the Bluegrass and 
Chili Festival, where 
the Mid-America Re- 
gional Chili Cook- 
off will be under 
way along historic 
Route 66. Through 
September 6. 

12 

Experience the 
state’s native spirit as 
Bardesville hosts the 
Oklahoma Indian 
Summer Festival. 
Events include a 
powwow, art, and 
storytelling. Through 
September 14. 


▲ 13 

Okrahoma makes a 
comeback in down- 
town Checotah at 
the annual Okrafest, 
with free fried okra, 
okra-eating contests, 
and other foods 
made with okra. 


19 

Don Quixote will fall 
into tricky situations 
when the Tulsa Ballet 
Company brings the 
story to the stage at 
the Tulsa Perform- 
ing Arts Center. 8 
p.m. Through 
September 21. 



26 

The International 
Festival in Lawton 
celebrates the city’s 
diverse heritage 
with multicultural 
entertainment on 
three stages. 5 p.m. 
Through September 
28. 


▲ 27 

The Oklahoma 
State Sugar Art 
Show and Grand 
National Wedding 
Cake Competition 
in Tulsa is the cure 
for that insatiable 
sweet tooth. Through 
September 28. 
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Celebrate the Wind 


In Conjunction With 


Agriculture • Art & Artists • Car Show • Crafts • Entertainment 
Fine Crafts • Food • Heritage & History • Medicine 
Model Railroading • Music • Parade & Cruise • Quilts • Restaurants 
& Specials • Scarecrows • Shopping • Street Dance 
Veterans Memorial • Weather • Windmills 
First Annual Edge of the Panhandle Truck Dog Competition 

Saturday, September 6* in Shattuck, OK 

i , / T T\. Contact 580-938-2818 or 

shattuckcc@pldi.net for information. 
www.shattuckchamber.org 


'Indian Creek Village Winery 


‘More than a Winery... 

Your Source for Great Gifts 

Gift Baskets & Wine Accessories ^ Wine Tasting & Tours 
Beautiful Turn of the Century Village Inn Bed and Breakfast 
Unique Venue for Special Events 

| (580)883-4919 lndianCreekVillageWinery.com 

RR 2 Box 174 Ringwood, OK 73768 ^^^h 
jfc Thursday- Sunday 1 to 7 PM 


View Rare Shorebirds • Unique Restaurants 
Distinctive Antiquing and Shopping on Grand Avenue 
Stay at Cherokee Inn or City of Cherokee RV Park 

For more information on Cherokee, call Cherokee Main Street 
(580) 596-3575 or email mainstreeta>akslc.net 
More information on birding at www.cherpub.com 


Great Salt Plains Golf 

Boiling Springs Water Sports 

Little Sahara Sand Dunes 


Alabaster Caverns 


Black Mesa 


Beaver Dunes 


Museums 


Parades 


Roman Nose 


Festivals 


(580) 623-5452 • www.watongacheesefestival.com 


Rodeos 


Birding 
Wildlife Trails 


Car Shows 


Visit hundreds of attractions and events in Red Carpet Country 
this Fall! For a FREE Visitor's Guide, call (800) 447-2698 


4m I 

' OKLA HOMA' S] 

' Largest FREECARSMQW! 

V?- Septei GJK 

Downtown Alva, OK 

A3 day celebration of the car, bike, and track culture 


11 4k CVerokee 
6\c\v Cele-W^ovy 

September 13, 2008 


Home of Kumback 
Cafe, the oldest cafe 
in Oklahoma. 

9-Hole Golf Course 
Heritage Center & 
Ditch Witch Museum 


Perry Chamber of Commerce, 580-336-4684 
For more information: www.perryokchamber.com 


Presented byCentral National Bank of Alva & Fechner Oi I Field Supply 


CHEROKEE ♦ OKLAHOMA 

Gateway to Great Salt Plains National Wildlife Area 
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Calendar 



"All things on earth point home in old October." — Thomas Wolfe 


Octobeifccares 


T U E S D AY 



Marvel at southeast 
Oklahoma’s striking 
autumn scenery- 
while browsing ven- 
dor booths during 
the final day of the 
Turner Falls Arts 
and Crafts Show in 
Davis. 


12 

Mamma Mia! Disco 
is back in style at 
the Broadway in 
Bartlesville presen- 
tation of Dancing 
Queen. This glittery 
’70s production will 
keep you staying 
alive. 2 p.m. 


19 ^ 

Here comes the 
bride to the Wed- 
ding Decisions 
Show at the Okla- 
homa Aquarium in 
Jenks. Sample some 
cake and find the 
perfect bouquet to 
throw. 1 p.m. 

26 

Rocketeers will have 
a blast at Pawhuska 
Municipal Airport 
on the final day of 
the High Frontier 
5 Rocket Launch. 
More than 300 
rockets will lift off 
throughout the day. 


Want to be a rock 
superstar? Guitar 
Hero Monday at Lit 
Lounge in Oklaho- 
ma City lets patrons 
rock out to the hit 
video game while 
taking advantage of 
bottomless beers. 



13 

It’s basketball time 
in Oklahoma. Travel 
to the BOK Center 
in Tulsa to check 

out the Houston 
Rockets versus the 
Orlando Magic 

in preseason NBA 
action. 7:30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 


l 

Grab your 
popcorn — it’s 
movie time in Tulsa 

at the Bare Bones 
Script-2-Screen 
Independent Film 
Festival. Through 
October 5. 


8 

Art is its own 
justification, and in 
honor of National 
Arts and Humanities 
Month, it’s a great 
day to visit a gallery, 
perhaps Brushworks 
in Tulsa, brushworks- 
tulsa.com. 


▲ 14 

Cowboys know how 
to wrangle up a good 
time at the OSU 
Alumni Association’s 
Harvest Carnival 
in Stillwater. Drive 
a herd of young’uns 
over to reap some fun 
and prizes. 6 p.m. 



21 

In honor of Na- 
tional Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, 

the American Cancer 
Society urges women 
over forty to get an- 
nual mammograms. 


27 ► 

There is no Big Bad 
Wolf in Storybook 
Forest at Arcadia 
Lake’s Spring Creek 
Park, where book 
lovers can enjoy 
scenes from their 
favorite books. 
Through October 3 1 . 


15 

Scribble a line. 

Make a rhyme. 

Poetry’s a sure sign 
Of a great time. 

Grab a notebook and 
celebrate Oklahoma’s 

Poetry Day. Happy 
rhyming! 



22 

Spooky tales 
abound on the 
Fort Washita 
Ghost Stories Tom- 

near Durant. Make 
reservations for a can- 
dlelit walk through 
the historic fort. 
Through October 25. 

29 

Get your game face 
on. It’s opening 
night at the Ford 
Center as Oklahoma 
City’s new NBA 
team takes the home 
court against the 
Milwaukee Bucks. 


By Kristin Hale 


T H U R S D AY 


Come to downtown 
Mangum’s Antiques 
Classic Street Rod 
Show to see antique 
and classic street rods, 
Mustangs, pickups, 
motorcycles, bicycles, 
and mini-trucks. 

9 a.m. 


Rosin up your bow 
for the Dyson 
Bluegrass Festival in 
Sayre. More than ten 
bands will provide 
foot-stompin’ fun. 

6 p.m. Through 
October 11. 


F R I DAY 


S AT U R D AY 


3 ► 

You have the right 
to be taken down- 
town to Pawnee dur- 
ing Dick Tracy Day. 
Legendary cartoonist 
Chester Gould is 
honored with a 
police car parade and 
birthday cake. 

▼ 10 

Attendees will have 
a Gouda time at the 
Watonga Cheese 
Festival. From 
Colby to cheddar, 
this festival will bring 
cheesy smiles to 
food lovers. Through 
October 1 1 . 



16 

Trot over to Octavia 

for the J-D Annual 
Fall Mountain Trail 
Ride. Both you 
and your horse will 
enjoy Oklahoma’s 
fall foliage. 
Giddyup! 



▲ 30 

From happy Hallow- 
een Land to the grue- 
some Trail of Blood, 
the Haunted Casde 
Halloween Festival 
in Muskogee is spine- 
tingling fun for kids 
of all ages. Through 
November 1. 


24 

It’s a bird! It’s a 
plane! It’s. . . a bal- 
loon! Float over to 
the Poteau Balloon 
Fest for hot-air 
balloons, a carnival, 
and live music. 

5 p.m. Through 
October 25. 

31 

Dial M for Music. 
The Oklahoma 
City Philharmonic 
presents Hitchcock l 
A full orchestra 
accompanies clas- 
sic clips from the 
legendary master of 
horror. 8 p.m. 



11 

Don’t be a sauer- 
kraut; take part in 
a favorite German 
pastime. No, it’s not 
a David Hasselhoff 
concert. It’s Vinita’s 
annual Oktoberfest 
celebration. 9 a.m. 


18 

Fall gets chilly, and 
so should you. 

Warm up with a 
spicy bowl and listen 
to some tunes at the 
Great West Chili 
Fest and Bluegrass 
Festival in Okmul- 
gee. 10 a.m. 

▼ 25 

Grab your mallet 
and race over to 
Stroud, where the 

Tatanka Ranch 
Wine, Cheese, and 
Polo Festival will 
entertain with the 
classic game of polo. 

1 1 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
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Kiamichi Country 



Days Inn 
a Suites. 


POTEAU 

OKLAHOMA 




1 

No RSVP Needed. Come see us anytime. 

Annual Events 

Poteau Bluegrass Festival • 4th of July Festival 
Cavanal Killer Walk • Rodeo • Fall Foliage • Poteau Balloonfest 

www.poteau-ok.com | www.poteauchamber.com | 918-647-9178 
Home of Cavanal Hill, "The World's Highest Hill" 




1 y> 

! 


1 


1702 North Broadway | Poteau. OK 
Reservations: (918)647-3510 
www.daysinn.com/hotel/13859 



Kiamichi Country^ Inc. 

]. 800 ./ 11 . 8]80 • www.kiamichi'country.com 


OKLAHOMA 
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Oklahoma 

TODAY 


Hand Embroidered Oklahoma! 




piping. 20” X 20”. 


$ 149.00 


ier Bag: Sturdy manufactur- 
aibined with intricate hand- 


$ 162.00 


These dazzling products feature some of our 
favorite towns, landmarks, and icons. 


Pillow: The 100% cotton cover unbuttons 
for easy cleaning. Each pillow take 60-70 
hours to embroider. Accented with black 



Dish Towel: Perfect for display, 
framing, or drying! Hand-sewn 
trim for extra durability. 


21” X 28”. 

$20.00 



2009 Wild & Scenic Oklahoma Calendar 

Twelve months of Michael Hardeman’s most recent Okla- 
homa landscape photography in full and vibrant color. 
12”X12”$13.95 



Oklahoma City Impressions 

Jim Argo returns with his newest collection of pho- 
tography, this time of the blossoming Oklahoma City 
metro area. 

Sojicover. 8 ”X9 780 Pages. $9.95 



Oklahoma: A Portrait of America 

Renowned photographer Scott Raffe expertly captures over 
300 images of an America you thought was all but gone. 
Beautifully printed and bound, this book is sure to become 
a centerpiece of your collection. 

Hardcover. 10” X 1 1”/351 Pages. $49.95 



Route 66: The Mother Road 

Author Michael Wallis delivers the quintessential 
Route 66 guidebook. From Chicago to Los An- 
geles, this book gives you story behind America’s 
most famous and beloved roadway. 

Sojicover. 10” X 8” 1243 Pages. $19.95 



Oklahoma Impressions 

Oklahoma photography Jim Argo has delivered again 
with this breathtaking pictorial. This softcover edition 
contains 80 pages of Oklahoma’s characteristic people, 
places, and landscapes. 

Softcover. 8” X 9” 180 Pages. $9.95 


STRANGE 

STATE 



Strange State: Mysteries and Legends of Oklahoma 

Revised and Extended Centennial Edition. Explore the unexplained 
of Oklahoma. Author Cuban Hudson takes you on an exciting 
journey with stories of ghost towns, hauntings, mysterious places, 
and lurking creatures that make Oklahoma a “Strange State.” 
Sojicover. 6” X 8” 1223 Pages. $24.00 



Oklahoma: Simply Beautiful 

Oklahoma photographers Jim Argo, John Elk III, and R.E. 
Lindsey have come together in magnificent form to produce 
one of the most comprehensive and spectacular collections of 
Oklahoma photography in recent years. 

Hardcover. 11” X 12”/ 120 Pages. $29.95 




Oklahoma Wonder and Light 

Famed landscape photographer Michael Hardeman re- 
discovers Oklahoma’s natural diversity and splendor in 
this comprehensive pictorial collection. 

Sojicover. 9” X 9” 182 Pages. $14.95 


Call 800.777.1793 or order online at OklahomaToday.com 








Oklahoma jifts 




mini 


®kie 


c c O 


Okie Proud 

Our fall clothing line contains something for everyone. All designs 
are printed on soft, lightweight, 100% ringspun combed cotton. 

Regular T-Shirts available in S, M, L, XL, and XXL $19.95 
Please specify blackhuhite or brown! green. 

Girly T-Shirt available in S, M, L, XL, and XXL $19.95 
Available in pink/blue. 

Onesie available in 6, 12, 18, and 24 months $10.95 
Available in white only. 



Oklahoma Celtic Fire Stone 

Only 100 of these beautifully crafted masterpieces 
have been produced. Carved out of pure Oklahoma 
granite, this long-lasting oil candle will make for 
a treasured addition to any home. Comes with a 
numbered certificate of authenticity. Lamp oil not 
included. 7 1/2” X 4” $34.95 




Oklahoma 



School Spirit Brooch Pins 

Each exquisite jeweled brooch pictured below 
displays an Oklahoma state school logo sur- 
rounded by brilliant Austrian crystals. 1 1/4” 
Diameter. Specify OU, TU, or OSU $25.00 



Oklahoma Trivets by Frankoma Pottery 

Oklahoma-based Frankoma Pottery has done it 
again with these handy state-shaped trivets. Made 
from sturdy ceramics, these unique collectibles will 
be a perfect addition to any Oklahoma dinner table. 
Also available in white. 8”X5 1/2” $9.95 


Clint Stone Fine Art Print 

We love this cover so much we want to share it 
with you. Each print is numbered and signed by 
the artist. 24” X 33” $39.95 


Oklahoma State Seal Brooch Pin 

Each exquisite jeweled brooch displays the 
Oklahoma state seal surrounded by brilliant 
Austrian crystals encased in gold or silver 
metal. 1 1/4” Diameter $25.00 


ADVERTISEMENT 


FREE Oklahoma Today Tote Bag with your purchase of $250 or more! 



Marketplace 


"I think it's the most marvelous spot in all of the city." — Wayne Coyne on Flaming Lips Alley 


Dirty Deals * * “ 

If it screams Oklahoma , it can probably be found at Oklahoma’s 




Sapulpa-based Frankoma Pottery celebrates its seventy-fifth 
anniversary this year. Oklahoma’s Red Dirt Emporium 
offers this limited-edition commemorative plate and 
other exclusive Frankoma items. Frankoma 75th An- 
niversary plate, $100. 


A large selection of Oklahoma- 
themed childrens toys — like this 
hobbyhorse that whinnies and 
clops — can be found at the empo- 
rium. Stick horse, $25. 


Red Dirl Enrparium on the Bricktown Canal 


Owned and operated by the Chickasaw Nation, 
Bedre Fine Chocolate is headquartered in Pauls 
Valley. The quality of ingredients used in their 
line of specialty chocolates is reflected in 
the name Bedre, which means “better” in 
Norwegian. Chocolate boot and cowboy 
hat, $1 each. 



\MJLV 




A perfect accessory for any backyard 
barbecue, this apron produced by 
Oklahoma Dirt Shirt is naturally 
dyed with the emporium’s 
namesake, authentic Okla- 


homa red dirt. Red dirt 


apron, $24. 


The Montag Fine Candle Company in Broken 
Arrow produces classic and innovative scents 
like summer berry and harvest pumpkin. 

Eight-ounce Montag candle, $11.50. 


Oklahoma’s Red Dirt Emporium carries a variety of Flam- 
ing Lips merchandise, and the store is the only place to 
get a copy of Bricktown’s Flaming Lips Alley sign without 
resorting to petty theft. Flaming Lips Alley sign, $25. 


Oklahoma’s Red Dirt Emporium, 115 East California on the canal level in Bricktown. (405) 415-6779 or reddirtemporium.com. 
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Great plains country 



Framed by the rugged red granite of the Wichita Mountains and 
tranquil blue waters of Lake Altus-Lugert sits Quartz Mountain Resort 
Arts and Conference Center. Conveniently located 180 degrees from 
ordinary Quartz Mountain offers fine cuisine, exceptional service, 
lavish amenities, and scenic views in every guest room. 


1-580-335-2126 

www.frederickokchamber.org 


Frederick, oMaJtma 

V^re the Adventure Begins. - - 


1-800-725-7744 | www.weatherfordchamber.com 


yl f Chcmber of ^ C ommerce J 


Nowhere Else But Weatherford! 

Grab a bite of Route 66 in Weatherford, Oklahoma. 
Shop one of Oklahoma’s finest downtown retail 
districts. Relive our nation’s history at the Stafford 
Air & Space Museum and the Heartland Museum. 
And spend the night at your choice of comfortable, 
modern lodging facilities. You’ll find room to roam 
and plenty of western Oklahoma hospitality. 


Hacleberry Flat Center Grand Opening 
and Family Fun Day 
Saturday, September 13 r 2008 

1:00 p.m. to dusk • Free admission 

Learn about the wetlands and picnic 
under the stars! Hay rides, fun outdoor 
activities for the entire family. 


Arts in Action Festival 
Saturday, September 20, 2008 

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. • Free admission 

Hand-crafted art show, book sale, live enter- 
tainment, food booths, and children's activities. 

Cotton Festival 

Saturday, November 8, 2008 

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. • Free admission 

Pioneer games for children, cotton crafts, 
food booths, farm equipment and tractor dis- 
plays, educational displays, live entertain- 
ment, and tours of a working cotton gin. 


Ehperierce the fire art of hhture. 
Discover the fire rrt of relhhhtior. 


reservations: 1 - 877 - 999-5567 or quartzmountainresort.com 


gbe*s jum 

866-GPC-OKLA | GREATPLAINSCOUNTRY.COM 
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Where Are You? Oklahoma today quiz 


"Public art ain't for the 
faint of heart . " —Porter Arneill 


■mpipiP^i ocations 

of these five downtown sculptures ? 


The first person to correctly identify these pieces of downtown Oklahoma City 
public art will receive his-and-her state seal cuff links and brooch, and three 
additional winners will receive an Oklahoma Today T-shirt. Mail entries with 
respondents name and town to “Where Are You?”, P.O. Box 1468, Oklahoma 
City, OK 731 02 or send to WhereAreYou@OklahomaToday.com no later than 
September 22. Last issues answer is the Showmens Rest section of Mount Olivet 
Cemetery in Hugo. Winners are Edna Bowling of Blackwell, Don Huggins of 
Collinsville, and Bettylu Zeh of Oklahoma City. 


1 
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Discover Lawton -fort sill, Oklahoma 



\tnei 


629 SWC Avenue -Lawton, OK 73501 -580.355.3541 ■ 800.872.4540 

www.lawtonfortsillchamber.com 


Fall in Lawton-Fort Sill offers a beautiful playground full of 

celebration for all to enjoy. Immerse yourself in the natural 

beauty and history of this wild frontier; and fill your 

days with family fun at one of our many fall 

events. Natural beauty, shopping, and 

history; there's something fun for 

everyone! 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


September 

International Festival 

Wichita Mountains Wildlife 
Refuge Longhorn Auction 


October 

Wichita Mountains Wildlife 
Refuge Buffalo Auction 

Bugling Elk Tours 

Fall Foliage Walks 



INTRODUCING HEARTLAND FLYER’S 
OU/TEXAS WEEKEND GETAWAY 



*tart the festivities early aboard the Heartland Flyer, Your Passenger Rail Connection. For one special weekend, 
the Flyer will transport riders all the way to Dallas’ Union Station in the heart of the excitement of the West End. 
The train will depart from Oklahoma City Friday, Oct. lO, and will make all regular stops along the way. The return trip 
departs Dallas Sunday, Oct. 12 . Limited seats available. To receive the special $40 rate, call I-800-USA-R AIL and mention code X237. 




